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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH VOLUME.
USUALLY, in the preface of a book the public expect to find the author's apology

for writing it, or for not having done better, or for errors and blunders that the book
may possibly contain. Now, does the merchant tell you his goods are imperfect,
the banker that his bank is insecure, the railroad company that their bonds are
worthless, or the fishmonger that his fish are tainted ? Then why should a poor
scribe, who has dope his "level best," be expected to "go back" on his own produc-
tion, even though it abound in occidental provincialisms ?

Now, if the reader thinks that a better or cheaper guide can be produced, the field
is open and ample, the lines of railroads are numerous—" pitch in." As for ourselves,
we have no apologies to make—nothing to apologize for. On the contrary, we know
our goods are as good as the merchant's, more reliable than the banker's, or rather
his bonds, and as fresh as the mountain trout in his native element.

We believed that a correct, comprehensive, and reliable guide-book of the great
Pacific Railroad was needed, there being nothing of the kind in existence, and early
in the spring of 1369 we commenced our labors to produce one that should in as few
words as possible convey to the reader a general idea of the most important places
and objects of interest on the line of the Union aud Central Pacific Railroad, and
immediately tributary thereto, between the Missouri River and the Pacific Coast.
Having passed ten years of our life in traversing the far Western country through
which this road was built previous to 1869, and having made the GUIDE a specialty
ever since, we have had advantages in producing a reliable guide that few, if any,
have possessed.

"We know the usual practice of book-makers is to " read up " authorities, guess at
facts, make a little go a great way, lead the text, use large type and thick paper, so
as to make a big book, that will be found to conoain many glittering generalities, biit
no reliable facts. Our conception of a guide-book is quite the reverse. The public
does not want a big book, but they do want facts, names, dates, distances, illustra-
tions, and condensed telegrams, in the smallest posssible space and for the least pos-
sible money.

The present volume of the GUIDE contains in addition to ten more pages of read-
ing matter, five large illustrations, a mining map of Utah, a map of the Yellowstone
Country, a map of Salt Lake City, a map of Council Bluffs and Omaha Bridge con-
nections, besides a magnificent steel-plate colored map of the world, prepared express-
ly for this volume of the GUIDE. The map of the world shows to tourists and travel-
ers the route around the world, with time, distance, and fare. The GUIDE now con-
tains two hundred and twenty-four pages, fifty illustrations, and eleven maps.

The reader will observe that we have advanced the retail price of the GUIDE
twenty-five cents. This was absolutely necessary to cover the additional cost of
maps, illustrations, and extra binding. As the Union & Central Pacific Railroad is
the longest in the world, most completely equipped, passes over the broadest plains
aud the loftiest mountains, and, in fact, is one of the most stupendous aud magnifi-
cent enterprises in the world, why should it not have a guide-book of corresponding
worth ? It has been the author's aim to produce one, and we leave our readers to
judge whether the present volume approximates the aim desired.

GEO. A. CROFUTT,
Box 3,435. 138 Nassau Street, New York.

Price, cloth covers, gilt sides and edges, $1 25; paper covers, printed in colors,
with red edges, $1 00. Sent post-paid on receipt of the price.
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STEAMERS OF
THE GENERAL TRANSATLANTIC COMPANY!
FEREIRE,
VILLE DE PARIS,
ST. LAURENT,
VILLE DTJ HAVRE,
EUROPE,
WASHINGTON,
VILLE DE BREST,
NOUVEAU-MONDB,

ATLANTIQUE,
PRANCE,
PANAMA,
VILLE DE ST. NAZAIRE,
VILLE DE BORDEAUX,
LOUISIANA
FLORIDE,
MARTINIQUE.

GUADELOUPE,
DESIRADE,
GTTYANE,
SONORA,
CARAIBE,
CACIQUE,
CARAVELLE.

POSTAL LIIsTES
OF THE

GENERAL TRANSATLANTIC CO.:
From HAVRE to N E W TOBE, calling at Brest, and vice versa,

Twice a month - . . - « . . Shortly once a Week
From ST. NAZAIRE to VERA CRUZ, calling at Santander,

St. Thomas and Havana, and vice versa, - - - Once a Month
From ST. NAZAIRE to ASPINWALL, calling at Martinique,

La Guayra and Sta. Martha and vice versa, - Once a Month
From PANAMA to VALPARAISO, calling at intermediate

ports, and vice versa Once a Month

From ST. THOMAS TO ASPINWALL ig at Porto Rico,
Hayti, Santiago de Cuba, Kingston (Jamaica), & vice versa, Once a Month

From ST. THOMAS to FORT DE FRANCE, (Martinique),
calling at Basse Terre, [Guadeloupe], Pointe a Pitre, [Guade-
loupe], St. Pierre. [Martinique], and vice versa, - - Once a Month

From FORT DE FRANCE (Martinique) to CAYENNE, call-
at St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada, Trinidad, Demerara, Surinam,

and vice versa, Once a Month

The splendid Steamers of the South Pacific Line leave Panama for Valparaiso
and intermediate Points of Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru and Chili, on the 30th
of every month, and connect closely with the Steamers of the Pacific Mail
8. 8. Company, leaving New York on the 15th of every month for Aspinwall.

For Bates of Passage and Freight, Dates of Departure, or
further information, apply to

GEO. MACKENZIE, Agent,
58 Broadway, New York.



BRITISH AND NORTH AMERICAN

Royal Mail Steamships I
** BETWEEN I

LIVERPOOL, BOSTON & NEW YORK
CALLING AT CORK HARBOR,

THREE SAILINGS EVERY WEEK.
BOTHNIA AND SCYTHIA

SCOTIA,
SIDON/
TARtFA,

JgTAVg; JAVAT SLYMPUS! fiftfifi? TBS*°*1

RATES OF PASSAGE.
From Liverpool to New York or Boston.

BY STXAMHM WOT CABSYIXG STBBEAQB.

First Class m£26

Second Class "•. 18
BY STBAXXBS CAEBYXKO STIMUGM.

First Class IS, 17, and SI guineas,

•OOOBDHTO TO AOOOlfXODATIOir.

From New York or Boston to Liverpool

First Class $80, $100 and $130 Gold,
•OOOBDXNO TO AOOOXXODATIOXT.

Return Tickets issued at a reduction of
15 per cent

Children between two and twelre years
of age, half fare.

Tickets to Paris, $15, Gold, additional

Passengers Booked fo and from all parts of Europe • ! Lowest Rates.

