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IN TEHE WORLD.

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BOOK OF WESTERN SCENERY

EVER ISSUED.

The Most Complete, Accurate and Reliable Trans-
Continental Guide Ever Known.

Officially Endorsed b); the Pacific R. R. Companies.

TESTIMONIALS.

GENERAL TICRET OFFICE UNinx PaciFie R. R.
Omaha, Neb., Feb., 16, 1876,
Having examined the proof-sheeta and illustrations of

vour new * Pucific Twurist, and tigide of Travel Aeross the -

Continent,” wu tnke plesrure in saying that the book con-
veys more detalled Inforination of the Union snd Central

acific R. R Lioo.and the Country thromgh which it pasaes, -

than any publication of similar character we have vver seen,
Tothoss Intending to settle, the miner, the tourst, the
hea!th amd pleasure seeker, it is an especlally valunble and
reliable gulde. Hoping it will tind the remly sale it merits,
we are yours truly,
THOS. L. KIMBALL, G. I. aud T Agemt.

Laxp DErARTMENT UNi0ox PaciFie R. R. Co
Omuhn, Neb, Feb 17, 1876
T have examined the prospectis and proof-shevts of your
“ Pacitie Tonrist,™ un
work mnects my unqu:
ply # long felt want for
tho<e eroszing tha Continent.

ap roval. Your book will sup-
enmplety nml relinble Guide to
Iam glal you have under-

wn state without hesitation that the ‘

taken guch a work; very few are =o well qualified by per. |

sonal experience and observation of this great reglon, to
know its attractions and resources.und able to present themn
in aclenr and concise munmner,  Your work Jus my mest
bearty commendation, and 1 am confident yveu will have
the abundant suceess your enter prise mid o fTorts dese

Yours truly, . F. DAYLS, Land Com,

PrLLyAY PaciFic Car Co.
Omaha, Neb., Mareh 11, 1876,

T am glad to know that you hiave dlecidesd to rnbllsll a rom-
prolisnsive aml complete work tor the guldance of tha
thousands who vi-it our Western country in pursnit of
henlth and pleasure, aml 1 will say in all sincerdry that T
know of no person more competent than yourself for this
work, and I hope your fundest expoctations will be more

than realizel.
Yours traly, L. M. BENNETT, Rupt.

CENTRAL PaciFie R. R. |
|an Francisvo, Cal,, Feb. 29, 1876, §
H. T. WiLLIAMS, Esq:—We take plensure in netleing
your effonts in the publication of anew and hnproved Gulide
awl Hand B T the use of regular pasaengers and tour-
inta traveling over the Overland or Paclfie B R. Line,
10 plices of resort, interest or curioslty in California and
Nevid,  From proof« of your work which we have examn.
fned, we judee tl
sarinfaetary tu tl
reuly sale.

publie, and we trustthat it will meet with
Very respectinlly

T. . GOODMAN, G. P. A, and T, A.
T cheerfully endorse the above,

A. N. TOWNE, Gen'l Supt.

h: same, when complere, will prove

Uxi1oX PaciFic R R. Co., CHIFF EXGINFER'S OFFICE, ’
#3 Nusxau etreet. Now York, Oct. 4. 1876,

Mr. HEXRY T WiLniams:=1 am exceedingly well
pleased with The Pucide Tourist; the illustrutlons are of
remarkable beanty, and the descriptivns of scenery are
very intereating,

It in in all respecta the boat volume yet produced, relat-
Ing 1o Trmvel sl Scepery of the Far West; and of the
Paclile Railrond, in protienlar, it is undonbtedly the most
£, necnrate aml ecomnplets Gride 1 have ever seen.

I consbiler it fndlspentable tosevery traveler to Callfor-
nin; & great credit to the country, the Publsher. sl the
Railroad. (~igned,) T.SICKELS, Chief Enginver.

Cnicaan, BrrLisaToN & Quixey R.R |-
‘hileago, Bept 12, 1806,
Having enrefully examined your * Paetfle Tonrist ** and

Gulide nerosa the Continent, 1 have no hesitation in pro-

nouncing it n = grand surecesa,'”
1t is Full of intere-ting information and valuable stails-

ties, amd I cheerfully recommend it 10 the Travel=r and

Tourist.

