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the l^ona Temperate Zone, witliin which is concentrated the mass
of the population, enterprise and wealth, and the educational,
agricultural and manufacturing interests of North America.

Study this map carefully; the boundaries of the State, and the
localities of important points are correctly shown. Observe the
central location of the Union Pacific Railroad lands. They are
between the 40th and 42d parallels of north latitude, and midway
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INTRt^CTION.
IREVIOUS to the building ot Pacific Kailroad, the vast

territory through which it passe^1*^ Comparatively unknown,
Lad the opinions entertained respectinj-^xs resources and utility
~ere vague and uncertain. These opinions have already, to a

K- veat extent, been modified. Although biit\W/iew years have
Lapsed since its completion, the influence of the. Railroad upon
ne development of the West has been felt as a mrghVy. power of

\ vilization. A more accurate knowledge of this extecfeire regiong g
established the fact that it possesses all the essential i&fements

tf material wealth and greatness. The westward movement of
emigration has received a new impulse from the opening to
Bttlement of the Trans-Missouri country, and thousands from the
•der States and from Europe have found new homes on the line of

great railroad. In order that a still more definite understand-
of the territory traversed by the Union Pacific Railroad, And

^ connections with other sections of the country, may be obtained,
Careful attention is asked to the three maps which accompany this
ftamphlet.
: T H E FIRST MAP, on the. cover, shows the United States, with a
r ortion of British America on the North, and Mexico on the

«outh. The lines of latitude and longitude are given, so that the
Real i ty of any point on the Union Pacific Railroad can be com-

pared with the localities of places in Europe, or other parts of the
'orld. The line of the great Pacific Railroad, with its connec-
ons stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, is shown in
8 relative position on the North American continent.
THE SECOND MAP, drawn on a larger scale, also exhibits the

ir rnion Pacific Railroad, its connections and Land Grant. It is
•j'—iore especially designed to represent the Great Central Belt of

;he North Temperate Zone, within which is concentrated the mass
of the population, enterprise and wealth, and the educational,
agricultural and manufacturing interests of North America,

Study this map carefully; the boundaries of the State, and the
localities of important points are correctly shown. Observe the
central location of the Union Pacific Railroad lands. They are
between the 40th and 42d parallels of north latitude, and midway
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2 INTRODUCTION.

between the Atlantic and Pacific oce-ns* On the east are
great commercial cities of the cour we&t of them are
richest and most extensive mineral ^ns on the globe,
lands are crossed by the Trans-C~-. ,«iental Railroad, the world'
highway, and all the great t r .mes of railway in the
Middle and Western States. c directly to them.

THE THIRD MAP repr ^s the Great Valley of the Platte,
the State of Nebraska, v*ough which the Union Pacific Rai
extends for 400 miles,, and in which are located the lands o
for sale by the .Company. The Platte Valley is from five
fifteen miles in. width, and consists of gently undulating boti
lands, skirted by low rounded hills, and crossed by timber-bord
streams. •*. It has long been recognized as one of the most fi
and beautiful regions in America. It was formerly the favo:
dwelling place of many tribes of Indians, and the ruins of
villages are scattered at frequent intervals throughout its w!
extent; millions of buffalo and other grass-feeding animate 8
sisted summer and winter on the nutritious grasses that cover
surface. The building of the Union Pacific Railroad thro
this valley has opened to settlement and brought within four da;
distance from the seaboard cities one of the richest and m<
delightful localities in the United States. Trains of emigrant
with their families, their flocks and their herds, are steadi
moving into this valley; their neat houses are dotting the plai
and the broad, smooth prairies are fast being transformed
happy homes and cultivated farms. Towns and villages
springing up and growing in size and influence, and the eviden
of industry and thrift is visible on every hand. Thousands of enter-
prising people from the older States and from Europe are ev
year taking advantage of the splendid opportunity here presen
to men of small means to acquire homes in a rich, product!
country, on the line of a great railroad, where, in connection wi
cheap lands, are found all the advantages of an old settled co
munity. There still remains a large amount both of free home
stead and railroad land of the best quality, that may be obtained1

by emigrants at a comparatively small cost. It is to give«correct]
information in regard to these lands, and to explain how they may
be obtained, that this book is published. -