EUROPEAN AGENCIES.
D. &C. MACIVER .7. 8 Water Street, Liverpool
D. AC. MACIVER Fitepatrick'sQuay, Queenstown
HENRY BOGGS « S t Helen's Place, Bishopsgate Street, London
G. & J.BURNS 80 Jamaica Street, Glasgow
G. & J. BURNS Baltic Street, Dundee
BURNS & MAC IYER 12 Place de la Bourse, Paris
BURNS & MAC IVER 82 Qoal d'Orleans, Havre
J. HARTMANN & CO Antwerp

AMERICAN AGENCIES.
WILLIAM CUNARD ; Halifax, Nora Scotia
FORBES & LOWNSBROUGH Toronto, Canada
JAMES ALEXANDER. 80 State Street, Boston

* JAMES HOGAN 4th and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia
I I P. H. DUVERNET 876 State Street, Chicago, Hi.
\ S.H. MATHER Cleveland,Ohio
j H. MATTSON & CO , St. Paul, Minn.
S ! T. H. GOODMAN .San "Francisco, Cal

CHJBLUXIBS G. TRAlSCKITSriV,
4 Bowling Green and 111 Broadway, New York.



Ocean to Ocean.

WEST T3 THE MISSOURI RIVER

A FEW words before we start.
Our Ten Commandments.

1. It; is not our province to recom-
lend any particular line east of the
vfissouri river—each has itsownpeculiar
vttractions. By reference to the Time

'Table map in the front of the GUIDE,
the announcement of some of the prin-
cipal lines, with their special advan-

tages, will be found, and we would ad-
vise tourists to read them carefully,
then decide for themsel ves the route they
wish to travel before purchasing- tickets.

2. Be particular to choose such routes
as will enable you to visit the cities,
towns, and objects of interest that you
desire to, without annoyance or needless
xpense. See Time Table map for fare,
stance, etc. etc.
8. Never purchase your ticket from a
anger in the street, but over thecoun-
of some responsible company. When
-chasing tickets, look well to the
% and notice that each ticket is
aped at the time you receive them.
m turn to page 224 of the GUIDE and
le a memorandum of the name of
company issuing the ticket, by what

'WK^> and the number and class of the
'feta- _J_q case of los», ui^he the fact

-nown at the uffice of the company,
allowing the memorandum as above
described; and steps can be taken im-
mediately to recover the ticket if it was

lost or stolen, or to prevent its being
used by any one else. By attention to
such slight and apparently unimportant
matters as these, travelers may escape
such swindles as are too likely to be
practiced upon them, and avoid much
possible loss and inconvenience.

4. Before starting out, provide your-
self with at least one-third more money
than your most liberal estimate would
seem to require.

5. Endeavor to be at the depot at
least fifteen minutes before the train
leaves, to avoid a rush.

6. You will need to show your ticket
to the baggage man when you ask him
to check your baggage, then see that
it is properly checked, and make a memo-
randum of the number of the check on
the same page of the GUIDE with your
ticket, when you will need to give it
no further attention until you get to the
place to which it is checked, when
you will need to look after it.

7. Persons who accompany the con-
ductor through the cars, calling for bag-
gage to be delivered at the hotels or
other places, are generally reliable, but
the passenger, if in doubt, should en-
quire of the conductor, and then be care-
ful to compare the number of the ticket
received from the agent in exchange
for his check, to be sure that they are
alike.
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8. Do not seek to attract attention—
remember only boors are intrusive and
boisterous.

9. "Please" and "thanks" are tow-
ers of strength. Do not let the servants
excel you in patience and politeness.

10. And finally—Do not judge of the
people you meet by their clothes, or
think you are going West to find fools—
a3 a millionaire maybe in buckskin and
a college graduate in rags.

AROUND THE WORLD.
Passengers can now procure tickets

for a trip around the world. The route
will be found on the large colored map
of the world in the back part of the
GUIDE. The price of tickets is now
$1,105, ma China and Japan, and $985
ma Australia and the Oriental line of
steamships. The journey can be broken
at any point of interest en route and re-
sumed at pleasure. Only a short time
has elapsed since a journey to China and
India was only one remove from leaving
the world altogether. A traveler or
business man who, a few years ago,
went to Hong Kong or Calcutta, made
his will and arranged his affairs with a
certain knowledge that at least a year
or two of his life was required, and the
possibilities were against his returning
ev^n then. To-day he packs his port-
manteau for a run around the globe,
transacts important business, and is
back in his office in New York, San
Francisco, or London in ninety days,
after having enjoyed an agreeable tour,
in which he is aL ways in communication
with the chief centers of business by
telegraph and steam post routes.

Not only has sea navigation been im-
proved by the advances in naval archi-
tecture, and the greater perfection in
ships' material,construction, and motive
power, but the vast distances of land
travel have been decidedly shortened
both in space and time by the develop-
ment of land transportation. Moun-
tains and valleys have been brought to
a proper grade for immense lines of
railway on both continents. The diffi-
culties overcome and the energy and

enterprise exhibited by the building of
more than 5,000 miles of English rail-
way in India; connecting the principal
cities of that great peninsula, and the
completion of the Suez Canal, have only
been equaled by the construction of the
great Union and Central Pacific Rail-
road across our continent, which brings
the city of San Francisco on the Pacific
coast within less than a week's comfort-
able journey of the Atlantic sea-ports
of New York, Philadelphia, and Boston,
which heretofore took months to ac-
complish.

Passengers from the Eastern States
bound for the Pacific Coast can have
their choice of four great American
"Trunk Lines," from the Atlantic sea-
board, which connect with the Grand
Trans-Continental Railroad at Council
Bluffs or Omaha. Sleeping cars are run
on all through trains—most luxuriant
palaces. The charges are extra, or
about $3 per day—24 hours. Only first-
class passengers can procure berths in
the sleeping cars. These four lines
are the " New York Central and Hud-
son River Railroad," the gl Erie Rail-
way" line, the "Pennsylvania Central,"
and the " Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road/'

The railroad connections by these
lines are almost innumerable, extending
to almost every city, town, and village
in nearly every State and Territory in
the United States ; the regular through
trains of either line make close and sure
connections with the Pacific road, while
the fares are the same.

From

BOSTON,
Passengers can go by " all rail" via
either Albany direct, or ma New York;;
City, or they can take the steamships!'
on Long Island Sound, of which there
are three first-class lines, comprising
some of the £figg$ boats in the world."~

From
NEW YORK

Passengers who desire to visit NIAGAEA,
whose thundering cataracts far surpass
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all other waterfalls in the known world,
and also view the great Suspension
Bridge over Niagara river—which un-
doubtedly is one of the finest structures
of its kind in this country—can have
choice of two trunk lines.

The New York Central and Hudson
River line passes up the glorious old
Hudson, the magnificent river upon
the bosom of which Fulton launched his
''experiment/' the first steamboat ever
constructed. The road is built almost
upon the river brink, upon the eastern
bank, which slopes back in irregular
terraces on both sides, presenting from
the car window in summer—with its
groves, parks, gardens, orchards, and
alternate rich fields, with here and there
peeping out irom beneath the trees the
magnificent country villa of the nabob,
the substantial residence of the wealthy
merchant, or the neat and tasteful
cottage of the well-to-do farmer—one of
the finest panoramic views in the whole
country. This line passes through Cen-
tral New York—the garden of the State
—via Albany, Kochester, and Buffalo.