D. W. HITCHCOCK. (ien'l Passenger Agont.

CHICAGO, RocK TsLAND & PaciFic R, R.
Chiengo. Angust 31, 1876,

T am In receipt of your Illustrated Trans, Continental R,
R. Guide, and will say that it ix the handsomest. most coms
plute, accurate and relinble Overland Guide that | bave yet
seen.  The Engeavings are well exeented, nmd the scenery
sclected for Tllustrutionn, the finest on the ronte.

1 am contident that your effort« to furnish Tourists with
a correct and readable Guide, will fusnre {8 success

A. M. SMITH, Gen'] Passanger Agent.

Curcago, BurLixcToN & Quixey R R.
Chleago, Oct. 6, 18T6.

Allow me to expross a hearty appreciation of your
 Pacific Tonrist."

Ax a (inhie to the Pacifie, it In far in rdvance of any
other work of similar eharacter thit hias come to my notiee,
and one 1hat Yo may jistly b prond of,

It Is replete witli rajuable informarion to the traveler,
and #n intepporsent with excellent miscellany, unllke other
ro-called Guides.) that the reader can iil 1o hecome
Interestanl. ainl elosa with a verdict of * w

SAMUEL 'OWELL. (ien'] Tlcket Agent C..B. & Q. R R.

Also, Bec’y, Gen'l Ticket and Pass. Agenl’s
Association of U. 8.
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Destimonials ¢ GEndorsements |
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# Unron Paciric RaiLroap Co., }
OMAHA, NEB., May 30, 1876.
Mr. Henry T Williams:

1 constder THE PAciFic TOURIST & very complete
volume, indlspenasble to the overland passenger; sud a
book that every library should contain. The tnformation
it gives is correct and concisely stated. while the i.lustra-
tions are very true and benutiful. forming a most attractive
feature of the work. You sxhould be liberally rewnrded for
the paius and expense you bave buen at in producing it.

J. J. DicKEy,

Buperintendent Telegraph Department,”

“QFFIOE CHICAGO & NORTH-WEBTERN RAILROAD, Co }
CH1CAGL, June 3, 1876.

You have made s Guide that you shoull be prond of. and
I trust that you will be umply repaid for your work. I sin-
ourely hupe for its success.
W. H. STEXNETT,

General Passenger Agent.”

* Oftice of U. 8. Geologlcal and Geographical Burvey
of the Territories,
WasuiNuToN, June 10, 1876,
DEAR SIR:

Your Gilile Bnok is splendld. Nothing liko it ever
got out on this Continent. It is a world of information in
regand 80 the Far West. It will be uscful, not only o the
tmveler, but to all others, as a condenwmul library of infor-
mation sbout the West. Yours nincersly,

F. V. HAVDEN.”

# MicH1GANX CeNTRAL RartLrosp Co.,
CHICAGO, My 249, [876.

I thank you for an opportunity to see * WiLLIAMA' PA-
CiFtc ToURIATS GuipE." It makes a very creditable ap-
}mannm, and will meet the wants of all who are searching

ot # correct guide to the many points of interest upon our
GREAT TRANB-CONTINENTAL RovTe. I wish you much
success in the undertaking. Yours truly,
HexkryY . WENTWORTH,

General Passenger Agent.”

“CHICAGD, I'lt:m.méros & QUINCY RAILROAD Ca
BosTox, June 1, 1876.
Your Guide Ia very finely gotten up, and is aboad of any-
thing of the kind I have yet seen.

E. P. RirLey,
General Eastern Agent."

“ MICOTGAX CENXTRAL RAILROAD, }
BorToN, June 6, 1876.

I have examined your‘Paciric Tovnrist.' and take
plensure In commending it 1o trans-continental truvelers,
not only as nn accurate Guiile Book, hut as n work well eal-
culared to while away honrs wlhich become ton heavy for
comfort. The work ia well edited, and s worthv of a place,
not only In the hands« of the traveler, but on the shelves of
the private library. I hope your labors will meet with sat-
Isfmctory reward.
| J. Q. A. BEAX,

! Genural Eastern Agent.”

RAILROADS, THE PRESS, AND PUBLIC MEN.

