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WILLIAMS'
ILLUSTRATED

THE PACIFIC TOURIST.
The handsomest Guide Book In the wor ld! Every traveler needs i t ! Bay it, it Is the best! Williams' Illustrated

Trans-Continental Guide of the Pacific Railroad. Scenery of the Far West, Pleasure Resorts, Mines and Lands of California,
Utah, The Black HUU, Idaho, Nevada, and the Pacific Coast. The most wonderful book of Western Scenery evw known.
• 8 0 , 0 0 0 worth of engravings Full of Grand Illustration** of Scenery. It describes every Railroad Station of the Union
and Central Pacific Railroads for 2,5OO miles. Tells you Where to Go, What to 8ee, Where to Sport and Fish, all xbout
the Pleasure Retorts. Springs, Lakes. Mountains, Mines. Lands. Hud*ever> place-ffiHt will Interest you on your Overland
Trip. 878 paged, price 81 .50 , flexible coven. Railroad Euition, $ 2 . 0 0 , full cloth, 330 pages.

TOURISTS' MAP OF COLORADO.
Endorsed by PROF. H A T D B N as the most accurate Map of tl|e State ever published. Contains all the Harden Surreys,

and is the handsomest Western Map ever seen. Contains the elevation of evett Mountain Pejik. Pass, and -Lnke In the
State, every Road and Trail. County Boundaries. Cities. Towns, RIMI Post'Office*. -The onlyroftiplete Map of Rivers,
Streams, Likes. Railro id.-*, and Routes to ihe Hearth and Pleasure Uesornj and Mines of afl pwtioimti the State. Its geo-
graphical surveys of the San Juau Mining Region have been of unusual detail, completeness, anrf accuracy. Price, 50
cents, paper coven. v ' •

Tourists9 Guide tff €he San Mines.
Contains full description of all the Mining localities discovered within the past two years, th«J? extraordinary richness,

and Routes of Travel thither: Full of information of prncttcal importance to every miner and traveler ; H!*O describes the
following topics : Benuty of Scenery. Hot Springs. Wagon Wheel Gap, Elevation of Mountains, Vbwns, Rates of Fare,
Kxpeuaesof Living. Prices' Pnid forOre/Mjiter** Qmtlt«v I'ne Famous PHgojNi Sorkiga, •Freight Charges. Reduction Works,
How to Ix>cato a Claim, Market Pricos ofGood** in principal towns of SHQ Juan, etc.% etc); alllibout the new Mine** at l^ake
City, Silverton. On ray, Mine nil C\if, PArruttOCty. nihMioslVi ; Mining IAwft^r «i« United States, and of Colorado ; all, in
fact that a Miner can possibly wish to know. Accompanied with a handsome colored MtAP OF BOOTES TO COLOBADO
FBOX THE EABT. Price, 50 cents, paper covers.

THE COLORADO TOURIST.
In preparation. Devoted to a full description of all the Health and Pleasure Resorts. Parks, Mountains, Springs. Mines,

Towns. Scenery, etc.. of Colorado. Will I* magnificently illustrated, and contain over 250 pages of reading of exceeding
iuterest. Will be announced for publication as early at possible.

All tJie above Guides and Maps for sale on all Railroad Trains in the West, or sent by mail, on receipt of price, by
addressing

HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Publisher,
46 Beekman St., New York.

Also for sale at PUBLISHERS' AGENCIES,

BARKA10W BROS..
Omaha, Neb.

RICHARDS & CO.,
Denver, Col.

E. DENISON,
Sacramento, Cal.

JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., A. ROHAN & CO., TRUBNER & CO.,
Chicago, 111. San Francis**; Cal. London, Eng.
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BOOK OF WESTERN SCENERY
ISSUED.

Jfo#t Complete, Accurate and Reliable Trans-
continental Guide Ever Known.

Officially Endorsed by the Pacific R. R. Companies.

TESTIMONIALS.

QBNXBAL TICKET OFFICE UNION PACIFIC R. R.)
Omaha, Neb., Feb., 16, 1876. )

Haying examined the proof-sheets and illustrations of
your new " Pacific Tourist, and Guide qf Travel ACTOSM tfie
Continent," we take pleasure in saying that the book con-
vey* more detailed information of the Union and Central
Pacific K. R. Line, and the Country through which it passes,
than any publication of similar diaracter we have ever seen.

To those intending to settle, the miner, the tourist, the
health and pleasure seeker, it is an especially valuable and
reliable guide. Hoping it will find the ready sale it merits,
we are yours truly.

THOS. L. KIMBALL, O. P. and T. Agent

LAND DEPARTMENT UNION* PACIFIC R. R. CO. \
Omaha, Neb., Feb 17. 1876. )

I hare examined the prospectus and proof-sheets of your
" Pacific Tourist," and can state without hesitation that the
work meets my unqualified approval. Your book will sun-
ply a lone felt want for a complete and reliable Guide to
those cnifwing the Continent. I am glad you have under-
taken such a work; very few are so well qualified by per*
•onal experience and observation of this great region, to
know its attractions and resources.And able to present them
in a clear and concise manner. Your work has my must
hearty commendation, and I am confident you will have
the abundant success your enterprise and efforts deserve.

Yours truly, 0 . F. DAVId, Land Com.

PULLMAN PACIFIC CAR CO. \
Omaha, Neb.. March II, 1876.1

I am glad to know that you have decided to publish a com-
prehensive and complete work for the guidance of the
thousand* who vi»it our Western country in pursuit of
health and pleasure, and I will say in all sincerity that I
know of no person more competent than yourself for this
work, and I hope your fondest expectations will be more
than realized.

Yours truly, L. M. BENNETT, Supt.