NOTB.—People In England will bear to mind, when calculating prices a* given In
this book that one pound sterling (£X), U t^ual to about live dollars ($6) in money d
the United tttatea.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION-

IHE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, beginning at Omaha,
on the Missouri river, extends through the State of Nebraska,

crosses the northeast corner of Colorado and Southern Wyoming,
»nd at Ogden, in Utah, in the valley of the Great Salt Lake, con-
nects with the Central Pacific Railroad for San Francisco and the
IPacific coast.

By the completion of the great Missouri River Bridge at
aPmaha, the last link haa been supplied, and railroad connection
established from ocean to ocean,
. The grand project of uniting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by
[railroad, was first brought prominently before the American people
by Asa Whitney, of New "York, At a meeting held under his
ixispices in Philadelphia, on the 23d day of December, 1846, a
movement was inaugurated for the purpose of interesting the pub-
lic mind and securing the aid of the government in the accomplish-
ment of this great enterprise. Earnest discussions followed, in
«vhich the ablest minds in the nation participated, extending over
B, period of nearly twenty years, during which various plans were
*irged, extensive explorations made, and xthe practicability of the
-difierent routes thoroughly canvassed.

These efforts culminated on the first of July, 1862, in the
passage, by the United States Congress, of an act incorporating the
Union Pacific Railroad Company, and the adoption of the Central
Route. The organization of the company took place October 29th,
1863; ground was broken with appropriate ceremonies December
2d, 1863; the first contract for construction was let early in 1864^
and the great work formally commenced.

The progress of the work was characterized by an exhibition
of energy, enterprise, and engineering skill, and by a rapidity of
-construction, without a parallel in the annals of railroad building;
and on the 10th day of May, 1868, the junction of the Union and
Central Pacific Railroads was effected, near the head of Great Salt
Lake, in the Territory of Utah.

The wisdom of the selection of the Central Route has been
fully demonstrated in the comparative ease with which this line ie
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the -North Temperate Zone, witliin which is concentrated the mass
of the population, enterprise and wealth, and the educational,
agricultural and manufacturing interests of North America.

Study this map carefully; the boundaries of the State, and the
localities of important points are correctly shown. Observe the
central location of the Union Pacific Railroad lands. They are
between the 40th and 42d parallels of north latitude, and midway
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4 UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.

operated through the entire year. The boldest predictions of i
early and persistent advocates have been more than realized in tl
rapidly accumulating business it has been required to transa
The rich commerce and travel of the East, and of the Islands
the Pacific, have been diverted from the channels through wlii
they had hitherto passed, into that which insures the safer a
more expeditious transit. But, immense as is the through bu
ness of this great road, it is destined, at no distant period, to
surpassed by the local business springing up at every station
the long line. Its accumulating business furnishes employm
to thousands of officials, mechanics and laborers, the, supplying
whose wants creates a demand for the farmer and merchant,
veloping a reciprocity of interests, and increasing the business i
income of the road. Already, long trains heavily freighted ^
the agricultural products of the Platte Galley, are moved w<
ward, distributing their contents among the pastoral and min
districts of Colorado, Wyoming and Utah, and return, bring
the ore, bullion, coal and cattle of thesa regions to Eastern mark
thus developing a traffic which will soon become of great imp
ance.

THE LAND GRANT.
The lands granted the company to aid in the construction of

road, consist of the alternate sections, or square miles, in a
forty miles in width, and one thousand and thirty-two miles
length, and extend from Omaha, on the Missouri, to Ogden,
Utah; they are contained in a breadth of twenty miles on €
Bide of the track, along the entire length of the road, and comp
about nineteen thousand square miles, or twelve million acre
c'ioi6e farming, grazing and mineral lands.