— i —————

“We are surprised at the amount of information it con-
tains. The volume contsinx morv matter thun the com-
bined lssues of Nonlhoff’s Culitornia, Plcturesque Amerien,
and Crofutt’s book. Ita illustrutivns of western reenery
and travel, in numbers, beuuty and accuracy, exceed those
of any volume ever published. The ruilromd companles
have unqualitiedly indorsed Lt as the most necurate and re-
llable gtﬂdo ever seen,”

AMERICAX BOOKSELLER, N, Y.

“*The Paclfic Tourist is singularly full and complete.”
Tue EvVENING PusT, N. Y.

“ U HE PACIFIC TOURIRT = an ita editor claime. the cortliest
and handsomext book of 1he rort yet fusued, The dererip-
tions are well written. and wood engravings after good art-
irts are very handsome. Mr. Williams hias done a great
deal of traveling. spent a consldersble nmount of money
in getting up the Guide, and has been very competently
aided by tourists and journalisis of experience.™

SPRINGFIELD REPUBLICAN, (MABS.)

“ It will not disappoint expectntions in Any rexpect, ita
only faull belng that 11 contents are of =0 comprehensive a
kind, that the fntending tourist wiil, likely enough, suffer
from an embarrassment of riches,”

DALY INQUIRER, PHILADELFHIA, PA.

“This Gulde mnkaamong the very hest efforis ever issued.
Tia dehnese and completeness in lustrations, information
and descriptions, can only be renlized by un examination
of the work. The ground traveled over and described ia
immense. It ix doubttul if any other work offers &0 much
vnlunble and useful mformation 10 triavelers in s0 suc-
einet nnd attractive a form. We miay say that it gives, in-
deed, too much for the money, The views are profuse and
notubly good. The nmount of illuatration in the book con-
sldering its cost, in abrolutely marvetous. nnd the ability and
enorgy Mr. Willinma hus shown In getting it up is soine-
thing to be admired.”

PuBLIBHERS' WEEKLY, NEW YuRK CITY,

At 1ast there ia n Guide Book to the Pacific Const, every
way worthiv of the wonderful seenery, and inexhnnstible
repourcen of the werlern part of the American Continent,
and the sagacity, ekill and money that bave given us the
Pacific Rallioads.

The P * TovRIsT i edited by the one man in this
COUnITY, W ix competent 1o furnish sueh 8 Guide Book.
Mr. Willlams has, in personal travel and by various excur-
sione, made himsellf personally fumiliar with the whole
gronnd. The volume is filled with all pessible information of
value 10 those intending to travel to the Pacific. nnd is s
interestingly written. and o luviahly and beautitally ilioe
tratd by the best artlats, as to nake it volnme worthy
library.  Time and space utterly fall o derciilie detd
The book only needs to be seen to be appreciated.”

THE DAILY UNI0ON, SPRINGFIELD, Mass

“Indispenrable to persona traveling in the West, [t
brought ont in exeellent. even sumptuous =ty le, nnd is vi
eoplonsly [Hustrated with pictures of Interesting places a
ehinrreteTs,

Every sort of inforimation neeful and entertaining. is giv
in regard 1o the whole region of the Pacitie Slopwe, th
making 1he bouk of the greatest value to tourists and bu
ness men,"”

THE DAILY GRAFHIC, N. Y
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ADAMS & BISHOP'S

.[lluatrattd {T,a;mm -(fpuminenial @nidn&

OF TRAVEL,

FROXM

The Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

CONTAINING FULL DESCRIPTIONE OF

RAILROAD ROUTES ACROSS THE CONTINENT, ALL PLEASURE RESORTS AND PLACES OF MOST
XOTED SCEXNERY IN THE FAR WEST, ALSO OF ALL CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES,

U. 8. FORTS, SPRINGS., LAKES, MOUNTAINS,
ROUTES OF SUMMER TRAVEL, BEST LOCALITIES FOR HUNTING,

FISHING, BPORTING, AND EXJOY-
MENT, WITH ALL NEEDFUL INFORMATION FOR THE PLEASURE TRAVELER,

MINER, SETTLER, OR BUSINESS MAN.

A COMPLETE TRAVELER'S GUIDE
The Wnion and @entral Pacific Bailvoads,

AXD ALL POINTS OF DBUSINERSS OR PLEASURE TRAVEL TO
CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, NERRASKA, WYOMING, UTAH, NEVADA, MONTANA, THE MINES AXD MINING
OF THE TERRITORIES, THE LANDS OF THE PACIFIC COAST, THE WONDERE OF TUE
ROCKY MOUNTAINS, THE SCENERY OF THE SIERRA NEVADAS, THE COL-
ORADO MOUNTAINS, THE BIG TREES, THE GEYSERS, THE
YOSEMITE, AND THE YELLOWSTGXNE.

HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Epitor.

WITH SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS DY

Pror. F. V. HAYDEN, CLARENCE KING,

Carr. DUTTON, A. C. TEALE, JOAQUIN
MILLER, J. B. DAVIS, F. E. SIIEARER.

TLLUSTRATIANS BY
TIIOMAS MORAN, A. C. WARREN, W. SNYDER. F. SCHELL. H. W. TROY, A. WILL.
ENGRAVINGS BY MEEDER & CHUBB.
Price, $1.50 Railroad Edition, Flexible Covers, 332 pp
“  $2.00 Full Cloth, Stiff Covers, 364 pp.

NEW YORK:
ADAMS & BISHOP, PUBLISHERS.
1881.

Springfield Prigtjug Company, Priuters, Electrotypers und Bundets, sptingaed, Msss.
e
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TEE PACIFIC TOURIST.

possess company of friends to join you, the
overland tour becomes an intense delight.

The sleeping-cars from New York to Chicago,
proceeding at their rushing rate of forty or more
miles per hour, give to travelers no idea of the
true comfort of Pullman car life. Indeed the
first thousand miles of the journey to Chicago or
St. Louis has more tedium and wearisomeness,
and dust and inconvenience than all the rest of
the journey. Do not judge of the whole trip by
these first days out. From Chicago westward
to Omaha the cars are far finer, and traveling
more luxurious, likewise the rate of speed is
slower and the motion of the train more easy than
on roads farther east.

At Omaha, as you view the long Pacific train
just ready to leave the depot for its overland trip,
(often over 600 feet in length), giving an appear-
ance of strength, massiveness and majestic power,
you can but admit it is exceedingly beautiful and
1 0 = . - * = .
impressive ; this feeling is still more intensified
when a day or so later, alone out upon the upland
plains, with no living object in sight, as you
stand at a little distance aud look down upon the
long train, it seems the handsomest work of
science ever made for the comfort of earth’s

le.

pe?lPhe slow rate of speed, which averages but
sixteen to twenty miles per hour, day and
night, produces a peculiarly smooth, gentle
and easy motion, most soothing and agreeable.
The straight track, which for hundreds of miles
is without a curve, avoids all swingiug motions of
the cars; sidelong bumps are unknown. The
cars are connected with the Miller buffer and
platform, and make a solid train, without the dis-
comforts of jerks and jolts. And the steady,
easy jog of the train, as it leisurely moves west-
ward, gives a feeling of genuine comfort, such as
no one ever feels or enjoys in any other part of
the world.

A Pullman Pacific car train in motion is a
grand and beautiful sight too, from within as well
as from without. On some lovely, balmy, sum-
mer day, when the fresh breezes across the prai-
ries ind,uce us to open our doors and windows,
there may often be seen curious and pleasant
sigllt.s. Standing at the rear of the train, and
with all doors open, there is an unobstructed
view along the aisles throughout the entire length.
On either side of the train, are the prairies, where
the elya sees but wildness, and even desolation,
then looking back upon this long aisle or avenue,
he sees civilization and comfort and luxury.
How sharp the contrast. The first day’s ride
over the Pacific Railroad westward, is a short one
to nightfall, but it carries one through the
beautiful undulating prairies of eastern Nebraska,
the best settled portions of the State, where are
its finest homes and richest soil. Opening sud-
denly into the broad and ever grand Valley of
the Platte, the rich luxuriant meadow-grass, in

the warmth of the afternoon sun, make even the
most despondivg or prosaj feel there is beauty in
prairie life.

On the second day out, the traveler is fast
ascending the high 'rlains and summits of the
Rocky Mountains. The little villages of prairie
dogs interest and amuse every one. Then come
in sight the distant summits of Long’s Peak and
the Colorado Mountains. Without scarcely ask-
ing the cause, the tourist is full of glow and
enthusiasmn. He is alive with enjoyment, and
yet can scarcely tell why. The great plains
themselves seem full of interest.