The Western direct connections of the
" New York Central" are at Suspension
Bridge (Niagara)—the " Great Western
and Michigan Central/* via Detroit ; at
Buffalo—the " Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern," via Dunkirk and Cleveland.

The Erie Railway line traverses the
southern portion of the State of New
York, via Binghamton, Corning, and
Buffalo. The track of the "Erie" is
the broadest gauge in the country ; the
cars are very wide and commodious.
This route affords the traveler a view,
while crossing and recrossing the Dela-
ware, of scenery and engineering skill
at once grand, majestic, and wonderful.
The direct Western connection of the
a Ere " is the " Lake Shore and Michi-
gan Southern."

The Pennsylvania Central line re-
ceives passengers in New York and

PHILADELPHIA,
and conveys them the entire length of
the great State of Pennsylvania, ma
Harrisburg—the capital of the State—

to Pittsburg, the most extensive iron-
manufacturing city in the United States.
The landscape on this line,and especial-
ly while passing along the beautiful val-
ley of the Susquehanna, the charming
blue Juniata and over the Allegha-
nies, presents scenery incomparably
grand, while the fearful chasms and
wonderful engineering skill noticeable
at many points are second only to that dis-
played at " Cape Horn" on the Sierra
Nevada mountains.

At Pittsburg, the " Central " connects
with the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne, and
Chicago Railroad—one of the best in
this country—and with many other
roads running- in every direction. From

BALTIMORE
the " Baltimore and Ohio R. R." affords
passengers an opportunity to visit the

CAPITOL AT WASHINGTON,
and thence, via Harper's Ferry, " over
the mountains " to Wheeling. It is said
by some travelers that the scenery by
this line is unsurpassed by any on the
continent.

From
CINCINNATI

passengers can have choice of several
first-class competing lines, via either
Chicago or So. Louis, or via the " Bur-
lington Route"—direct, via Burlington,
Iowa. From

CHICAGO
there are three lines—for special advan-
tages, we must again refer to our Time
Table map—the " Chicago and North-
western R. R.," via Clinton and Cedar
Rapids ; the " Chicago, Rock Island, and
Pacific R. R.," via Rock Island, Daven-
port, andDes Moines , and the "Burling-
ton Route," ma " Chicago, Burlington,
and Quincy R. R.," and the " Burlington
and Missouri River R. R." From

ST. LOUIS
Passengers can take either the " North
Missouri" or the " Missouri Pacific
R. R.," via Kansas City, and the
"Kansas City, St. Joseph, and Council
Bluffs R. R.," via St. Joseph, Mo.
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We have only enumerated the princi-
pal lines centering at Council Bluffs, op-
posite the City of Omaha, the eastern
terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad
(so claimed at present).

COUNCIL BLUFFS

is situated in the western portion of the
State of Iowa, about three miles from the
Missouri river, at the foot of the bluffs.
It is the county-seat of Pottawattomie
county, and contained, according to the
census of 1870, a population of 10,020.
It is four miles distant from Omaha,
Nebraska, with which city it is con-
nected by steam and horse railroads, as
well as by ferry.

Council Bluffs is one of the oldest
towns in Western Iowa. As early as
1846, it was known as a Mormon settle-
ment, by the name of Kanesville,
which it retained until 1853, when the
Legislature granted a charter desig-
nating the place as the City of Council
Bluffs. The explorers, Lewis and Clark,
held a council with the Indians here in
1804, and named it Council Bluffs.

The railroad interests are almost iden-
tical with thoee of her " twin sister,"
Omaha, with which city she has been
recently connected by the railroad bridge
over the Missouri river.

Council Bluffd includes within her
corporate limits 24 square miles, ex
tending north and south four miles,
east and west six. The buildings are
good ; the town presents a neat, tasty,
and, withal, a lively appearance. Street-
cars traverse the principal streets,
Churclies and schools are numerous—
the latter comprise one seminary for
young ladies, one hijjh school, eight
private schools, and fourteen district or
free schools. The Srate Institute for
the Deaf and Dumb has been located
near the city, the buildings for which
are about completed. Hotels are nume-
rous, but we always stop at the Ogden
Houae.

There are over 200 business houses
in the city, representing all branches.

- Their trade extends westward, up and

down the river, and over a large portion
of the country eastward.

There are two daily newspapers, the
Times, Democratic, and the Nonpareil,
Republican. The Post is a German
weekly, and the Oddfellow's Magazine
monthly. These papers are all zealous
advocates of home interests.

The surrounding country is rich in
the chief wealth of a nation—agricul-
ture. No better farming land is found
than Western Iowa possesses, and when
this vast area shall become closely set-
tled, Council Bluffs will be the central
point of one of the richest farming sec-
tions of the Union.

Leaving Council Bluffs, the train
speeds across the low, broad bottom
towards .

THE MISSOURI RIVER BRIDGE.
The construction of this bridge was

first authorized by Congress on the 25th
of July, 1866, but very little was done
until March, 1868, when work com-
menced, and was continued from that
time until July 26, 1869, when it was
suspended. Nothing more was done
until April, 1870, when T. E. Sickels,
chief engineer of the JJnion Pacific
Railroad, decided to push the bridge
forward to completion. A second con-
tract was made with the American
Bridge Company of Chicago, and work
again commenced. The Missouri Bridge
Company was reorganized and composed
of some of the heaviest stockholders in
the Union Pacific Railroad Company,
and on the 24th of February, 1871, Con-
gress passed a special act authorizing
the Union Pacific Railroad Company to
construct this bridge across the Mis-
souri river, and to issue bonds to the
amount of $2,500,000.

The county of Douglas, Nebraska,
voted, under certain conditions, aid in
county bonds to the amount of $250,000
(which have been delivered). Also, Pot-
tawattomie county, Iowa, voted, under
certain conditions, aid to the amount of
$205,000 (which, we understand, have
not been delivered).

This bridge is a notable structure (see
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frontispiece) one-half mile in length—
with the approaches, over one mile.

This bridge is located a little below
the old depot, and opposite that part of
ihe city of Omaha known as "Train-
town."

The irrepressible George Francis—
" our next President of America"—pur-
chased, some ten years ago, for a nomi-
nal sum, several hundred acres of land,
which, it js said, is worth to-day over a
million of dollars. If George Francis
Train is mad, there is certainly some
" method in his madness."