LOCATION OF THE LANDS.
These lands are located in the Central portion of the Uni

States, between the 40th and 42d parallels, the favored latitude
America and Europe, and the gfeat agricultural and commer
belt, towards which the east and west lines of the world's trs
and trade are rapidly tending, and which is each year assumin
larger control of its population and business. They extend throi
Central Nebraska, Southern Wyoming, and Northern Colorado i
Utah, and include the broad, fertile valleys of the Platte, Lo<
Pole and Bear Rivers, the celebrated Laramie plains, and the r
iron and coal fields of Wyoming and Utah* The sections des
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LAND DEPARTMENT.

by odd numbers belong to the Railroad Company, the even
sections within the same limits are reserved by the

a Government for actual settlement, and can be obtained only under
"^me provisions of the Homestead, Pre-emption and Timber Cul-

laws. By this means the Government lands are kept out of
e grasp of the speculator, and preserved for the settler and his

THREE CLASSES OF LANDS.
, The lands on the line of the Union Pacific Railroads may be di-

into three classes, each class having its peculiar advantages,
receiving its designation from what seems likely to form its

le*»edominant business, viz : Agricultural Lands, embracing the
_*-tate of Nebraska within the first three hundred miles west of the

issonri river ; Grazing Lands extending from the Forks of the
l through the Laramie Plains in Wyoming; the Mineral

, comprising the territory between the Black Hills and Wa-
n, » t c h Mountains, in Utah,
re: LANDS IN MARKET.
* A portion of these lands, extending through Nebraska, and em-

>Tacing parts of Utah and the valley of Salt Lake, have been placed
x i market by the company, and are offered to purchasers at low

^o^rice and upon very favorable terras of payment. Equal facilities
j,V>r obtaining pleasant homes, and acquiring competence and inde-

j ^>endence, have never before been presented to the immigrant and
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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.

NEBRASKA.
GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION.

Nebraska lies between the 40th and 43d parallels of north lati-
tude, and the 96th and 104th degrees of longitude west from* Green-1
wich, and occupies the most favorable geographical position on the
American continent. It extends from the Missouri river westward
to the base of the Rocky mountains, with an extreme length of four
hundred and thirty, and a width of two hundred and eight miles.
It has a total area of about 76,000 square miles, or nearly 50,000,-
000 acres of the best farming and grazing lands in America. There
are no mountains nor high hills in the State; but the entire surface
consists of undulating prairie, broad tables, and rich bottom lands.

The whole State rises from the Missouri river to its western
boundary, with a gradual ascent from one thousand to five thousand
feet, giving a perfect drainage, a dry, clear, bracing atmosphere,
and a climate remarkably temperate and healthful.

HISTORY.
Nebraska was organized as a Territory in 1854, under the famous

Kansas and Nebraska act, and in the spring of 1867 was admitted
into the Union as the thirty-seventh State. Since becoming a
State, its progress in population and material prosperity has been
rapid and substantial. Twelve hundred miles of railroad are al-
ready in operation, and many more under construction, or pro-
jected. The effect has been to greatly enhance values, and to stim-
ulate growth, enterprise, immigration, commerce and business ot
every kind.

POPULATION.
No State has shown a more rapid growth than Nebraska, since its

admission into the Union. Already it has the appearance of an
old settled country. Well cultivated farms, school houses, and vil-
lages meet the eye in every direction. The interest taken in tree-
planting is fabt covering the hillsides and prairies with thrifty
groves. The population in I860 was 28,651; in 1870, 122,993, an
increase of 300 per cent, during a period of ten years, the greater
portion of increase occurring during the last three years. The cen-
sus of 187S gives a population of 313,841.
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LAND DEPARTMENT. 7

CLIMATE.
The climate of this State is the most delightful and healthful of

the temperate zone. It is milder than in the same latitude in the
Eastern States, and the atmosphere is dry and pure. Statistical
tables, carefully compiled from a series of observations extending
through many years, show the following mean temperature; spring,
4 9 ° ; summer, 74 ° ; fall, 51 ° ; winter, 31 ° . Mean and annual
temperature, 51 ° .