Ah! It is this keen, beautiful, refreshing,
oxygenated, invigorating, toning, beautiful, en-
livening mountain air which is giving him the
glow of nature, and quickening him into greater
appreciation of this grand impressive country.
The plains themselves are a sight—most forci-
ble; shall we call them the blunkness of desolation £
No, for every inch of the little turf beneath your
feet is rich; the soil contains the finest of food
in the little tufts of buffalo grass, on which
thousands and millions of sheep and cattle may
feed the year through. But it is the vastness of
wide-extending, uninhabited, lifeless, uplifted
solitude. If ever one feels belittled, ’tis on the
plains, when each individual seems but a little
mite, amid this majesty of loneliness. But the
traveler finds with the Pullman car life, amid
his enjoyments of reading, playing, conversation,
making agreeable acquaintances, and with con-
stant glances from the car window, enough to
give him full and happy use of his time.

Night time comes, and then as your little berths
are made up, and you snugly cover yourself up,
under double Munlers (for tﬁe night air is always
crisp and cold), perhaps you will often witness
the sight of a prairie fire, or the vivid flashes
of lightning; some of nature's greatest scenes,
hardly less interesting than the plains, and far
more fearful and awe-inspiring. Then turning
to rest, you will sleep amid the easy roll of the
car, as sweetly and refreshingly as ever upon
the home-bed. How little has ever been writ-
ten of * Night on the Pacific Railroad,” the de-
lightful, snug, rejuvenating sleeps on the I'acific
Railroad.

The lulling, quiet life by day, and the sound,
refreshing repose by night, are to the system the
hest of health restorers. Were there but one
thing tourists might feel most gratitude for, on
their overland trip, "tis their enjoyment of the ex-
hilarating mountain air by day, and the splendid
rest by night. But as our train moves on, it in-
troduces us to new scenes.  You soon ascend the
Rocky Mountains at Sherman, and view there
the vast mountain range, the *“Back Bone of the
Continent,” and again descend and thunder amid
the cliffs of Echo and Weber Canons. Yuu
carry with vou your Pullman house and all its
comforts, and from your little window, as from
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ington and Western Railroad, which run trains I
direct to Burlington, la., or to Chieago. I'ull-
inan sleeping-cars run on either route.

From Chicuago,—three roads run across
Iowa direct to Council Bluffs.

The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacifi
Raitroad—crosses the Mississippi River at Das-
euport. The view from the Railroad bridge i-
very beautiful, and the scenery aloug the whole
liue, especianlly through lowa, is very beautiful.
It is the Central Line West from Chicago, and
especially noted for excellent railroad manage-
meunt. The Palace sleeping Cars of this line are
owned by the Company and unexcelled in comfort
and beauty, while the charges between Chicago
are less than routes of other Slevping Cars. The |
}:oa.d Bed is extremely fine, being laid with Steel .

ails,

An excellent feature consists in the Dining
Cars, where meals ure served of unexcelled merit
aud remarkable ciieapness, price 75 cents, a great
comfort and satisfaction to the traveler.

Through Sleeping Cars run from Chicago west-
ward, morning and evening, to Council Bluffs,
Leavenworth, Peoria, and connecting points with
other Railroads.

|

The Chicngo, Burlington and Quincy
Reailroad—crosses the Mississippi at Burling-
ton, Ia., and passes through Southern lown.
The Pullman Cary are very elegant, and the road
pupular.

The Chicago aned North-western Rail-
rond—crosses the Mississippi at Clinton, Ia.
The eating stations on this route are all very
fine. The Pullman cars are also very superior.

Norte.—West of Chicago the Pacific Through
Traing leave in the morning, with Sleeping Cars
through to Council Bluffs without Change.

From St. Lonis—two routes are open to
the tourist. The Missouri Pacific Railroud runs
up on the south gide of the Missouri River, with
Pullman cars, direct for Kansas City, and also
The St. Louis, Kansas City and Northern, on
the northern side of the river. |

Buth of these routes are in direet conncction
with the Kansa: City, St. Joseph and Council Brufis
Railroad, run through sleeping-cars from St. Louis
direct to Omaha. The sleeping-car between St.
Louis and Omaha, runs direct from Omaha de.
pot to Kansas city, and theuce alternate nights '
over each Missouri ruilroad.

