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RAILROAD

ACROSS THE CO^TJNENT.

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD.'-

Growth of the Pacific Slope. ; /

T H E Pacific Slope of the North American Continent has been
^steadily and rapidly growing in commercial, political, and moral im-
portance for the past quarter of a century. Since the discoveries of
•rfie vast deposits of the precious metals, from which it is estimated
no less than a thousand millions of bullion have been already drawn,
the attractions of a genial climate, fertile soil, and valuable markets
have contributed to draw thither, and to hold as permanent settlers,
nearly a million of active population. The foreign and domestic trade
has already assumed respectable proportions. The annual yield of
the precious metals is undiminished, while the pastoral and agricul-
tural productions are largely increasing—even under the existing
conditions of a scarcity of labor, and inadequate transportation, fa-
cilities. Some idea of the present value and possibilities of this vast
extent of country (half as large as Europe,) may be gathered from
the following statistics taken from reliable sources:

The United States Commissioner of Mining Statistics gives the
following estimate of the yield of precious metals from the Pacific
States and Territories:

1861, $43,391,000 1865, 70,000,000
1862, 49,370,000 1866, 75,000,000
1863, 52,500,000 1867, . . . . 80,000,000
1864, $63,450,000

Estimated to be distributed thus:
California, $22,000,000 Idaho, $15,000,000
Oregon and Washington,.. 8,000,000 Nevada, 15,500,000
Montana, 10,000,000 Colorado, Utah, &c 10,000,000

The total amount of bullion coined at and shipped from San
Francisco, for 1866, is given at $55,322,000, and for 1867, at
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$57,674,000; no less than $9,4B$,0to), in silver, having been shipj
to China direct in the tw<o $i&*s> independently of large amoui
of grain and merchandise././;#

The crop of cereal irf'California and Oregon already exceeds
value the annual ;goi4;product, and now form the chief items
export of these tvr}$ young States, which, a few years since, impo
their breadgtuflfci • * No less than 160 first-class vessels have
freighted jfroik. the port of San Francisco during the last year
wheat%ahfl/fltfur, destined mainly for European consumption, val
at $l̂ ;Q0ff,000. The wheat crop of California alone, in 1865,
8,000,000 bushels; 12,000,000 bushels in 1866; and in 1867 the c:

- •TOB* estimated at 15,000,000 bushels. The wool crop of 18
•; 5)250,000 pounds, and that of 1866, 8,000,000 pounds, Calif

leather and hides have a high rank in eastern markets. The ^
culture, although still in its infancy, promises to be a large so
of revenue. The coast abounds with excellent timber, and besi
gold and silver, has valuable mines of quicksilver, lead, iron, co
borax and cobalt. Hardly any natural gift is wanting to the v;
territory to enable it to sustain a dense population.

A first-class line of steamships, now plying between San
Cisco and Yokohama and Shanghai, has opened a new avenue
American enterprise, in the rich trade of China, Japan, and
East Indies; a trade which has hitherto been shared only by th]
Western European nations. The vessels arriving at the sing!
port of San Francisco, in 1866, had an aggregate tonnage
765,940, and in 1867, of 901,425 tons; the total number of
sengers from foreign or distant ports being 33,871 in 1867, an
upwards of 32,000 for the first six months of 1868. The carryin,
trade of the North Pacific Ocean promises a rapid development
and the manufacturing interests are also rapidly extending thei
operations.

The Pacific Railroad a Necessity.
These results have been reached under great disadvantages. Cal-

ifornia has been practically more remote than any part of Europe.
So long as a three weeks ocean voyage through the tropics must be
endured, at great cost, the tide of immigration was necessarily
diverted elsewhere. The national troops and mails, together with all
the conveniences and accessories of civilized life, had to be carried
across a foreign isthmus, or, by a voyage of 16,000 miles, round
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e Horn, The high price of labor, of subsistence and of transpor-
m all tended to check the otherwise exuberant growth. Only the
richest deposits of gold and silver could be worked with profit,
one element lacking to give a new impetus to the Western coast
a cheap and easy means of communication with the Eastern
es.
he intermediate Territories, also rich in precious ores, were neg-
jd, insecure, and unavailable for general settlement, by reason of
enormous cost of transportation. The maintenance of order
tranquility among the roving Indian tribes had become a seri-
item of national expenditure. The political, commercial, and
eral interests called for Kailroad Communication across the Con-
nt at the earliest practicable day. The subject, after being abun-
:ly canvassed by various conventions, was finally pressed upon the
ation of the Government. Up to 1860 the railroad system of the
; had been extending its iron arms westward until it had reached
Missouri Eiver at two points, and was rapidly being approached at
others on the Iowa boundary. At the outbreak of the Rebellion,
Pacific Eailroad became, more than ever, a necessity, from a mil-
r point of view. In order to bind the young and powerful
&o States and Territories to the Union, and to encourage their
•ts in the common defence, as well as for the purposes of preserv-
order in the public domain and developing the great industrial
juits of the Far West, the aid of the Government was generously
nded to the project.
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THE NATIONAL PACIFIC RAILROAD LINE.