CENTRAL PACIFIC R. R. I
Ban Franciwo, Cal., Feb. 29,1876. i

H. T. WILLIAMS, E«q:—We take pleasure in noticing
your efforts in the publication of anew and improved Guide
and Hand Book for the use of regular passengers and tour-
i»ts traveling over the Overland or Pacific R. R. Line, and
to places of resort. Interest or curiosity in California and
Nevada. From proofs of your work which we have exam-
ined, we judge that the same, when complete, will prove
satisfactory to the public, and we trust that it will meet with
ready tale. Very respectfully,

T. H. 0OOPMAN, O. P. A. and T. A.
I cheerfully endorse the above.

A. N. TOWNE, Gen'l Supt

UNION PACIFIC R R. CO., CHIF-F ENGINEER'S OFFICE, \
23 Nassau street. New York, Oct. 4.1876. f

MR. HENRV T WILLIAMS :«—I am exceedingly well
pleased with The Pacific Tourist; the illustrations are of
remarkable beauty, aud the descriptions of scenery are
very interesting.

It Is in all respects the best volume yet produced, relat-
ing to Travel and Scenery of the Far West; and of the
Pacific Railroad, in particular, it is undoubtedly the most
full, accurate and complete Guide 1 have ever seen.

I consider it indispensable'to every traveler to Califor-
nia; a great credit to the country, the Publisher. RIKI the
Railroad. (digued,) T. SICKELS, Chief Engineer.

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON A QUIKCT R. R. I
Chit-ago. Sept 12.1876. I

Having carefully examined your '• Pacific Tourist" and
Guide across the Continent, I have no hesitation in pro-
nouncing it a " grand nuccetst.**

It is full of interesting information and valuable statis-
tics, and I cheerfully recommend it to the Traveler and
Tourist.

D. W. HITCHCOCK, Gen'l Passenger Agent.

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC R. R. \
Chicago. August 31, 1876. I

I am in receipt of your Illustrated Trans. Continental R.
R. Guide, and will say that it is the handsomest, most com-
plete, accurate and reliable Overland Guide that I have yet
seen. The Engravinss are well executed, and the sceuery
selected for IifustrMtions. the finest on the route.

I am confident that your efforts to furnish Tourists with
a correct and readable Guide, will insure its success.

A. M. SMITH, Gen'l Passenger Agent.

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QITINCY R. R. I
Chicago, Oct. 6, 1876. f

Allow me to express a hearty appreciation of your
"Pacific Tourist."

As a Guide to the Pacific, it is far in advance of any
other work of similar character that hnn come to my notice,
and one that you may jnstlv be |»rond of.

It is replete with valuable Informal ion to the traveler,
and so interspersed with excellent miscellany, (unlike other
so-called Guides,) that the reader can not fail to become
interested, and close with a verdict of "well done."

SAMUEL POWELL. Gen'l Ticket Agent C, B. & Q. R. B.
Also, Sec'y, Gen*l Ticket and Pass. Agent's

Association of U. S.



RAILROADS, THE PRESS, AND PUBLIC MEN.

" UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO., )
OMAHA, N E B . , May 30,1876.)

Mr. Henry T Williams:
I consider T H E PACIFIC TOURIST a very complete

volume, indispensable to the overland passenger, and a
book that every library should contain. The in formal km
It gives is correct and concisely stated, while the iiluatra-
lioiiH are very true and beautiful, forming a most attractive
feature of the work. You should be liberally rewarded for
the pains and expense you have been at in producing 1L

J. J. DICKEY,
Superintendent Telegraph Department."

"OFFICE CHICAGO & NORTH-WESTERN RAILROAD, CO., I
CHICAGO, June 3, 1876. J

You have made a Guide that yon should be proud of. and
I trust that you will be amply repaid for your work. J sin-
cerely hope for its success.

W. II. 8TENNETT,
General Passenger Agent."

11 Office of U. 8. Geological and Geographical Survey )
of the Territories. |

WASHINGTON, Jane 10,1876.)
DEAR SIR:

Your Gni.le Book is splendid. Nothing like it ever
got out on this Continent. It i* a world of in formation iu
reganl to the K>ir West. It will be useful, not only to the
traveler, but to all others, as a <*ou<len*ed library of hifor-
uiatiou about the West. Yours sincerely,

F. V. H A Y D E S . "

" MICHIGAN CENTRAL RATLROAD CO., I
CHICAGO, May 29, 1876.1

I thank yon for an opportunity to see * WILLIAMS' P A -
ClFio TOURISTS' GUIDE.' It makes a verv creditable ap-
pearance, and will meet the wants of all who are searching
for a correct guide to the many points of interest upon our
GREAT TKAXB-OONTINENTAL ROUTE. I wish you much
success iu the undertaking. Yours truly,

HENRY C. WENTWORTH,
General Passenger Agent."

"CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY RAILROAD CO.. 1
BOSTON, June 1,1876. J

Your Guide Is very finely gotten up, and hi ahead of any.
thing of the kind 1 have yet seen.

E. P. RIPLEY,
General Eastern Agent."

" MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD, \
BOSTON, June 6,1876.1

I have examined your1 PACIFIC TOURIST.1 and take
pleasure in commending it to trRn.4-contitient.nl travelers,
not only as nn accurate Guide Book, but as a work well cal-
culated to while away hours which Income too heavy for
comfort, The work Is well edited, and is worthy of a place,
not only in the hand?* of the traveler, but on the shelves of
the private librnry. I hope your labors will meet with sat-
isfactory reward.

J. Q. A. BRAN,
General Eastern Agent"

11 We are surprised at the amount of Information it con-
tains. The volume conttiiw* more mutter than the com-
bined issues of Noriilioff'sCMlitornia. Picturesque America,
and Crofuit's book. IU illu*tratIons of western voenery
and travel, in numbers, beauty and accuracy, exceed those
of any volume ever pubJinheri. The railroad companies
have unqualifiedly Indorsed it as the most accurate Mild te-
llable guide ever seen."

AMERICAN BOOKSELLER, N. Y.

"The Pacific Tourist is singularly full nnd complete.*'
T H E EVENING POST, N. Y.

" T H E PACIFIC TOURIST In as its editor claims, the costliest
nnd liuiuiKometit book of the sort yet issued. The descrip-
tions ate well written, and wuori engravings after good nit-
|j*ts are very liHiidsome. Mr. Williams Jins done n uteut
deal of traveling, npent a considerable nmoutil of money
In getting up the Guide, and has been very competently
uided by tourists and journalists of experience."