Councll Bluffs, Inwa, Railroad Trans-
Fer Grounds.—This, as well as Omaha, is a
transfer point for all passeugers, and the starting
point of all trains on the Union Pacific railroad.
A recent decision of U. 8. Supreme Court, fixes
the terminus of the Pacific Railroad on the east |
side of the Missouri River. The company has
complied with the decision, and the necessity for |
bridge transfer is now entirely removed. At -
Council Bluffs is also the western terminus of

the lowa Railroads. A Union Depot for all rail-
roads has been erected and all passeugers, bag-

i gnge, mails, freight, ete., and tiains for the West,

start from this point, as well as Omaha. Pas-
sengers, however, usually prefer to go to Omaha
for a visit. The city of Council Bluffs is located
about three miles east from the Missouri river,
and contains a population of 15.000. Its record
dates from as early as 1804, when the celebra-
ted explorers, Lewis and Clark, held a council
with the Indians, which fact, together with the
physical peculiarity of the high bluffs overlook-
ing the town, has given it 1ts name—Council
Bluffs.

The city is one of great enlerprire, with a
large number of public buildings, stores, State
institutions, and dwellings, and is the nucleus of
a large trade from surrounding Jowa towns, and
is supported by a rich agricnltural community.
It is intimately connected with Omaha—with
frequent trains over the bridge. by a railroad
ferry, attached to the dummy train, an invention
of P. P. Shelby. It will doubtless come more
lurgely hereafter into prominence as a railroad
town, though the commercial importance of
Omaha, and its trade with the far West, will
doubtless be for a long time to come, far superior.
‘The general offices of the Union Pacific Railroad
Company will remain at Omaha.

At Council Bluffs the Union Pacific Railroad
Company have reserved ample groundr, over
1,000 acres, to accommodate its own trafic and
that of counecting railroads, and extensive prep-
arations will be made to accommodate the vast

i traffic of freights, passengers, baggage and stock,

which daily arrives and departs.

Here are also located the stock-gprounds of the
company, which in time will render the locality
a large stock-market. The past year over 4.000
cars of stock were transferred over the bridge,
and there is ample room for extension.

Sleeping-Car Expenses.—The tariff to
travelers is as follows, with all companies, and
all in greenbacks:

One berth, New York to Chicago,one and one-half

dayn, by nnv route, 5 00
One berth, New York to Cinclnnatl. one and one-

Linlf days, by Pennrylvania rallrond, 4 00
One berili, New York to Cincinnati, one and one-

half davs, bv other routes, 500
One berth, New York to St. Louis, two days, Ly

Any route. 6 00
Une berth, Chicago or 8t. Louls, to Omaha, by any

route, 3 00
One berth, Omaha to Ogden. by Pacific Railroad, 8 00
Une berth, Ouden to S8an Francisco, by Central

L'acitic Railroad, 6 00

MEALS.

All menls at all railroad dining-stations east of

Omaha,
Except dinners on Erle nid New York Central,
Al) meals on Union Pacitic Railrond,
All meals on Central Pacific Railroad, first day,
curreney,
All meals on Central Pacific Railroad, at Colfax,
All meals on Central Pacitic Ruilroad, Lathrop,

X
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Curiosities of History.—To whom the
honor belongs of first proposing the plan of a rail-
road to the f’ﬂaciﬁc. history can never fully deter-
mine. Whitney offered to build it for a grant of
thirty miles in width along ita track, and it was
look-d upon as the freaky fancy of a monomaniac.
Benton, too, the famous statesman, was once
aglow with enthusiasm over the subject, and be-
gan to agitate the project, but it was considered
the harmless fancy of an old politician. And in
1856, when General Fremont was nominated,
the Platform of the National Republican Party
contained a clanse in its favor—but it was re-
garded as a piece of cheap electioneering “ bun-
combe,” and decidedly absurd. Perhaps the
earliest record of a devoted admirer of this project
was that of John Plumbe, in 1836. He was a
Welshman by birth, an American by education
and feeling, a civil engineer by profession, and
lived at Dubuque, Ja. He began to agitate
the project of a railroad from the great lakes
across the Continent to the Territory of Oregon.
From that time to his death, in California, sev-
eral jears after the discovery of gold, he never
failed to urge his project ; earnestly and ardently
laboring to bring 1t before Congress, and attempt-
ing to secure a beginniug of the great work. To
far-seeing statesmen, the idea naturally occarred
that in course of time there would arise on the
Pucific Coast another empire of trade and com-
merce and industry, either at San Francisco, or
the Puget Sound, which would in time, become
the rival of New York and the East, and at
once the project was taken up and encouraged
by Carver, Wilkes, Benton, Whitney, Burton and
others ; but all such ideas met with indifference
and ridicule.