The bridge is known as a " Post's
Patent." The hollow iron columns are
22 in number, two forming a pier.
These columns are made of wrought
iron one and three-fourths inches in
thickness, 8% feet in diameter, 10 feet
long, weight 8 tons each. They are
riveted together air-tight and sunk to
the bed-rock of the river, in one case 82
feet.

After these columns are seated on the
rock foundation they are filled up 20
feet with stone concrete, and from the
concrete to the bridge "seat" they are
filled with regular masonry. From
high-water mark to the bridge " seat,"
these columns measure fifty feet. The
eleven spans are 250 feet in length, mak-
ing* the iron part between abutments
2,750 feet; the bridge has a single track,
with room for passengers and street-
cars.

These columns were cast in Chicago,
and delivered in the shape of enormous
rings, ten feet in length. When they
werebeing placed in position, the work-
men would take two or more rings, join
them together, place the column where
it was to be sunk, cover the top with an
air-lock, then force the water from the
column by hydraulic pressure, ranging
from ten to thirty-five pounds. The
workmen descend the columns by means
of rope-ladders, and fill sand-buckets,
which are hoisted through the air-lock
by a pony-engine. The sand is then
excavated about two feet below the
bottom of the column; the men come
out through the air-lock ; a leverage,

from 100 to 300 tons, is applied ; the hy-
draulic pressure is removed ; and the
C >lumn eiuks, from three inches to two
and one-half feet—in one instance, the
column steadily sank down seventeen
feet. Whenever the column sinks, the
sand fills in from ten to thirty feet—in
one instance, forty feet. This has to be
excavated before another sinking of a
few inches can take place, making alto-
gether a slow and tedious process.

While crossing this bridge into the
State of Nebraska, let us take a glance
at this

OUR WESTERN COUNTRY.

It can no longer be spoken of as the
"far West/' as that land is generally
conceded to lie nearer sundown, or at
least beyond the Rocky Mountains. Ne-
braska, so lately opened up to the world,
and so lately considered one portion of
the " wild West," forms now one of our
central States. It possesses a genial cli-
mate, good water, and a fair supply of
timber, and the broad prairies of the
eastern portion of the State are dotted
with well-cultivated and well-stocked
farms that greet the eye of the traveler
in every direction, while on all sides may
be seen the evidences of thrift and com-
fort found only in a farming region.
The winters are mild, considering the
latitude ; the summers not oppressively
warm ; and there is an absence of many
diseases that render our lower lands so
peculiarly unhealthy. The emigrant
who wishes a home where he can till
the soil, where his labors will be re-
warded with abundant harve8ts,will find
this State to satisfy his aspirations fully.
Wheat, oats, and corn yield luxuriant
returns to the husbandman, and all
kinds of fruits and garden vegetables
incidental to this latitude can be grown
in profusion. Rarely will the traveler
find a more magnificent scene, and more
suggestive of real wealth and prosperity,
than can be seen on these broad prairies,
when the fields of yellow grain or wav-
ing corn are waiting for the harvesters.
Miles and miles away stretch the undu-
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lating plains, far, aye, farther than the
eye can see. In rapid succession we
pass the better residence of the "old
settler," with his immense fields of grain
and herds of stock, on beyond the boun-
daries of earlier settlements; and now
we reach the rude cabin of the hardy
settler who has located still M farther
west," and here, within a few years, will
arise a home as attractive as those we
have left behind, surrounded with or-
chards, gardens, and flocks. Hero, too,
will the snug school-house be found,
and the white church, with its tapering
3pire, pointing the people to the abode
3f Him who hath so richly blessed His
3hildren. There is beauty on every
hand. The wild prairie flowers, of a
thousand different hues and varieties,
afreet the eye at every step; and the
iniest foot that ever trod Broadway
;ould scarce reach the ground without
irushicgthe life from out some of these
emblems of purity. And when the cooi-
ng showers have moistened the thirsty
arth, or when the morning dew is
pangling flowers, vftie, and tree, there
3 more of quiet, graceful beauty—more
f that spirit floating around us which
enders man more human and woman
earer what we desire her to be—than
an be found within the walls of any
ity, despite its beautiful gardens and
ublic promenades. Long will the
lemory of these scenes remain impress-
d on the mind of the traveler who ad-
rires nature in all her phases. Califor-
ia may and does possess grand and
lagnificent mountain scenery, unsur-
assed by any in the world, together
rith broad and fertile plains ; Idaho,
[ontana, Nevada, and Colorado are
rand and beautiful in their rugged
irength, but in none of these can be
>und scenes of quiet, graceful beauty
rhich, by any stretch of imagination,
in be ranked as equal to those found
Imost anywhere on the prairies of
lis, our Western country. Nowhere
se have we seen vegetation clothed in
ich brilliant coloring. And when the
tceof our warmer lands is bare, parched,
id brown, the transition from thence

to these green plains unfolds to us al-
most a new phase of existence.

For a long time, Iowa, Indiana, Mich-
igan, and Ohio were supposed to con-
tain the wheat-growing soil of the
Union, and they became known as the
"granaries of the States." But those
"granaries" have pushed themselves a
little "further west," if we may be al-
lowed to use the expression. Nebraska
has retained a portion of the name ;
California and Oregon took the remain-
der. Nebraska annually produces a
large surplus of wheat and corn, which
finds its way eastward. Properly speak-
ing, it is a wheat country, and destined
to wield a powerful influence in the
grain market, when her lands shall have
been settled and cultivated. It is less
susceptible to the effects of drought
than any of her adjoining sisters. Nei-
ther have extremes of wet weather, as
yet, ever caused any very serious loss.
With the advantages possessed by this"
State ; with a water-front of several
hundred miles on a stream navigable
the greater portion of the year; with
the grandest railroad on the continent
traversing her entire breadth, and termi-
nating with her border , with all the re-
sources of commerce at her command ;
with unlimited water-power for manu-
factures, it will be strange, indeed, if
Nebraska does not take a high rank in
the great family of States.

" WESTWARD THE STAR OF EMPIRE
TAKES ITS WAY."

From our present standpoint, this quo-
tation must apply to

THE FAR WEST.

How often that sentence has been
quoted those who are the most familiar
with the growth of our Western posses-
sions can best remember. So often has
it been uttered, that it has passed into a
household word, and endowed its inno-
cent and unsuspecting author with an
earthly immortality. From the boy
hood days of that reliable and highly
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respectable individual, the " Oldest In-
habitant" of any specified locality in the
" Eastern States," it has formed the
heading—in large or small caps—of
nearly every newspaper notice which
chronicled the fact that some family had
packed their household goods :ynd gods
(mostly goods) and left their native land
of woods, rocks, churches, and school-
houses to seek a home among the then
mythical prairies of the " Far West."
But oh ! in later years how that quota-
tion ran across the double columns of
these same papers in all conceivable
forms of type, when the fact was chroni-
cled that one of our Western corn-fed
sisters was admitted to the Union as a
portion of the United States!