SPRINGFIELD REPUBLICAN, (MASS.)

" It will not disappoint expectations in any respect, its
only fault being that its contents are of t>o comprehend e a
kind, that the intending tourist will, likely enough, ttufler
from an embarrassment of riches."

DAILY INQUIRER, PHILADELPHIA, P A .

•• Tills Guide ranks among the verv best efforts ever toned.
Its richness MI id com pl«t eiiesa in illustrations, information
and description*, can only be realized by an eximiimitlon
of the work. The ground traveled over and itepcrlbetl is
Inunenne. It \* dmiutiiil if any other work offers M> much
viilimble and utefnl infomintinn to travelers in K> suc-
cinct nnd attractive a form. We may sny that It gives, in-
deed, too much for the money. The views are profuse and
notably good. The amount of Illustration in the book coti-
Klilerlng its <*o«t. in ataoluMy marvelous, and the ability mid
energy Mr. Williams has shown in getting It up is some-
thing to be admired."

PUBLISHERS' WEEKLY, N E W YORK CITY.

" At last there Is a Guide Book to the Pacific Coast, every
way worthy of the wonderful scenery, and inexhaustible
resources of the western part of the A met lean Continent,
and the sagacity, skill and money that have given us the
Pacific Railroads.

T H E PACIFIC TOURIST is edited by the one man in tills
country, who is competent to furnish such a Guide Book.
Mr. Williams has, In personal travel and by various excur-
sion*, made himself personally familiar with the whole
ground. The volume Is tilled with all possible information ut
value to those intending to travel to the Pacific, and is so
interestingly written, and so lavishly nnd beautifully illus-
trated by the best artist*, as to make it a volume worthy any
library. Time and spare utterly fail to describe details.
The book only needs to be seen to be appreciated."

T H E DAILY UNION, SPRINGFIELD, MASS.

"Indispensable to persons traveling In the West. It Is
brought out in excellent, even sumptuous style, and Is very
copiously illustrated with pictures of Interesting places and
character*.

Every sort of Information useful and entertaining, is glwn
In regard to the whole region of the Pad He Slope, thus
making the book of the greatest value to tourists and busi-
ness men."

T H E DAILY GRAPHIC, N. Y.



San Francisco, Cal.
HINKLES PASSENGER AND BAGGAGE ELEVATOR.

SttffffotS

COVERS ONE ENTIRE BLOCK.
KUECAITT ROOMS FOB. TOTTRXSTS.

Overland Travelers may secure Rooms in advance of
arrival, by Telegraph at our Expense.'&R

JOHNSON & CO.,
PROPRIETORS,

Corner Market and Montgomery Streets.



THE BRAND PACIFIC HOTEL,
CHICAGO.

Oyer 500 Rooms—250 with Baths and Closets.

ONE OK THE

Largest, Best F in iske l * Finest Tentilated Hotels
IIST

Occupies an Entire Square, having a frontage North, South, East
and West of Over One Thousand Feet.

Cut of BniUlnt, $1,300,000... Cost of ftrnitire and Iiproremts, $350,000.
P R I C E S OF R O O M S , W I T H B O A R D ,

$3.OO9 $8.50, $4.00, $4.50 & $5.00 per Day, according to Location.
THK TABLE A.ND 8ERVICE UN8UBPA8SKD.

N. B.—A Reduction will be made from the above prices to parties remaining a
week or more*

13P Rooms can be secured, stating Price of same, by Telegraph, at our expense.

JOHN B.~DRAKE & CO.,
PROPRIETORS.
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WILLIAMS'

OF TRAVEL,
FBOM

The Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.
coxTAnrnro FULL DESCHIPTIOKS OF

RAILROAD ROUTES ACROSS THE CONTINENT, ALL PLEASURE RESORTS AND PLACES OF MOST

NOTED SCENERY IN THE FAR WEST, ALSO OF ALL CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES,

U. 8. FORTS, SPRINGS, LAKES, MOUNTAINS,

ROUTES OF SUMMER TRAVEL, BEST LOCALITIES FOR HUNTING, FISHING, SPORTING, AND ENJOY-

MENT, WITH ALL NEEDFUL INFORMATION FOR THE PLEASURE TRAVELER,

MINER, SETTLER, OR BUSINESS MAN.

A COMPLETE TRAVELER'S GUIDE
OF

H&uian and Central garifk §Utilr<mds,
A5D ALL POINTS OF BU8HTE88 OB PLEASURE TRAVEL TO

CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, NEBRASKA, WYOMING, UTAH, NEVADA, MONTANA, THE MINES AND MINING

OF THE TERRITORIES, THE LANDS OF THE PACIFIC COAST, THE WONDERS OF THE

ROCKY MOUNTAINS, THE SCENERY OF THE SIERRA NEVADAS, THE COL-

ORADO MOUNTAINS, THE BIG TREES, THE GEYSERS, THE

YOSEMITE, AND THE YELLOWSTONE.

BY

HENRY T. WILLIAMS, EDITOB.

WITH SPECIAL OONTBIBtrnOXS BY

PROF. F. V- HAYDEN, CLARENCE KING, CAPT. DUTTON, A. C. PEALE, JOAQUIN
MILLER, J. B. DAVIS, F. E. SHEARER. •

ILLUSTRATIONS BY

THOMAS MORAN, A. C. WARREN, W. SNYDER, F. SCHELL, H. W. TROY, A, WILL.
ENGRAVINGS BY MEEDER & CHUBB.

Price, $1.50 Railroad Edition, Flexible Covers, 278 pp.
" $2.00 Full Cloth, Stiff Covers, 320 pp.

NEW YORK:
H E N R Y T. WILLIAMS, P U B L I S H E R .

1878.

Clark W. Bryan & Co., Printers, Electrotypeis mad Binders, Springfield, Mass.



PEEFACE.