In 1844, when Fremont made his famous ex-
Fluralions across the plains, which has earned
tim so world-wide a reputation, so little was
kuown of the geography of that country, that his
reports were considered an immense acquisition
to the collection of books of physical knowledge
of our country. This section was fully 2,
miles in distance, entirely vacant, no rettlement,
entirely occupied by roving bands of Indians,
and the undisturbed home of the buffalo and
antelope. In that year Chicago was but an
ohscure village, on a prairie without a single
inhabitant. And not a single line of railroad
was built from the Atlantic westward beyond
the Alleghanies, and on the Pacific only one
American flag covered a feeble colony. The dis-
covery of gold in California had its effect in
directin&pub].ic attention to the unknown riches
of its Western border; and at last Congress
wok: up to the need of thorough explorations
and investigations. In March, 1853, Congress
made its first appropriation to explore the Far
West, and ascertain if there was really a practi-
cable route to the Pacific. In 1854, Congress ap-
propriated $190,000 additional ; and, as a result,

nine surveying ﬁ ies were organized and pur-
sued their work. Ten routes were surveyed
between the 32d and 48th parallel of latitude;
the eastern ends ranging all the way from Fulton,
Ark., to St. Paul, Minn.,,—and the western ter-
minal points from San Diego to Puget Sound.
The lengths of these routes varied from 1,533 to
2,290 miles.

'The continued gold discoveries brought an im-
mense flow of population to the Pacific Coast, and
California, more alive to the necessities of such
roads than the East, after numerous agitations, at
last really made the first initiatory experiment.
Earlyin 1861 there was organized at Sacramento,
Cal.. the Central Pacific Railroad Company, who
by the appointment of T. D. Judah, as chief en-
gineer, began the first and most thoi ough railrcad
survey ever made on the Sierras.

Congress then woke up, and in July, 1862, the
first national charter was granted. As a curious
fact in the act—the utmost limit of time allowed
for the completion of the road was fixed at July
1,1876. In October, 1863, the preliminary organ-
ization of the company was completed. A capi-
tal of one hundred million dollars authorized, and
the first contract for construction be in 1864,
but no practical progress was made till 1865,
when on the 5th of November, the first ceremony
of breaking ground, at Omaha, was celebrated.
Then was beﬁun the great work; the rapid
progress of which afterward was a world-wide
sensation, astounding engineers, capitalists and
even governments, with the almost reckless dar-
ing of construction.

Necessity and Benefits to the Govern-
mend.

From 1850 to 1860, the population of the far
Western States and Territories increased from a
mere handful to the large number of 554,301
persons, and in the whole area of 2,000 miles
there had been built only 282 miles of telegraph,
and 32 miles of railway. The United States
Government had established forts and trading
stations, and the year 1870 saw the completion
of the Pacific Railroad line, Congress and the
whole country were astonished to see the rapid
rate of development, and the enormous expense
of government military service. In that year the

opulation had increased to 1,011,971, there had
Eeen built over 13,000 miles of telegraph lines;
there were completed over 4,000 miles of rail-
road ; all representing the gigantic capital of
$363,750,000. In the reports of distinguished
statesmen to the United States Senate, occur
these remarks which show the spirit of the times
then Senator Stewart of California, says:

“The cost of the overland service for the whole
period, from the acquisition of our Pacific Coast

ssessions down to the completion of the Pacific
i&ilmad was $8,000,000 per annum, and con-
stantly increasing.”
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2 TYHE PACIFIC TOURIST.