Well, but where was your " Far
West" then where people went when
they had " Westward ho !" on the
brain ? asks one, who speaks of the
West as that part of our country
which lies between the summit of the
Rocky Mountains and the waters of
the Pacific Ocean? Well, the "Far
West" of that time, that almost mythi-
cal region, was what are now those vast
and fertile prairies which lie south and
west of the great lakes, and east of and
bordering on the Mississippi river. All
west of that was a blank ; the home of
the savage, the wild beast, and all un-
clean things—at least so said the " Oldest
Inhabitant."

But our hardy pioneers passed the
Rubicon, and the West receded before
their advance. Missouri was peopled,
and the Father of Waters became the
great natural highway of a mighty com-
merce, sustained in equal parts by the
populous and newly-made States—lying
on both its banks—which had been
carved out of the " Far West" by the
hands of the hardy pioneers.

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Missouri, and Iowa had joined the
sisterhood, and yet the tide of immigra-
tion stayed not. It traversed the track-
less desert, scaled the Rocky Mountains,
and secured a foothold in Oregon. But
it passed not by unheeding the rich val-
leys and broad prairies of Nebraska,

which retained what became, with sub-
sequent additions, a permanent and
thriving population. Then the yellow
gold, which had been found in Califor-
nia, drew the tide of emigration thither-
ward, and in a few years our golden-
haired sister was added to the number
comprising the States of the Union.

Oreg-on and Nevada on the western
slope, Kansas and Nebraska on the east,
followed, and still we have Dakota,
Idaho, Montana, Washington, Utah,
Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico
Territories, to say nothing of Alaska,
waiting the time when they too shall
be competent to add their names to the
roll of honor and enter the Union on an
equality with the others. Thus we see
that the " Far West" of to-day has be-
come far removed from the West of
thirty—or even ten—years ago, and what
is now the central portion of our com-
monwealth was then the far, far West.

HOW CHANGED ! ALL IS CHANGED !

To-day the foam-crested waves of the
Pacific bear on their bosoms a mighty
and steadily increasing commerce.
China, Japan, and the Orient are at our
doors. A rich, powerful, and populous
section, comprising three States, has
arisen, where but a few years since the
Jesuit missions among the savages were
the only marks of civilization. And all
over the once unknown waste, amid the
cosy valley and on the broad plains, are
the scattered homes of the hardy and
brave pioneer husbandmen. While the
bleak mountains, once the home of the
savage and wild beast, the deep gulches
and gloomy canyons, are illuminated
with the perpetual fires of the " smelt-
ing furnaces/' the ring of pick, shovel,
and drill, the clatter of stamps and
booming of blasts, all tell of the pre-
sence of the miner, and the streams of
wealth which are daily flowing into our
national coffers are rapidly increasing,
for, just in proportion as the individual
becomes enriched, so does his country
partako of his fortune.
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BRIEF HISTORY.

It is only a few short years ago since
the Government of the United States, in
order to better protect her citizens that
had spread over the wild expanse of
country between the Missouri River and
the Pacific Ocean, and from the Mexi-
can on the South, and the British Pos-
sessions on the North, established a
system of military forts and posts, ex-
tending north and south, east and west,
over this territory. Though produc-
tive of much good, they were not suffi-
cient to meet the requirements of the
times, and in many places settlers and
miners were murdered with impunity by
the Indians. Wise men regarded rapid
emigration as the only safe plan of
security, and this could not be accom-
plished without swifter, surer, and
cheaper means of transporting the poor,
who would gladly avail themselves of the
opportunity to possess a free farm, or
reach the gold fields of the West. The
railroad and telegraph—twin sisters of
civilization—were talked of; but old-
fogies shook their heads in the plenti-
tude of their wisdom, and piously
crossed themselves and clasped with a
firmer grasp their money-bags, when
Young America dared broach the sub-
ject. " No, sir, no ; the thing is totally
absurd ; impracticable, sir ; don't talk
more of such nonsense to me," they
would reply as they turned away to go
to their church or to their srock gambling
in Wall street—probably the latter occu-
pation. But Young America did not give
up to this theory or accept the dictum of
money-bags. And as the counties of
the West grew and expanded under the
mighty tide of immigration, they clam-
ored for a safe and speedy transit be-
tween them and their " fatherland."
Government, with its usual red-tape
delays and scientific way of how not to
do it, heeded not the appeal, until the red
hand of war, of rebellion, pointed out to
it the stern necessity of securing, by iron
bands, the fair dominions of the West
from foreign or domestic foe.

Notwithstanding that Benton, Clark,
and others had long urged the necessity
and practicability of the scheme, the
wealth and power which would accrue
to the country from its realization, the
idea found favor with but few of our
wise legislators until they awoke to the
knowledge that even the loyal State of
California was in danger of being aban-
doned by those in command, and turned
over to the insurgents; that a rebel
force was forming in Texas with the
Pacific coast as its objective point; that
foreign and domestic machinations
threatened the dismemberment of the
Union into three divisions; not until
all this stared them in the face
could our national Solons see the prac-
ticability of the scheme so earnestly
and ably advocated by Sargent of Cali-
fornia and his able coadjutors in the
noble work. To this threatened inva-
sion of our Western possessions, what
had government to offer for successful
defense? Nothing but a few half-fin-
ished and illy-manned forts around the
bay and the untaught militia of the
Pacific coast. Under this pressure was
the charter granted, and it may truly
be said that the road was inaugurated
by the grandest carnival of blood the
world has ever known ; for, without
the pressure of the rebellion, the road
would probably be in embryo to day.
Although the American people have
been keenly alive to the importance of
a speedy transit between the two ex-
tremes of the continent ever pi nee the
discovery of gold on the Pacific slope,
up to this time the old vague raiuorn
of barren deserts, dark, deep, and
gloomy gorges, tremendous, rugged,
snow-clad mountains, and the wild sav-
age, made the idea seem preposterous.
Even the reports of the emigrants
could not convince them to the con-
trary ; nor yet the reports of the Mor-
mons, who marked and mapped a fea-
sible route to Salt Lake City. And it
is worthy of remark that for over 700
miles the road follows very closely their
survey.
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Practical, earnest men, disabused the
mindp of the people regarding the im-
practicability of the scheme, after the
road had became a national necessity—
a question of life and unity of the Repub-
lic. The great work has been accom-
plished, and to-day the locomotive
whirls its long train, filled with emi-
grants or pleasure seekers, through that
region, which, only a few years ago,
was but a dim, undefined, mythical land,
composed of chaos and the last faint ef-
forts of nature to render that chaotic
state still more inhospitable and unin-
viting. How great the change from the
ideal to the real. For five hundred
miles after leaving Omaha, that vague
" Great American Desert " proves to be
as beautiful and fertile a succession of
valleys as can be found elsewhere, un-
der like geographical positions. Great
is the change indeed; still greater the
changes through which our country has
passed during the period from the com-
mencement to the ending of our proud-
est national civil record, save one. We
live in a fast age; the breeze of to-day
was the tornado of 50 years ago. Na-
ture has called upon her children to rise
and prepare for the changes constantly
occurring, and nobly have they re-
sponded to her summons. The dust ot
our ancestors has reposed for ages, in
quiet, in their loved church yards, un-
moved by the rush and whirl of the
present age, which seems but a prepar-
atory lesson to their children, teaching
them to hasten their pace, that at the
final gathering all may arrive at the
same time.