FEW can form an adequate idea of the immense field required to be covered by a Trans-Continental Guide.
The amount of labor, personal travel, and research, all of utmost faithfulness and accuracy, is beyond
expression or terms of comparison. Think of the wonderful results accomplished in a few years, by the
opening of the Pacific Railroad. In 1860, the Far West was unknown and unexplored. In 1860, its total
population was but 619,000, most of whom were residents of the Pacific Coast. In 1870, the population had
doubled. In 1876, seven years after the opening of the Pacific Railroad, see how wonderful the change.
The population of the Far Western States and Territories had again increased 40 per cent. And the
Far West now includes this immense field reached only by this Railroad. Population in 1875, 1,624,-
708; area of square miles, 1,446,882; area of square acres, 1,882,744,756. The entire capital now
invested in Railroad enterprises in this vast region now exceeds 1760,000,000. Over 800 towns and sta-
tions have arisen on the great Trans-Continental Route and its branches. The annual receipts exceed
$80,000,000 a year, and the number of passengers, both through and local, exceed 1,000,000. The tide of
pleasure travel has turned westward, and Europe clasps hands with China and Japan across our Continent
Thus have seven short years turned the travel of the world.

This volume represents over nine months9 actual time spent in personal travel—over 2,600 miles—getting with faith-
fulness all possible facts of interest and the latest information. Over 40 artists, engravers and correspondents have
been employed, and the whole represents an outlay of nearly $20,000: thus making it not only the most elaborate,
but the costliest and handsomest Guide Book in the world. No other volume in the world contains
so many views of the scenery of the West The Editor and his Assistants have, in the past seven years,
personally traveled over this great Route more than 80 times. More than 100,000 miles of travel on the
American Continent have been traversed by the Editor, who during eight years' active service as an
associate editor of The New York Independent, has conducted four large editorial parties to the wonders of
the West, representing over 160 journals and a total circulation of over 8,000,000.

In this volume is combined every possible fact to guide and instruct the pleasure traveler, business man,
miner, or settler, who turns his face westward. Herein are found every Railroad Station, and time of the
principal Railroads, all Stage Routes. Distances, and Fare to all principal points; all the wonders of Western
Scenery, Springs, Mountains, Canons, Lakes, Deserts, Rocks, and Gardens are here described in detail.

The trans-ocean traveler from Europe to the Pacific will find all needful information of Routes on the Pacific
Ocean; and the traveler eastward from Australia and Japan will find invaluable help for his route to New York.

Professor F. V. Hoyden, the celebrated leader of the United States Geological Exploring Expedition, has
contributed specially to these pages an admirably condensed account of the Wonders of the Yellowstone;
and with the assistance of A. C. Peale, this Guide is the only publication which gives the most detailed
and accurate information of Routes—how to reach i t

The Big Bonanza Mines are also described in glowing language, and add to the interest of these pages.
The Representative Men of the Far West, who have been the energetic projectors and supporters of all its

active and successful enterprises, are illustrated in our pages.
I acknowledge, with pleasure, special thanks for the services of Mr. J. B. Davis, late editor of The Common-

wealth, Topeka, Kansas, and F. E Shearer, of San Francisco, who have done so much by personal travel and
effort to make this Guide complete; also to G. W. Savage of Salt Lake City, for photographs.

As the Tourist looks with pleasure upon the sketches of Thomas Moron, who more than any other
American artist has illustrated the Glories of the West, or upon the scenes illustrated from the paintings of
Bierstadt, America's favorite painter, and the sketches by Warren, Will, and others, all from life and accurate
in every detail, let him give due credit to Art for these happy embellishments of nature. Wishing every
traveler " ban voyage^ I am, cordially,

HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Editor.
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The Pacific Railroad.
HER grandest scenery borders its magnificent

pathway; thither is her most popular route of
pleasure travel, and most celebrated health resorts;
and along these iron lines, the monument of
financial intrepidity and daring engineering skill,
there is opened a new West, a Continent of itself,
richer in wealth than the most sanguine of hopes;
and hither, in so short space of time, has poured
HO immense a volume of trade, as to change the
entire commerce of the world.

Industries have arisen by the opening of this
great trans-continental line which were never ex-
pected or dreamed of by the projectors; the
richest of mineral discoveries and the most en-
couraging of agricultural settlements have alike
resulted, where little was thought of, and stran-
gest of all, the tide of travel from the European
and the Asiatic countries, and the distant isles of
the Pacific Ocean, once the exclusive privilege of
English vessels through the Suez Canal, or around
the Continent of Africa, actually now crosses the
American Continent with far more speed and
greater safety. The exclamations of American
and European tourists, after a passage over its
magnificent route are alike,—" The greatest wondtr
of the nineteenth century ! "

Curiosities of History.—To whom the
honor belongs of first proposing the plan of a rail-

road to the Pacific, history can never fully deter-
mine. Whitney offered to build it for a grant of
thirty miles in width along its track, and it was
looked upon as the freaky fancy of a monomaniac.
Benton, too, the famous statesman, was once
aglow with enthusiasm over the subject, and be-
gan to agitate the project, but it was considered
the harmless fancy of an old politician. And in
1856, when General Fremont was nominated,
the Platform of the National Republican Party
contained a clause in its favor—but it was re-
garded as a piece of cheap electioneering " bun-
combe," and decidedly absurd. Perhaps the
earliest record of a devoted admirer of this project
was that of John Plumbe, in 1836. He was a
Welshman by birth, an American by education
and feeling, a civil engineer by profession, and
lived at Dubuque, la. He began to agitate
the project of a railroad from the great lakes
across the Continent to the Territory of Oregon.
From that time to his death, in California, sev-
eral years after the discovery of gold, he never
failed to urge his project; earnestly and ardently
laboring to bring it before Congress, and attempt-
ing to secure a beginning of the great work. To
far-seeing statesmen, the idea naturally occurred
that in course of time there would arise on the
Pacific Coast another empire of trade and com-



TME
merce and industry, either at San Francisco, or
the Puget Sound, which would in time, become
the rival of New York and the East, and at
once the project was taken up and encouraged by
Carver, Wilkes, Benton, Whitney, Burton and
others; but all such ideas met with indifference
and ridicule.