The Act of Congress approved July 2,1862, and its subsequeni
Amendments, provide for the construction of one Main Throng
line of Railroad, from San Francisco to Omaha, with three minoi
tributary Branches, to other points on the Missouri Eiver. Tto
CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPACT, of California, was an
thorized and entitled to construct the Western and principa
portion of the Stem l ine across California, Nevada and Utah, unti
it is met by the Eastern portion. A new corporation—the UKICM
PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPAKT—was chartered to build the Easter
portion; and these two companies are now building the only Throug
Line to \ connect the Mississippi Valley and the Pacific Oceai
and are carrying it forward with greater energy than was eve
shown in any similar enterprise in ancient or modern times.

These roads, therefore, constitute the NATIONAL PACIFIC R A H
ROAD LIKE, adopted and selected by Congress to receive the grant
of the public credit, as well as the public lands; and which are bein
constructed with the support, and under the supervision, of the Gov-
ernment. All other proposed or projected " Pacific Railroads,
called, are merely local organizations, and should not be confounded!
with the CEOTRAL NATIONAL TRUNK RAILROAD ROUTE to the
Pacific.

The Companies embraced in the Pacific Railroad Act, and en-
titled to participate in the grants of Government credit for the con-
struction of the National Trunk l ine and branches, are enumerated
by the Secretary of the Treasury in a tabular Exhibit of the different
roads, an estimate of the distances to be built under Government
patronage, and the amount of bonds to be issued to each, as
follows:

Digitized by Google



Estimate of the length of the Pacific Railroads, and amount of

Bonds to be issued.

3TAME OJF JR. R. CO.

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD—[STEM
L I N E . ]

From Sacramento to the western base of the
Sierra Nevada Mountains

Thence, 150 m. across the Sierra Nevada Mt.
Thence to the probable junction with the Union

Pacific, or to a point 78fta<ft> miles east of Salt
Lake City

Total

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD — [ S T E M
L I N E , ]

From Omaha to eastern base of Rocky Moun-
tains, a b o u t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Thence, 150 miles across the Rocky Mountains,
Thence, to the probable junction with the Cen-

tral Pacific, or to a point 78&ftft> miles east
of Bait Lake City, estimated

Total

UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY, EASTERN
DIVISION [KANSAS BRANCH]—

For a length equal to the distance from the
mouth ot Kansas River, via the Kansas and.
Republican Rivers, to 100th meridian—[is
allowed to connect east of the Rocky Moun-
tains, about 600 miles], entitled to bonds for

ATCHISON & PIKE'S PEAK RAILROAD
[now called CENTRAL BRANCH OF UNION
PACIFIC] 100 miles next to the Missouri
Ui ver -- -

SIOUX CITY & PACIFIC RAILROAD—
From Sioux City to its junction with the Union

Pacific Railroad at Fremont

WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD—
From San Jose" to Sacramento

Distanoe
in Miles,

7.18
150

544 Mft>

516
150

955 Ar%

381

100

100

120

Amount
per Mile.

$16,000
48,000

32,000

16,000
48,000

32,000

16,000

16,000

16,000

16,000

Total Amount
of Bonds

to be Issued,

$114,880
7,200,000

17,411,680

24,726,560

8,256,000
7,200,000

9,270,560

24,726,560

6,096,000

1,600,000

1,600,000

1,920,000

The charter of the last-named Company contemplated a line from
Sacramento toward San Francisco, making the circuit of the Bay of
that name. Their franchise has recently been assigned to parties in
the interest of the Central Pacific Eailroad Company; and it is pro-
bable that this line will be formally incorporated with the Central Pa-
cifio Eailroad, and the road extended from Sacramento to San Fran-
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Cisco by the " best, most direct and practicable route" so soon i
the overland connection is completed. In the meantime the trsf
is abundantly accommodated by first-class steamers.

The United States Government Aid.