But we will cease speculating, and
resume the consideration of the history
of the continental railroad, and also the
attempts in that direction which had
been made by other parties, in another
portion of our country. We find that
Missouri, through her able and liberal
Legislature, was the first State to move
in the construction of a national or con-
tinental railroad. The Legislature of
that State granted a charter,under which
was incorporated the Missouri and Pa-
cific Railroad Co., who were to build a

road, diverging at Franklin, southwest,
via Rollo, Springfield, Neosho (the Ga-
lena district), and along the line of the
thirty sixth parallel to Santa Fe, New
Mexico. From Santa Fe to San Fran-
cisco, preliminary surveys were made,
and had it not been for the rebellion
this road would undoubtedly have been
completed long ere this; good author-
ities placing the limit at 1864. The
cause which compelled the construction
of the Central road, destroyed the
Southern. Passing as it did, mostly
through southern hostile territory, gov-
ernment could not aid or protect it in
its construction, and consequently the
work was suspended. With returning
peace, and a settled condition of society
it is but reasonable to suppose that the
work will ultimately be pushed to com-
pletion. It may be well to mention
here, that the States of Arkansas and
Tennessee by their Legislatures, pro-
posed to assist the work, by construct-
ing a railroad from little Rock, to con-
nect with the M. & P. R. R., some-
where between the ninety eighth and
one hundred and second degree of
longitude, and for that purpose a char-
ter was granted.

The evident, and we might add, the
imperative necessity of connecting the
east and west, and the intervening ter-
ritories, encouraged the corporators of
the great transcontinental line to
apply to the Government for aid.
Many measures were devised and laid
before the people, but the supposed
impregnability of the Rocky Mountains,
and other natural obstacles to be en-
countered, caused a hesitancy even then
on the part of our energetic people to
commence the great work. To attempt
to lay the iron rail through vast tracts
of unknown country, inhabited by wan-
dering, hostile tribes of savage nomads;
to scale the snow-clad peaks of the
Rocky Mountains with the fiery loco-
motive, seemed an undertaking too vast
for even the American people to accom-
plish. But the absolute IMPORTANCE,
the urgent NECESSITY of such a work,
overcame all objections to the scheme,
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and in 1862 Congress passed an act, which
was approved by President Lincoln on
the first day of July of that year, by
which the Government sanctioned the
undertaking, and promised the use of
its credit to aid in its speedy completion.
The act was entitled " An act to aid in
the construction of a railroad and tele-
graph line from the Missouri river to
the Pacific ocean, and to secure to the
Government the use of the same for
postal, military, and other purposes."

LAND GRANT.
The Government grant of lands to the

great national highway, as amended,
was every alternate section of land for
20 miles on each side of the road, or 20
sections, equaling 12,800 acres for each
mile of the road. By the Companies'
table, the road, as completed, is 1,776
YVV miles long from Omaha to Sacra-
mento. This would give the Companies
22,735,104 acres, divided as follows :
Uuion Pacific, 13,295,104; Central
Pacific, 9,440,000.

The "junction " of the Union and Cen-
tral companies is known as " Union
Junction"—six miles west from where
the connection is made at Ogden, Utah.

In addition to the grant of lands and
right of way, Government agreed to issue
its thirty year six per cent, bonds in aid
of the work, graduated as follows : For
the plains portion of the road, $16,000
per mile ; for the next most difficult por-
tion, $32,000 per mile; for the moun-
tainous portion, $48,000 per mile.

The Union Pacific Railroad Co. built
y ^ miles, for which they received

$16,000 per mile; 363TA21T m i l e s at
$32,000 per mile ; 150 miles at $48,000
per mile, making a total of $27,236,512.

The Central Pacific Railroad Co. built
7T

1o -̂ miles at $16,000 per mile; 580T
3^-

miles at $32,000 per mile ; 150 miles at
$48,000 per mile, making a total of
$25,885,120.

The total subsidies for both roads
amount to $53,121,632. Government
also guaranteed the interest on the Com-
panies' first mortgage bonds to an equal
amount.

COST OF CONSTRUCTION, MATERIAL, ETC.
In the construction of the whole line

there were used about 300,000 tons of iron
rails; 1,700,000 fish plates; 6,800,000
bolts; 6,126,375 cross-ties ; 23,505,500
spikes.

Besides this, there was used an incal-
culable amount of sawed lumber boards
for building, timber for trestles, bridges,
etc. Estimating the cost of the road
with equipments complete by tbat of
other first class roads ($105,000 per mile),
and we have the sum of $186,498,900 as
the approximate cost of the work.

ROLLING STOCK.
To operate this road, the two compa-

nies have now in use : Locomotives, 333 ;
first-class passenger cars, 156; palace
sleeping cars, 43 ; emigrant and second-
class cars, 76 ; mail, express, bag-gage,
and caboose cars, 179 ; box and flat care,
5,378 ; hand cars, 421 ; dump and sec-
tion cars, 430; stock, coal, and iron cars,
725; fruit cars, 32; bridge, derrick,
wrecking, rubble, powder, water, and
cook cars, 89; president's, pay and offi-
cers' cars, 7 ; total, 7,769.

We have not had much to say in the
GUIDE heretofore in regard to the

IMPORTANCE OP THE ROAD
to the American people, the Govern-
ment, or the world at large, simply from
the fact that it seemed to us anything
we might say would be entirely super-
fluous, as the incalculable advantages to
all could admit of no possible doubt. We
were content in calling attention to the
vast extent of rich mineral, agricultural
and grazing country opened up—a
country which had heretofore been con-
sidered worthless. We pointed out, step
by step, the most important features,
productions, and advantages of each sec-
tion traversed by the road; stated that
the East and West were now connected
bv a short and quick route, over which
the vast trade of China, Japan, and the
Orient could flow in its transit Eastward;
and, finally, that its importance to the
miner, agriculturist, stock-raiser, the
Government, and the world at large,
few, if any, could estimate.

• •
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LOOK BACK A LITTLE.
To those who are always growling

about railroads, ignore history, and'ap-
pear to think that these railroad com-
panies are great debtors to the Govern-
ment, we would kindly request to look
back a little.