The heat of summer is tempered by the prairie winds, and the
nights are cool and comfortable. The autumns are like a long
Indian summer, frequently reaching into the latter part of Decem-.
ber. The winters are usually short, dry and invigorating, with but
little snow/ Cold weather seldom lasts beyond three months, with
frequent intervals of mild, sunny days. The fall of snow is gener-
ally light, always dry, and remains but a short time upon the ground.

The roads in winter are hard, dry and smooth. The greatest
amount of rain occurs during the agricultural months, affording
sufficient moisture for the growth of the soil. During fall and
winter, the weather is usually dry.

Among the most attractive characteristics of Nebraska is the
wonderful salubrity of its climate. This fact is universally ad-
mitted by all conversant with its history, and fully sustained by
medical statistics. From its central location it escapes at once the
cold, long winters of the Northern, and the hot, relaxing influence
of the Southern States. Distant from the oceans and great lakes,
it is exempt from the chilly, damp winds, mists and fogs, so preva-
lent in the countries bordering on large bodies of water. There
are no swamps nor stagnant pools, and fever and ague, and other
disorders arising from miasmatic influences, so common in many
of the fairest portions of the West, are here almost unknown. No
part of the United States is less afflicted with epidemic diseases.
The high altitude, bracing character of the atmosphere, and purity
of the water, render this State peculiarly favorable to persons pre-
disposed to pulmonary and rheumatic diseases. Many thus af-
flicted have been greatly relieved or entirely cured by a residence
here.

RAIN-FAIX.
The following table, which is compiled from the reports of the

Department of Agriculture, at Washington, shows the rain-fall in
Nebraska, compared with the rain-fall in other States, for the years
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8 UNION PACIFIC RAILEOAD.

1863-73, inclusive, a period of eleven years. It will be seen that
while the mean annual rain-fall in Nebraska is less than twenty-
nine inches during the six months beginning with April au<3
ending with September, it is nearly as great as that of each of the
five leading States with which the comparison is made, and actually
exceeds that of the State of Illinois,

1863-1873.

ELEVEN YEARS. SI I
1 • WINTER MONTHS.
January
February
December

SPRING AND FALL.
March
October
November

AGRICULTURAL MONTHS
April
May
June ;
July
August.
September

Total inches-

.95
1.53
1.23
3.71

2.11
1.98

J2 39_
6.48"

2.63
1.57

ji.27
H.47

3.16
1.94
2.99
8 1)9

3.16
2.27
3.02

"8.4o

2.99
2.41
3.19
8 59

1.38
1.45
1.26
4.09

3 36
305
J/T8
8.19

«.0d
2.57
1 71

3.78
2.26
268

3 00
2.43
2.43

3 25
3.75
3.47

8 72 8.46 10.47
2.79
449
4 07
3.68
2.79
3 04

3.19
3.80
381
4.07
3.24
3.75,

3.24
3.35
3.07
4.U5
3.17
3 45

20.86 2(1.86 20. S3

3.22
•3 45

3.21
4.71
3.69
4.22

22.50

3.30
3 16
8.90
4.09
4.dO
3.70

3.09
3.40
350
354
4.37
322

22.15 21 1

28.66 35.53 34.13 39 31 39 (MS 40.18

It has been impossible to procure a correct record of rain-fall
since 1873, the same not having been kept. As a matter of fact it
has been greater than during the period given.

WATER RESOURCES.
An impression prevails to some extent in the Eastern States that

Nebraska is deficient in water supply and subject to frequent
droughts. This impression is entirely erroneous. No section of
the West is more abundantly watered with streams, both large and
email. The Platte, a wide, shallow river, flows through the whole
length of the State, dividing it into two nearly equal parts. The
Niobrara, Loup, Elkhorn, Wood and Big Blue rivers, and Prairie,
Shell, Maple, Logan, Wahoo and hundreds of other creeks fur-:
ni6h mill sites and water privileges, and amply attest the
abundance of moisture in the State. Professor Samuel Aughey,
of the Nebraska State University, and, who, as an explorer
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