In 1844, when Fremont made his famous ex-
plorations across the plains, which has earned
him so world-wide a reputation, so little was
known of the geography of that country, that his
reports were considered an Immense acquisition
to the collection of books of physical knowledge
of our country. This section was fully 2,300
miles in distance, entirely vacant, no settlement,
entirely occupied by roving bands of Indians,
and the undisturbed home of the buffalo and
antelope. In that year Chicago was but an
obscure village, on a prairie without a single
inhabitant. And not a single line of railroad
was built from the Atlantic westward beyond
the Alleghanies, and on the Pacific only one
American fla? covered a feeble colony. The dis-
covery of gold in California had its effect in
directing public attention to the unknown riches
of its Western border; and at last Congress
woke up to the need of thorough explorations
and investigations. In March, 1853, Congress
made its first appropriation to explore the Far
West, and ascertain if there was really a practi-
cable route to the Pacific. In 1854, Congress ap-
propriated 9190,000 additional; and, as a result,
nine surveying parties were organized and pur-
sued their work. Ten routes were surveyed
between the 32d and 49th parallel of latitude;
the eastern ends ranging all the way from Fulton,
Ark., to St. Paul, Minn.,—and the western ter-
minal points from San Diego to Puget Sound.
The lengths of these routes varied from 1,533 to
2,290 miles.

The continued gold discoveries brought an im-
mense flow of population to the Pacific Uoast, and
California, more alive to the necessities of such
roads than the East, after numerous agitations, at
last really made the first initiatory experiment.
Early in 1861 there was organized at Sacramento,
Cal., the Central Pacific Railroad Company, who
by the appointment of T. D. Judah, as chief en-
gineer, began the first and most thorough railroad
survey ever made on the Sierras.

Congress then woke up, and in July, 1862, the
first national charter was granted. As a curious
fact in the act—the utmost limit of time allowed
for the completion of the road was fixed at July
1,1876. In October, 1863, the preliminary organ-
ization of the company was completed. A capi-
tal of one hundred million dollars authorized, and
the first contract for construction begun in 1864,
but no practical progress was made till 1865,
when on the 5th of November, the first ceremony
of breaking ground, at Omaha, was celebrated.
Then was begun the great work; the rapid

progress of which afterward was a world-wide
sensation, astounding engineers, capitalists, and
even governments, with the almost reckless dar-
ing of construction.

Necessity and Benefits to the Govern-
ment.

From 1850 to 1860, the population of the far
Western States and Territories increased from a
mere handful to the large number of 554,301
persons, and in the whole area of 2,000 miles
there had been built only 232 miles of telegraph,
and 32 miles of railway. The United btates
Government had established forts and trading
stations, and the year 1870 saw the completion
of the Pacific Railroad line, Congress and the
whole country were astonished to see the rapid
rate of development, and the enormous expense
of government military service. In that year the
population had increased to 1,011,971, there had
been built over 13,000 miles of telegraph lines;
there were completed over 4,000 miles of rail-
road; all representing the gigantic capital of
9363,750,000. In the reports of distinguished
statesmen to the United States Senate, occur
these remarks which show the spirit of the times
then. Senator Stewart of California, says:

" The cost of the overland service for tne whole
period, from the acquisition of our Pacific Coast
possessions down to the completion of the Pacific
Railroad was $8,000,000 per annum, and con-
stantly increasing."

As a curious fact of national economy, these
figures will show the result of the Pacific Rail-
road in savins to the United States Government:

Since the ouilding of the road, the cost of
transportation to the government has been as
follows:
Amount cash paid to railroad companies for

one-half charge of transportation per
year, about $1,200,000 per annum, say for
7 years—1869 to 1876, $8,400,000

The cost to the government of military trans-
portation In 1870, was $8,000,000 per
annum, and increasing over $1,000,000 per
year. In 1876, would have been over $14,-
000,000. Average for 7 years, at $10,000,000
per year, $70,000,000

Total saving in 7 years to United States Govern-
ment, $62,600,000

The actual amount of interest during this time
paid by the United States Treasury on
bonds fesued in behalf of the railroad.
average interest, $3,897,129 per year. Total
for 7 years, $27,279,906

Net profit over all expenses to United States, $42,820,094
These figures do not include vast amounts of

incidental items which would have been of incal-
culable trouble, or immense expense to the
United States, such as the indemnities constant-
ly being paid by the United States for destruc-
tion of life and private property by Indians;
also depredations of Indians on property in gov-
ernment service, increased mail facilities and
decreased mail expenses, prevention of Indian



FMM

wars, the rapid sale of public lands, and the
energetic development of the mining interests of
all the Territories.

If these can all be correctly estimated, the net
rain to the United States by the building of the
Pacific Railroad, is over j/tffy millions of dollars.

Hon. Henry Wilson, in a speech before the
Senate, Thirty-seventh Congress, boldly said:
•* I give no grudging vote in giving away either
money or land. I would sink 1100,000,000 to
build the road, and do it most cheerfully, and
think I had done a great thing for my country.
What are 975,000,000 or 9100,000,000 in opening
a railroad across the central regions of this Con-
tinent, that shall connect the people of the
Atlantic and Pacific, and bind us together?
Nothing. As to the lands, I do not grudge
them."

It is a significant fact, that while the heat and
activity of Congressional discussion was most
earnest in aid and encouragement of the project,
the following sentiments were unanimously enter-
tained by all the members of Congress:

1. That the road was a necessity to the govern-
ment, and if not built by private capital, must be
built in time with public funds alone.

2. To encourage the capitalists of the country
to come forward and aid the project, the govern-
ment were willing to give one-half the funds
necessary as a loan, and were then merely doing
the least part of the whole.

3. That no expectations were entertained that
the road would ever, from its own means, be Able
to refund the advance made by the United
States, and no other thought was ever entertained,
save of the benefits to accrue to the public from
the opening of this grand highway of national
interest. No expectations were formed of the
ability of the company to pay or repay the
interest on the loan, but one thought was con-
sidered, that the building of the road was ample
compensation and service in its vast aid to in-
dustry, and its saving in transportation.