In order to facilitate the enterprise, and assist in the earliest
pletion of the work, the act of Congress confers upon the Co]
the Eight of Way through the Territories, an absolute grant
twenty alternate sections (12,800 acres) per mile of the public
through which the road runs, the .right to use the coal, iron or
ber thereon, and authorizes a special issue of the 6 per cent* Bands
the United States, proportioned to the length and difficulty of the
to be delivered to the Companies as the work progresses. The
of the Main Line from Omaha to Sacramento is about 1,700 miles,
the estimated cost of construction was a hundred millions. Fifty
ions were therefore appropriated by the Government, to be di
between the two powerful corporations—the CEXTBAL PACIFIC AJfl
TJXIOK PACIFIC—while ten millions additional were devoted to tb
smaller Branches. The proportions in which the bonds are distrib
uted, are as follows: Between the Missouri Eiver and the east base a
the Eocky Mountains, (525 miles,) $16,000 per mile; across the B o d
Mountains (150 miles), $48,000 per mile; thence across the
Basin (900 miles,) $32,000 per mile; across the Sierra Nevada Moun
tains (150 miles), $48,000 per mile, and thence to San
(about 120 miles), $16,000 per mile. The words of the Act axe
follows (See Sec. 5 and Sec. 11, Act of 1862):

" That for three hundred miles of said road most mountainous and difficult of
Btruction, to wit: one hundred and fifty miles westwardly from the eastern base
the Rocky Mountains, and one hundred and fifty miles eastwardly from the
base of the Sierra Nevada mountains, said point to be fixed by the President of
United States, the bonds to be issued to aid in the construction thereof shall be
the number per mile hereinbefore provided, and the same shall be Issued, and the
lands herein granted be set apart, upon the construction of every twenty miles there*
of, upon the certificate of the commissioners as aforesaid that twenty consecmtlTO
miles of the some are completed: and between the sections last named of one hi
dred and fifty miles each, the bonds to be issued to aid in the construction there*
of shall be double the number per mile first mentioned, and the same shall be Issued,
and the lands herein granted be set apart, upon the construction of every twenty
miles thereof, upon the certificate of the commissioners as aforesaid that twenty con-
secutive miles of the same are completed. # • • « # • * ) •

Upon portions where, by reason of natural obstacles, the
cannot be continuously completed, but where the work is most!
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done, provision is made for an issue of two-thirds these amounts in
" advance. It is also provided that the several Companies shall trans-
port the Government mails, messages, troops, supplies, etc., at their
regular rates; half the compensation to be paid in cash, and the
balance applied to canceling the Government advances.

The meeting-point of the two parts of the mam line has not
yet been officially determined, though it is understood by the Gov-
ernment officials, and by the officers of the respective Companies,
that it will be somewhere in the vicinity of Salt Lake. The Secre-
tary of the Interior, by whom these roads are finally located and
accepted on the part of the United States, in his Response to the
Resolution of Inquiry of the House of Representatives, requesting
information of the amount of bonds issued to the several companies
before quoted, dated Feb. 14th, 1867, says:

" Since the locations of the different roads have not been definitely determine^
throughout their whole extent, the above estimate must be regarded only as near an
approximation as it is possible at the present date to furnish. The point of junction
of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific has been assumed to be TOftftft) miles east of
Salt Lake City, or at a point which will entitle each of these companies to the same
amount of bonds.'1

Surveys by the Central Pacific Company, since completed, estab-
lish the shortest and most favorable line between Sacramento and
the meridian of Salt Lake at 726 miles, which would give as the
amount of Bonds to be issued to that Company on the completion
of that length, $25,517,000. Assuming the junction to be made at
or near Salt Lake City, as now seems probable, this would give an
equal amount of bonds to the two companies, and would place under
the control of the former about 1,000 miles, and of the latter 850
miles of the through line, including the extension to San Francisco.

The progress of the several converging Eastern Branches toward
the Rocky Mountains, owing to the very favorable nature of the
topography, has been encouraging.

The TTinotf PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY (Omaha line) have
evinced remarkable energy, having commenced operations only at
the close of the war, and had completed their track to the summit
of the Black Hill range (540 miles, and 8,262 feet above sea level,)
on the first of January, 1868, and it was believed would reach the
Main Divide of the Rocky Mountains at Bridgets Pass, (740 miles
west of Omaha, and 7,108 feet altitude,) in August, and Green
River by the close of the year. The Company express their inten-
tion to complete the remaining 300 miles of road, mainly over a
barren and mountainous country, before the middle of 1869.

Digitized by Google



The EASTERN DIVISION COMPANY (Kansas Branch), harecc
pleted their road by the valley of the Smoky Hill Fork of the K
sas River, as far west as the Colorado boundary, (400 miles
from Leavenworth.) and are carrying thrir line to Denver, w
they will unite with a branch of the Omaha line now building fc
Cheyenne.

The ATCHISON AND PIKE'S PEAK COMPANY (Central Bran
will unite their road with the main line near Fort Kearney,
miles from the Missouri River. About CO miles are completed

The Sioux CITY BRANCH is now completed, and connects wi
the main line, near Omaha.