March 1 8, 1862.—Before the Pacific
Railroad was chartered, while the coun-
try was in the midst of a civil war, at a
time, too, when foreign war was most
imminent — the Trent affair shows
how imminent—and the country was
straining every nerve for national
existence and capital, unusually cautious
Mr. Campbell, of Penn., Chairman of the
House Committee on the " Pacific Rail-
road M [See Congressional Globe, page
1712, session 2d, 87th Congress], said:

M The road is a necessity to the government.
It is the government that is asking individual
capitalists' to build the road. Gen tlemen are under
the impression that it is a very great benefit to
these stockholders to aid tJiem to an extent of
about half the capital required. I oeg leave to
call the attention of gentlemen to the fact that it is
the government which is under the necessity to
construct the road. If the capitalists of the
country are willing to come forward and advance
half the amount necessary for this great enter-
prise, the government is doing little in aiding the
Company to the extent of the other half by way
of a loan."1" Again (page 1911)—" 72 is not sup-
posed that in the first instance the Company will
reimburse the interest to the government; it will
reimburse it in transportation." Mr. White
said: " / undertake to say that not a cent of
these advances will ever be repaid, nor do I think
it desirable that they should be, as this road is to
be the highway of the nation.'''1

In the Senate [see Congressional Globe,
page 2257, 3d vol., 2d session, 37th Con-
gress], Hon. Henry Wilson, from Mass.,
said:

111 give no grudging vote in giving away either
money or land. I would sink $100,000,000 to
build the road, and do it rnost cheerfully, and
think 1 had done a great thing for my country.
What are $75 or $100,000,000 in opening a
railroad across the central regions of this con-
tinent, that shall connect the people of the Atlantic
and Pacific, and bind us together f Nothing. As
to the lands, I dorCt grudge them."

The report of Senator Stewart, from
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad
to the Senate of the U. S., in February,
1871, will afford one illustration of the
advantages of the road to the Govern-
ment up to that time. He says:

The cost of the overland service for the
whole period, from the acquisition of our Pacific
coast possessions down to the completion of the
Pacific Railread, was over $8,000,000 per annum,
and this cost was constantly increasing.

"The cost, since the completion of the road,
is the annual interest" [which includes all the
branches—ED.} " $3,897,129—to which must be
added one-hali the charges for services per-
formed by the Company, about $1,163,138 per
annum, making a total annual expenditure of
about $5,000,000, and showing a saving of at
least $3,000,000 per annum.

" This calculation is upon the basis that none
of the interest will ever be repaid to the United
States except what is paid by the services, and
that the excess of interest advanced over freights
is a total loss.

" In this statement no account is made of the
constant destruction of life and private property
by Indians, of the large amounts of money paid
by the Secretary of the Treasury as indemnity
for damages by Indians to property in the
government service on the plains under the act
of March 3, 1849, of the increased mail facilities,
of the prevention of Indian wars, of the increased
value of public lands, of the development of the
coal and iron mines of Wyoming, and the gold
and silver mines of Nevada and Utah, of the
value of the road in a commercial point of view
in utilizing the interior of the continent, and in
facilitating trade and commerce with the Pacific
coast and Asia: and, above all, in cementing
the Union, and furnishing security in the event
of foreign wars."

Some of the advantages of the Pacific
Railroad to the Government, and, con-
sequently, to the country at large, are
made manifest in the above report.

By charter, the Government exacted
that the company should complete the
road by 1876 ; but by almost superhu-
man exertion it was completed May 10,
1869—and the Government will have
the benefit of the road seven years be-
fore the company were compelled to
finish it. Now, taking no account of the
millions the Government saved during
the building1 of the road—at their own
figures—and the saving during the
seven years previous to 1876 will net
the Government $21,000,000, besides pay-
ing the interest on the whole amount of
bonds.

It cost the Government, before the
completion of the Pacific Railroad, ac-
cording to Mr. Stewart, " over $8,000,000
per annum, and this cost was constantly
increasing." How fast was this increase ?
Could it be less than 6 per cent, per an-
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num ? We think not! Then, by taking
6 per cent, as a basis for calculation, the
Government will have saved, previous
to 1876, in the seven years that the
road was completed before the compa-
nies were required to complete it—and
after the Government pay every dollar
of interest on their own bonds, issued to
the companies to aid the construction of
the road—THIRTY MILLIONS OF DOL-
LARS,

Bat, says the Growler, " What about
the snow blockade ?" As we have re-
cently given oar views at length in our
Western World, we will simply say the
present winter lias been one of unusual
and unheard of severity.

The company took, as it was thought
by everybody at the time, ample p e-
caations to protect their cuts from the
drifting snow, by the erection of snow-
fences and snow-sheds at every exposed
point. Then why should the company
be censured for what neither they nor
any oue else could have surmised ?

How the road will be protected in
future is ss yet undecided. The Presi-
dent, Mr. Clark, says (April 20): " I do
not know yet just what plan we shall
adopt to prevent the recurrence of
the snow blockade, but you can assure
the public that if a liberal expenditure
of money will protect the road, it SHALL
BE DONE." We know the road can be
protected by a thorough system of snow-
sheds, and we believe it will be.

1860-1870.
The States and Territories on the line

of the Union and Central Pacific Rail-
road—or immediately tributary to it—
contained a population in 1860 of only
554,301, with 132 miles of telegraph
line and 32 miles of railway. This
same scope of country contained a popu-
lation, according to the census of 1870,
of 1,011,971, and it is now encompassed
by over 13,000 miles of telegraph lines
and 4,192 miles of railroads, completed,
and many more in progress, in which are
invested the enormous eaoital of Three
Hundred and Sixty-three Millions Seven
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars.

Should we add to the above the im-
mense amount of capital invested—
within the same ten 'years—in quartz
mill*, smelting furnaces, development
of mines, and other resources of the
country, the grand total would be truly
astonishing.

We have the official figures, exhibit-
ing the improvements within an area
of two miles of each town on the line
of the Union Pacific Railroad—fur-
nished us by J. M. Eddy, Esq., of the
Town Lot Department—which show
that $1,798,810 has been expended for
buildings, and 1,293 new ones have
been erected. With this large expen-
diture for buildings alone, what must be
the amount for agricultural and other
purposes ?

Where, but a few years ago, the buf-
falo and other game roamed in count-
less thousands, and the savages skulked
in the canyons and secret hiding-places
where they could pounce out unawares
upon the emigrant—the hardy pioneer
who has made the wilderness, if not
" to blossom like the rose," a. safe path-
way for the present generam n, by lay-
ing down their lives in the cause of ad-
vancing civilization—note are to be
seen hundreds of thousands of hardy
emigrants, with their horses, cattle,
sheep, and domestic animals, and the
savages are among the things that have
" moved on."