As editor of this Guide, knowing well the re-
sources of the Far West, we positively assert that
the government has already, in seven year*, realized
in both savings and sales, enough money to liquidate
one-third the whole principal, and accrued interest
of the government loan, and in less than twenty
years from the opening of the road, the government
gain will be greater than the whole of the financial
aid it has ever given. The Pacific Railroad is the
right-hand saving power of the United States.

Discouragements. — Notwithstanding all
that the government had done to encourage it
(by speeches), the work languished. Capitalists
doubted it. The great war of the rebellion
attracted the attention of every one, and the gov-
ernment, after its first impulses, grew indifferent.
A few bold men determined to work incessantly
for its completion. And one of the results of the
great war was the conviction in the minds of

every one—of a closer Union of the States.
" Who knows" said one, "but California and the
whole Pacific Coast may secede, and where are we
then? We can do nothing to retain them. The
Pacific Railroad must be built. It shall be built to
keep our country together."

The chief engineer of the railroad, Gen. G. M.
Dodge, in complimenting the directors on the day
of the completion of the last mile of track, says:

"The country is evidently satisfied that you
accomplished wonders, ana have achieved a
work which will be a monument to your energy,
your ability, and to your devotion to the enter-
prise, through all its gloomy, as well as bright
periods, for it is notorious that notwithstanding
the aid of the government, there was so little
faith in the enterprise, that its dark days—when
your private fortunes, and your all was staked
on the success of the project—far exceeded those
of sunshine, faith and confidence."

The lack of confidence in the project, even int
the West, was so great that evtn in localities
which were to be specially benefited by its con-
struction, the laborers even demanded their pay
before they would perform their day's work, so
little faith had they in the payment of their
wages, or in the ability of the company to suc-
ceed in their efforts.

Probably no enterprise in the world has been
so maligned, misrepresented and criticised as
this, but now it is, by unbiased minds, pro-
nounced, almost without exception, the best
new road in the United States.

Rapid Progress. — Though chartered in
1862, yet the first grading was not done until
1864, and the first rail laid in July, 1865. At
that time there was no railroad communication
from the East; a rap of 140 miles existed be-
tween Omaha and Des Moines, and over this it
was impossible to get supplies.

For 500 miles westward of the Missouri River,
the country was completely destitute of timber,
fuel, or any material witn which to build or
maintain a road, save the bare sand for the road-
bed itself, everything had to be transported by
teams or steamboats, hundreds and thousands
of miles. Labor, and every thing made by labor,
was scarce and high.

Railroad ties were cut in Michigan and Penn-
sylvania, and shipped to Omaha at a cost, often,
of $2.50 per tie. Even the splendid engine, of
seventy horse-power, used at Omaha for the
company's works, was transported in wagons
across the prairies from Des Moines, the only way
to get it. Shops had to be built, forges erected,
and machinery put in place, and the supplies,
even, for the subsistence of laborers had to be
brought by river from the East; yet it was all
done.

As the Westerners concisely express it, " The
wind work had all been done, and grading now be-
gan.9'
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In 1865, 40 miles of track were laid to Fre-

mont In 1866, 260 miles were laid. In 1867,
240 miles were .laid, which included the ascent
to Sherman. By January 1, 1868, there had
been completed 640 miles. In 1868, to May 10,
1869, 555 miles more were laid, and the road
finished—seven years in advance of the time set
by Congress, and the time actually spent in
construction was just three years, six months, and
ten days.

To show the enormous amount of materials
required in the Union Pacific Railroad alone, there
were used in its construction 800,000 tons of
iron rails, 1,700,000 fish-plates, 6,800,000 bolts,
6,126,375 cross-ties, 23,505,500 spikes.

Fast Builditig.—Day after day the average
rate of building rose from one to two, three and
five miles. Many will remember the daily thrill
of excitement as the morning journals in the
East made the announcements of so many more

•miles nearer the end, and as the number of com-
pleted miles, printed in the widely circulated
advertisements of the company, reached 1000.
the excitement became intense, as the rival roads
now were fairly aglow with the heat of compe-
tition, and so near each other. In previous
mouths there had existed a little engineering
rivalry, good natured, but keen, as to the largest
number of miles each could lay in one day. The
Union Pacific men laid one day six miles; soon
after the Central followed suit by laying seven.
The Union Pacific retaliated by laying seven and
a half; to this the Central sent the announce-
ment that they could lay ten miles in one day;
to this Mr. Durant, the vice-president, sent back
a wager of 910,000 that it could not be done. The
pride and spirit of the Central Pacific had now
been challenged, and they prepared for the enor- ,
mous contest, one of extraordinary magnitude
and rapidity. The 29th day of April, 1869, was
selected for the decision of the contest, as there
then remained but 14 miles of track to bring
a meeting of the roads at Promontory Point

Work began; the ground had already besn
graded and ties placed in position, and at the
signal the cars loaded with rails moved forward.
Four men, two on each side, seize with their nip-
pers the ends of the rails, lift from the car and
carry them to their place; the car moves steadily
alonp over the rails as fast as they are laid. Im-
mediately after follows a band of men who attach
the plate and put the spikes in position; next a
force of Chinamen who drive down the spikes
solid to their homes, and last another gang of
Chinamen with shovels, picks, etc., who ballast
the track. The rapidity of all these motions,
which required the most active of exercise and
alert movements, was at the rate of 144 feet of
track to every minute. By 1.30 p. M., the layers
had placed eight miles of track in just six hours.
Resuming work again, after the noon rest, the
track-laying progressed, and at 7 P. M., exactly,

the Central men finished their task of 10 miles,
with 200 feet over. Mr. James Campbell, the
superintendent of the division, then seizing a
locomotive ran it over the ten miles of new track
in forty minutes, and the Union men were satis-
fied. This was the greatest feat of railroad
building ever known in the world, and when it
is known how vast the materials required to sup-
ply this little stretch of ten miles, the reader is
fairly astonished at the endurance of the laborers.
To put this material in place over 4,000 men
had been constantly employed. The laborers on
that day handled 25,800 cross-ties, 3,520 iron rails,
55,000 spikes, 7,040 fish-plates, and 14,080 bolts,
the weight of the whole being 4,362,000 pounds.
Upon both roads, for a year previous, there had
been remarkable activity.