About twenty miles of the WESTERN PACIFIC BAIL ROAD

been built, and the link between Sacramento and Stockton is gni
ed, and the whole line will be finished in 1869.
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CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Upon the* discovery of rich gold and silver mines in the cele-
brated Washoe Kegion, on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada
ziange, in 1859 and 1860, by which population and capital were rap-
dly drawn from California, certain enterprising merchants on the
Pacific Coast, foreseeing that an extensive trade must spring up
between San Francisco and the interior, which must eventually be
extended across the continent, combined to ascertain if it were fea-
sible to build a railroad across this formidable barrier of snow-
browned mountains. After two years of exploration, in which
3everal of the most promising points along the range were exam-
ined and compared, the Donner Lake Pass was selected as the most
favorable and direct route to be found; and in July, 1861, THE
CENTRAL PACIFIC EAILROAD COMPANY OP CALIFORNIA was organ-
ized, under the laws of that State, with authority to construct a
railroad to its eastern boundary, so as to form part of the pro-
jected line to the Atlantic States.

These surveys formed the main data upon which the action of
Congress was based; and the rights and privileges of the Company,
under the State charter were confirmed and extended by the National
charter.

The law provides that each of these two principal corporations
shall have the right to continue onward on the same line till met by
the other; so that in case of failure or inefficiency of either com-
pany, the other should have the privilege of completing the work,
on the same terms and conditions, in all respects. One of the pro-
visions of the Act is as follows; after authorizing the Union Pacific
to build to the California boundary in case it was not sooner met by
the Central Pacific Eailroad (Section 10, Act of 1862):

" And the Central Pacific Railroad Company of California, after completing the
road across said State, is authorized to continue the construction of said railroad and
telegraph through the Territories of the United States to the Missouri River, includ-
ing the branch roads specified in this act, upon the routes hereinbefore and herein-
after indicated, on the terms and conditions provided in this Act in relation to the
Bald Union Pacific Railroad Company, until said road shall meet and connect, and
the whole line of said railroad and branches and telegraph is completed."
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And again7 in the Amendment (July 3, 1866)/ it is
enacted:

" That the Union Pacific Railroad Company, with the consent and approval of ̂
Secretary of the Interior, are hereby authorized to locate, construct, and
their road from Omaha, in Nebraska Territory, westward, according to the best i
most practicable route, and without reference to the initial points on the one
dredth meridian of west longitude, as now provided by law, in a continuous <
pleted line, until they shall meet and connect with the Central Pacific
Company, of California; and the Central Pacific Railroad Company, of
with the consent and approval of the Secretary of the Interior, are hereby aut
to locate, construct, and continue their road eastward, in a continuons coo
line, until they shall meet and connect with the Union Pacific Railroad,
That each of the above-named companies shall have the right, when the nature of 1
work to be done, by reason of deep cuts and tunnels, shall for the expeditious
gtruction of the Pacific Railroad require it, to work for an extent of not to
three hundred miles in advance of their continuous completed lines."

Central Pacific Railroad Co.—Organization, Franchises,

The Central Pacific Bailroad Company of California, was orga
ized in July, 1861, under the general railroad law of that Stai
with authority to build a railroad from the navigable waters of ti
Pacific, at Sacramento, to the eastern boundary of the State, yn\
such branches and extensions as may be necessary.

By the 9th section of the Act of Congress, the Company
required to file its acceptance of its provisions, and assume the obil
gations therein imposed, within six months after its passage, whidl
acceptance was filed on the third day of December, 1862. I

The Company enjoys the fullest authority and sanction of tin
State of California, in addition to the grants and franchises of Con
gress, as may be seen from the subjoined extract from " An Act t
aid in carrying out the provisions of the Pacific Railroad and Tele
graph Act of Congress," approved April 4th, 1864 (Chap, ccccxvi,
Statutes, 1863-4):

u SECTION 1st. Whereas, by the provisions of an Act of Congress, entitled an Ac
to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri Rive
to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal,
military, and other purposes, approved July first, eighteen hundred and sixty-two,
the Central Pacific Railroad Company, of California, is authorized to construct
railroad and telegraph line in the State of California, and in the Territories lying east
of said State, towards the Missouri River; therefore, to enable the said Compan
more fnlly and completely to comply with and perform the provisions and condition
of said Act of Congress, the said Company, their successors and assigns, are hereb
authorized and empowered, and the right, power, and privilege is hereby granted to,
conferred upon and vested in them to construct, maintain, and operate the said rail
road and telegraph line, not only in the Stale of California, but also in the said Terr:
tories lying east of and between Ml* rail River, with sue
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