NOW LET US REASON TOGETHER,

O ye croakers! in view of the above
figures about the everlasting cry con-
cerning our "Public Domain," "rail-
road land grants," "giving away the
lands," "burning shame," etc., etc.
" Now, by the Eternal !" as old General
Jackson would say, we would like to
know what the lands would be worth
without a railroad ? Could the Govern-
ment ever sell them? NEVER. It
could not realize as in nch from a million
of acrea as it wouM cost their surveyors
and land-agents for cigars wliile look-
ing after them. When the Pacific
Road commenced, there was not a land
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HON. HORACE F. CLARK,
President of the Union Pacific Railroad Company.

office in Colorado, Wyoming, Montana,
Utah, or Nevada, and only one or two
in each of the other States or Territories.
On the other hand, by the building of
the road, many millions of dollars have
already found their way into tbe Govern-
ment coffers, and &tjust double the usual
price per acre. The Government to-day
stands in the position of the boy who
wanted to eat his apple, sell it, and then
get credit for giving it away. O gener-
osity !

The Union Pacific Railroad.
Though but little faith was at first

felt in the successful completion of this
great railway, no one,at the present day,
can fail to appreciate the enterprise

which characterized the progress and
final completion of this road, the long-
est in the woxld, and its immense value
to the Government, our own people, and
the world at large.

By the act of 1862, the time for the
completion of the road was specified.
The utmost limit was July 1, 1876.

The first contract for construction on
the Union Pacific was made in August,
1863, but various conflicting interests
connected with the location of the line
delayed its progress, and it was not un-
til the 5th day of November, 1865, that
the ceremony of breaking ground was
enacted at a point on the Missouri river,
near Omaha, Neb.

Mr. George Francis Train, in his
speech on the occasion of breaking



ground, said the road would be com-
pleted in five years. Old Fogy could
not yet understand Young America, and,
as usual, he was ridiculed for the re-
mark, classed as a dreamer and vision-
ary enthusiast, the greater portion of
the people believing that the limited
time would find the road unfinished.

It was completed to Promontory Point,
in Utah—1,084 miles—in three years six
months and ten days. By arrangements
with the Central Pacific Railroad Com-
pany, the " Union " relinquished 46
miles of road to the " Central," leaving
its entire length 1,038 miles. A place
called Union Junction, six miles west of
Ogden, where the connection is made at
present, has been decided by act of Con-
gress to be the proper junction between
the two roads. It is proposed to erect a
mammoth hotel at the " Junction " (see
illustration), which will be described
hereafter.

In 1864, Omaha contained less than
3,000 population, mostly a trading peo-
ple, and the railroad company were
compelled to create, as it were, almost
everything. Shops must be built, forges
erected, all the machinery for success-
ful work must be placed in position, be-
fore much progress could be made with
the work. This was accomplished as
speedily as circumstances would permit,
and by January, 1866, 40 miles of road
had been constructed, which increased
to 265 miles during the year; and in
1867, 285 miles more were added, mak-
ing a total of 550 miles on January 1,
1868. From that time forward the work
was prosecuted with greatly increased
energy, and on May 10, 1869, the road
met the Central Pacific Railroad at Pro-
montory Point, Utah Territory — the
last 534 miles having been built in a
little more than 15 months, being an
average of nearly one and one-fifth
miles per day.

MATERIAL USED, AND HOW OBTAINED.

Most Americans are familiar with the
history of the road, yet but few are
aware of the vast amount of labor per-
formed, in obtaining the material with
which to construct the first portion.
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There was no railroad nearer Omaha
than 150 miles eastward, and over this
space all the material purchased in the
Eastern cities ha4 to be transported by
freight-teams at ruinous prices. The
laborers were, in most cases, transported
to the railroad by the same route and
meaus. Even the engine, of 70 horse
power, which drives the machinery at
the Company's works at Omaha, was
conveyed in wagons from Des Moines,
on the river of that name ; that being
the only available means of transporta-
tion at the time.

For six hundred miles west of Omaha
the country is bare of lumber, save a
limited supply of cottonwood, on the
islands in and along the Platte river,
wholly unfit for railroad purposes. East
of the river the same aspect is pre-
sented, so that the company were com-
pelled to purchase ties cut in Michigan,
Pennsylvania, and New York, at prices
reaching $2 50 per tie. We might add
that the supplies necessary to feed the
vast body of men engaged had to be
purchased in the East, and thus tran-
sported. In less than a year, however,
these obstacles had been overcome, and
the work proceeded at much less ex-
pense thereafter.

THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD DEPOT.

On another page will be found a beau-
tiful illustration, which was engraved
expressly for the GUIDE, accompanied
with a full description.

THE LAND DEPARTMENT

to the emigrant must be of more inte-
rest than any other. O. P. Davis, Esq., is
the Land Commissioner, whose adver-
tisement will be found on our Time Table
map.

We are informed by Mr. Davis that
the sales of lands in his department,
mostly to actual settlors, from August
1, 1869, to April 1, 1872, amounted to
518,000 acres, for which he received
$2,180,000. Pretty good for 21 months.

THE TOWN LOT DEPARTMENT.

Business men who are seeking a good

location in the West, where they can
procure a " foothold " at a low figure,
make a good living from the start, and
" grownup with the country," will find
this department of unusual import-
ance. It embraces 100 towns between
Omaha, Nebraska, and Corinne, Utah.
J. M. Eddy, Esq., is the general agent
at Omaha.

THE COMPANY'S WORKS.
To the right, on the low land fronting

the river, the company have located
their principal shops and storehouses.
They are built of brick, in the most sub-
stantial form, and with the out-buildings,
lumber yard, tracks, etc., cover about
30 acres of ground. The master-mecha-
nic of the road is I. H. Congden.

THE ROUND HOUSE.
This building is one and a-half stories

high, of brick, with the exception of
five stalls, which were the first put up
for the road, and are built of wood.
The building contains twenty stalls in
all, and is under the charge of James
McConnell, master - mechanic of the
Omaha shops.

MACHINE SHOP.
This is built with very strong walls,

and is 60x120 feet in size. It is fur-
nished with all the new and most im-
proved machinery which is necessary
for the successful working at all the
branches of car and locomotive repairs
or car construction. Among the ma-
chines may be seen lathes for turning
driving-wheels, two boring mills for
boring car-wheels, and one hydraulic
press, used for pressing car-wheels on
their axles.

At one time this shop presented a
lively scene—when 850 sinewy men
were busily engaged in manufacturing
and repairing cars. All this body of
men were then connected with the loco-
motive department, and could no more
than keep that department of the road
in repairs. No other shops on the line
were then in working order, excepting
those at North Platte. Now, the force is
reduced, as the company are abundantly
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