A total force of 20,000 to 25,000 workmen all
along the lines, and 5,000 to 6,000 teams had
been engaged in grading and laying the track or
getting out stone or timber. From 500 to 600
tons of materials were forwarded daily from
either end of the lines.

The Sierra Nevadas suddenly became alive with
wood-choppers, and at one place on the Truckee
River twenty-five saw-mills went into operation in
a single week. Upon one railroad 70 to 100
locomotives were in use at one time, constantly
bringing materials and supplies. At one time
there were 30 vessels en route from New York
via Cape Horn, with iron, locomotives, rails and
rolling stock, destined for the Central Pacific
Railroad; and it is a curious fact, that on sev-
eral consecutive days, more miles of track were
ironed by the railroad companies than it was
possible for an ox-team to draw a load over.
And when at last the great road was completed,
the fact suddenly flashed upon the nation that a
road once so distrusted, and considered too
gigantic to be possible, was constructed an actual
distance of 2,221 miles, in less than Jive year*, of
which all but 100 miles was done between
January 1, 1866 and May 10, 1869—three years,
four months and ten days.

Pleasure of Overland Travel.—Pal-
ace Car Life on the Paeiflc Rail-
road*—In no part of the world is travel made
so easy and comfortable as on the Pacific Rail-
road. To travelers from the East it is a con-
stant delight, and to ladies and families it is
accompanied with absolutely no fatigue or discom-
fort. One lives at home in the Palace Car with
as much true enjoyment as in the home drawing-
room, and with the constant change of scenes
afforded from the car window, it is far more en-
joyable than the saloon of a fashionable steamer.
For an entire week or more, as the train leisurely
crosses the Continent, the little section and berth
allotted to you, so neat and clean, so nicely fur-
nished and kept, becomes your home. Here you
sit and read, play your games, indulge in social
conversation and glee, and if fortunate enough to
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possess good company of friends to join you, the
overland tour becomes an intense delight.

The sleeping-cars from New York to Chicago,
proceeding at their rushing rate of forty or more
miles per hour, give to travelers no idea of the
true comfort of Pullman car life. Indeed the
first thousand miles of the journey to Chicago or
St. Louis has more tedium and wearisomeness,
and dust and inconvenience than all the rest of
the journey. Do not judge of the whole trip by
these first days out. From Chicago westward
to Omaha the cars are far finer, and traveling
more luxurious, likewise the rate of speed is
slower and the motion of the train more easy than
on roads farther east

At Omaha, as you view the long Pacific train
just ready to leave the depot for its overland trip,
(often over 600 feet in length), giving an appear-
ance of strength, massiveness and majestic power,
you can but admit it is exceedingly beautiful and
impressive; this feeling is still more intensified
when a day or so later, alone out upon the upland
plains, with no living object in sight, as you
stand at a little distance and look down upon the
long train, it seeros the handsomest work of
science ever mad'f for the comfort of earth's
people.

The slow rate ©t speed, which averages but
sixteen to twenty miles per hour, day and
night, produce* a peculiarly smooth, gentle
and easy motion, most soothing and agreeable.
The straight track, which for hundreds of miles
is without aciirve, avoids all swinging motions of
the cars; sidelong bumps are unknown. The
cars are connected with the Miller buffer and
platform, and make a solid train, without the dis-
comforts of jerks and jolts. And the steady,
easy jog of the train, as it leisurely moves west-
ward, given a feeling of genuine comfort, such as
no one ever feels or enjoys in any other part of
the world.

A Pullman Pacific car train in motion is a
grand and beautiful sight too, from within as well
as from without. On some lovely, balmy, sum-
mer day., when the fresh breezes across the prai-
ries induce us to open our doors and windows,
there may often be seen curious and pleasant
sights. Standing at the rear of the train, and
with all doors open, there is an unobstructed
view along the aisles throughout the entire length.
On either side of the train, are the prairies, where
the eye sees but wildness, and even desolation,
then looking back upon this long aisle or avenue,
he sees civilization and comfort and luxury.
How sharp the contrast. The first day's ride
over the Pacific Railroad westward, is a short one
to nightfall, but it carries one through the
beautiful undulating prairies of eastern Ne oraska,
the best settled portions of the State, where are
its finest homes and richest soil. Opening sud-
denly into the broad and ever grand Valley of
the Platte, the rich luxuriant meadow-grass, in

the warmth of the afternoon sun, make even the
most desponding or prosaic feel there is beauty in
prairie life.

On the second day out, the traveler is fast
ascending the high plains and summits of the
Rocky Mountains. The little villages of prairie
dogs interest and amuse every one. Then come
in sight the distant summits of Long's Peak and
the Colorado Mountains. Without scarcely ask-
ing the cause, the tourist is full of glow and
enthusiasm. He is alive with enjoyment, and
yet can scarcely tell why. The great plains
themselves seem full of interest.

Ah! It is this keen, beautiful, refreshing,
oxygenated, invigorating, toning, beautiful, en-
livening mountain air which is giving him the
glow of nature, and quickening him into greater
appreciation of this grand impressive country.
The plains themselves are a sight—most forci-
ble ; shall we call them the blankness of desolation t
No, for every inch of the little turf beneath your
feet is rich; the soil contains the finest of food
in the little tufts of buffalo grass, on which
thousands and millions of sheep and cattle may
feed the year through. But it is the vastness of
wide-extending, uninhabited, lifeless, uplifted
solitude. If ever one feels belittled, 'tis on the
plains, when each individual seems but a little
mite, amid this majesty of loneliness. But the
traveler finds with the Pullman car life, amid
his enjoyments of reading, playing, conversation,
making agreeable acquaintances, and with con-
stant glances from the car window, enough to
give him full and happy use of his time.