As a curious fact of national economy, these
figures will chow the result of the Pacific Rail
ruad in saving to the United States Government:

Since the iuilding of the road, the cost of
transportation to the government has been as
follows :

Amount cash pald to rallroad companies for
one-half charge of transportation per
ear, aRbout ¥1,200,000 per anuum, say for

g years—1s6Y to 156,

‘The cost to the government of military trans-
portation In 1570, was 8,000,000 per
annum, and lncreulnﬁ.omr $1,000,000 per
year, in 1876, would have been uver $14,-
000,000, Average for 7 years, at $10,000,000
per year,

Total saving in 7 years to United States Govern-

ment,

The actual amount of interest during this time
id by the United States Treasury on
nds issued in behalf of the railroad,

average interest, $3,897, 120 per Yyear.
Total for 7 years,

$70,000,000

62,600,000

$27,279,006
Net profit over all expenses to United States, $42,310,094

These figures do not include vast amounts of
incidental items which would have been of incal-
culable trouble, or immense expense to the
United States, such as the indemnities con-
stantly being paid by the United States for de-
struction of life and private property by Indians;
also depredations of Indians on fmperty in gov-
ernment service, increased mail facilities and
decreased mail expenses, prevention of Indian
wars, the rapid sale of public lands, and the
energetic development of the mining interests of
all the Territories.

If these can all be correctly estimated, the net
gain to the United States by the building of the
Pacific Railroad. is over fifiy millions of dollars.

Hon. Heary Wilson, in a speech before the
Senate, Thirty-seventh Congress, boldly said:
“ ] give no grudging vote in giving away either
money or land. I would sink $100,000.000 to
build the road, and do it most cheerfully, and
think 1 had done a great thing for my country.
What are $75,000,000 or $100,000,000 in opening
a railroad across the central regions of this Con-
tinent, that shall connect the people of the
Atlantic and Pacific, and bind us together?
Nothing. As to the lands, I do not grudge
them.”

It is a significant fact, that while the heat and
activity of Congressional discussion was most
earnest in aid and encouragement of the project,
the following sentiments were unanimously enter-
tained by all the members of Congress :

1. That the road was a nscessity to the govern-
ment, and if not built by private capital, must be
built in time with public funds alone.

2. To encourage the capitalists of the country
to come forward and aid the project, the govern-
ment were willing to give one-half the funds
necessary as a loan, and were then merely doing
the least part of the whole.

3. That no expectations were entertained that

the road would ever, from its own meanus, be
able to refund the advauce made by the United
States, and no other thought was ever entertained.
save of the benefits to accrue to the public from
the opening of this grand highway of national
interest. No expectations were formed of the
ability of the company to pay or repay the
interest on the loan, bnt one thought was con-
sidered, that the building of the road was ample
compensation and service in its vast aid to in-
dustry, and its saving in transportation.

As editor of this Guide, knowing well the re-
aources of the Far West, we positively assert that
the government has already, in seven years, realized
in both sacings and sales, enough money to liquidate
one-third the whole principal, and nccrued interest
of the government loan, and in lexs than twenty
years from the opening of the road, the government
qain will be greater than the whole of the financial
aid it has ever given. The Pucific Railroad is the
right-hand raving power of the United States.

Discouragements, — Notwithstanding  all
that the povernment had done te encourage it
(by speeches), the work languished. Capitalists
doubted it.  The great war of the rebellion
attracted the attention of every one, and the gov-
ernment, after its first impulses, grew indifferent.
A few bold men determined to work incessantly
for its completion. And one of the resulis of the
great war was the convietion in the minds of
every one—of a closer Union of the States.
“ Who knows,” said one, *but California and the
who'e Pocific Coast may secede, and where are we
thent We can do nothing to retain them. The
Pacific railway must be built. It shall be built to
keep our country together.”

The chief engineer of the railroad. Gen. G. M.
Dodge, in complimenting the directors on the day
of the completion of the last mile of track,
says :

* The country is evidently satisfied that you
accomplished wonders, and have :u.-hieveé a
work which will be a monument to your energy,
your ability, and to your devotion to the enter-
prise, through all its gloomy, as well as bright
periods, for it is notorious rhat notwithstanding
the aid of the government, there was so little
faith in the enterprise, that ils dark days—when
your private fortunes, and your all was staked
on the success of the project—far exceeded those
of sunshine, faith and confidence.”

The lack of confidence in the project, even in
the West, was so great that even in localities
which were to be specially benefitted by its con-
struction, the laborers even demanded their pay
before they would perform their day's work, so
little faith had they in the payment of their
wages, or in the ability of the company to sue-
ceed in their efforts.

Probably no enterprise in the world has been
zo maligned, misrepresented and criticised as
this, but now it is, by unbiased minds, pro-