Night time comes, and then as your little berths
are made up, and you snugly cover yourself up,
under double blankets (for the ni^ht air is always
crisp and cold), perhaps you will often witness
the sight of a prairie fire, or the vivid flashes
of lightning; some of nature's greatest scenes,
hardly less interesting than the plains, and far
more fearful and awe-inspiring. Then turning
to rest, you will sleep amid the easy roll of the
car, as sweetly and refreshingly as ever upon
the home-bed. How little has ever been writ-
ten of " Night on the Pacific Railroad," the de-
lightful, snug, rejuvenating sleeps on the Pacific
Railroad.

The lulling, quiet life by day, and the sound,
refreshing repose by night, are to the system the
best of health restorers. Were there but one
thing tourists might feel most gratitude for, on
their overland trip, 'tis their enjoyment of the ex-
hilarating mountain air by day, and the splendid
rest by night. But as our train moves on, it in-
troduces us to new scenes. You soon ascend the
Rocky Mountains at Sherman, and view there
the vast mountain range, the " Back Bone of the
Continent," and again descend and thunder amid
the cliffs of Echo and Weber Canons. You
carry with you your Pullman house and all its
comforts, and from your little window, as from
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your little boudoir at home, you will see the
mighty wonders of the Far West.

It is impossible to tell of the pleasures and joys
of the palace ride you will have—five days—it
will mate you so well accustomed to car life, you
feel when you drop upon the wharf of San Fran-
cisco, that you had left genuine comfort behind,
and even the hotel, with its cosy parlor and
cheerful fire, has not its full recompense.

Palace car life has every day its fresh and
novel sights. No railroad has greater variety
and contrasts of scenery than the Pacific Rail-
road. The great plains of Nebraska and Wy-
oming are not less impressive than the great
Humboldt Desert. The rock majesties of Echo
and Weber are not more wonderful than the
curiosities of Great Salt Lake and the City of
Deseret. And where more grandly and beauti-
fully could a tourist drop down and finish his
tour, than from the grand, towering summits
of the Sierras, and amid tjie golden grain fields
of California, its gardens, groves, and cottage
blossoms ?

When the traveler returns home, nothing will
impress him more strongly or beautifully than
the loveliness of the Valley of the Platte. Com-
ing eastward, first, he will leave behind the mil-
lions of acres of little short buffalo grass, so dry
and yellow, and soon comes to a little green.
How refreshing it is after days of dry, sere vege-
tation. Gradually there come other grasses, a
little taller and more green; then nearer and
nearer to the end of the journey, come the wav-
ing of the corn-fields, the vast meadows of tall
green grass, and the happy little farms. So
complete a transition from the solitude of the
uplands to the lovely green verdure of the low-
lands of the Platte, is an inexpressible charm to
all. No traveler ever returns East but with the
most kindly of memories of the grand, and yet
simple beauty of the Platte Valley.

Think then, oh reader! of the joys that await
thee from the window of thy palace car !

Practical Hints for Comforts by tlie
Way,—To enjoy palace car life properly, one
always needs a good companion. This obtained,
take a section together, wherever the journey
leads you. From Chicago to Omaha, the com-
pany in sleeping-cars is usually quiet and re-
fined, but beyond Omaha, there is often an
indescribable mixture of races in the same car,
and if you are alone, often the chance is that
your " compagnon du voyage " may not be agree-
able. It is impossible to order a section for one
person alone, and the dictum of sleeping-car
arrangements at Omaha reqnires all who come
to take what berths are assigned. But if you
will wait over one day at Omaha, you can make
a choice of the whole train, and secure the most
desirable berths. When your section is once
located, generally you will find the same section
reserved for you at Ogden, where you change

cars to the Central Pacific Railroad; all through
passengers having usually the preference of best
berths, and about the same position as on the cars
of the Union Pacific.

Fee your porter on the sleeping-car always—
if he is attentive and obliging, give him a dol-
lar. His attention to your comfort and care of
your baggage and constant watch over the little
articles and hand-satchel, against loafers on the
train, is worth all you give him. Often larger
fees are given. This is just as the traveler feels.
The porters of both Pacific Railroads are es-
teemed specially excellent, obliging and care-
ful.

Meals. — The trains of the Union Pacific
Railroad are arranged so as to stop at excellent
stations at convenient hours, for meals. In
place of the usual dining station at Laramie,
there is now a most comfortable and conven-
ient eating station at Rock Creek, a little far-
ther west. Its pleasant, cheerful room filled with
plants, and the convenience of better hours for
meals, add greatly to the pleasure of the over-
land trip. At Green River you will find the
dining-room entrance fairly surrounded with
curiosities, and the office filled with oddities very
amusing. The meals here are excellent, con-
sidering all supplies are obtained at a great dis-
tance away.

Usually all the eating-houses on both the Pacific
Railroads are very excellent indeed. The keepers
have to maintain their culinary excellence under
great disadvantages, especially west of Sidney,
as all food but meats must be brought from a
great distance.

Travelers need to make no preparations for
eating on the cars, as meals at all dining-halls
are excellent, and food of great variety is nicely
served; buffalo meat, antelope steak, tongue of
all kinds, and always the best of beefsteak.
Laramie possesses the reputation of the best steak
on the Pacific Railroad. Sidney makes a special-
ty, occasionally, of antelope steak. At Evanston
you will see the lively antics of the Chinese
waiters, probably your first sight of them. Also
they usually have nice mountain fish. At Green
River you will always get nice biscuit; at Grand
Island they give all you can possibly eat; it has
a good name for its bountiful supplies.

At Ogden you will be pleased with the neat-
ness and cleanness of the tables and service. At
Cheyenne the dinners are always excellent, and
the dining-room is cheerful. To any who either
have desire to economize, or inability to eat three
railroad meals per day, we recommend to carry a
little basket with Albert biscuit and a little cup.
This can be easily filled at all stopping-places
with hot tea or coffee, and a sociable and com-
fortable glass of tea indulged in inside the car.
The porter will fit you up a nice little table in
your section, and spread on a neat white table-
cloth.


