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;’ Anybody can write a book—but to write a ““preface "—ali | there’s the rnb.

i To produce n hiyu telicum preface is no easy matter, and we wonld dodge the task were it not necessary
wv for us, while among the Romans, to conform to Roman enstoms, We know a preface is nsually looked upon
by the public in the light of an apology, wherein the anthor is expected to explain, 1st.—Why he did not do
better; and, 2d.—Why he wrote at all. In answer to these, we would say :

Fimst.—We have spared neither time, pains or money to make this a perfect book. Our statements are
concise, plain, unadorned, and, we believe, truthful in cvery particular. Yet, we would shndder at the charge
of being absolutely perfect, as we do not want to chance the consequences,

Secoxp.—We wrote this book for Money and Love. For moxEY to help the poor—not that we need a cent,
For rove of the Far Western Country—the land of the ‘‘Golden Fleece.” For love of its broad plains and
lofty mountains, its free pure air, healthful climate, magnificent scenery, unrivalled resources, and its unaffected,
whole-souled people.

The descriptions cover a scope of country over two thousand miles in length, and hundreds of miles in
width ; a vast empire ns it were; a country that only a few years ago was almost wholly nnexplored and unknown
to the white race. But since the completion of the Pacific Railroad it has been occupied by over half a million
of the most adventurous, active, honest, and progressive white people that the world ean produce—people that
are building cities, towns and villages as though by magic; prospecting, discovering and developing the great
treasure chambers of the continent, extending our grand system of railronds and telegraphs all over the
country, like a vast net-work; or engaged in the cultivation of the inexhaustible soil, which is literally
causing the wilderness to ‘“‘blossom like the rose.” Where such mighty changes are taking place so rapidly, it
would indeed be a wonder if some of the numberless improvements that are in progress were not omitted. Yet
we think there are few, if any, of snfficient importance to be of interest to the tourist, but what some mention
can be found at the proper place in this volume ; but, from the limited space, the descriptions are necessarily
short, only touching on the most important facts.

Fivanuy, we shall take the reader with us from the far East to the far West—f{rom the Atlantic to the
Pacific; from where the sun rises out of the water to where it sets in the water; and leave him facing the J

Orient of ancient story.

Price, Flexible Cloth, S1.50,
Sent post-paul on reeelpt of the price.

GEO. A. CROFUTT,
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BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF THE PLAINS—From the crossing of Loup Fork River, 94 miles west of Omaha
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OCEAN TO OCEAN.

WEST

TO THE MISSOURI RIVER.

TEN HINTS BEFORE WE START:

1. Itis not our province to recommend any particular
line east of the Missouri River; each has its own
peculiar attractions. By reference to the advertise-
ments on the maps of the Tourist, the announcement
of some of the principal lines, with their special advan-

tages, will be found, and we would advise travelers to

read them carefully, then decide for themselves the
route they wish to take before purchasing tickets.

2. Be particular to choose such routes as will enable
you to visit the cities, towns, and objects of interest
that you desiro to, without annoyance or needless ex-
pense.

3. Never purchase your tickets from a stranger in the

street, butoverthe counterof some responsible company. -

‘When purchasing tickets, look well to the date, and no-
tice that each ticket is stamped at the time you receive
them. Then make & memorandum on the opposite page
of the TourisT, of the name of the company 1ssuing the
ticket, by what route, and the number and class ¢f the
ticket. case of loss, make the fact known at the
office of the company, showing the memorandum as
above described, and steps can be taken immediately
to recover the ticket if it was lost or stolen, or to pre-
vent its being used by any one else, By attention to
such slight and apparently unimportant matters as
these, travelers may escape such swindles as are too
likely to be qmcticed upon them, and avoid much pos-
siblo loss and inconvenience.

4. Before starting out, provide yourself with at least
one third more money than your most liberal estimate
would seem to require, and do not lend to strangers or
be induced to play at their games.

5. Endeavor to be at the depot at least fiftcen min-
utes before the train leaves, to avoid a rush.

6. You will need to show your ticket to the baggage-
man when you ask him to check your baggage; then
see that it 18 properly checked, and make a memoran-
dum of the number of the check on the same page with
your ticket; this done, you will need to give it no fur-
ther attention until you get to the place to which it is
checked, when you will need to look after it.

7. Persons who accompsny the conductor through
the cars, calling for baggage to be delivered at the
hotels or other places, are generally reliable, but the
passenger, if in doubt, should inquire of the conductor,
and then be careful to compare the number of the
ticket received from the agent in exchange for his
check, to be sure that they are alike,

8. Do notseek to attract atttention ; remember only
boors are intrusive and boisterous.

9, ‘‘Please” and ‘‘thanks” are towers of stren,ﬁth.
Do not let the servants excel you in patience and polite
ness.

10. And finally—Do not judge of the people you
meet by their clothes, or think you are going west to
find fools ; as a millionaire may be in buckskin and a
college graduate in rags.

AROUND THE WORLD.—Passengers can pro-
cure tickets, if they choose, for a trip around the world.
The route will be found on the large colored map of
the world in the back part of this book. The price of
tickets is now $1,105, via China and Japan, and $985
via Australin and the Oriental line of steamships. The
journey can be broken at an ll{)oint; of interesten route,
and resumed at pleasure. g a short time has elaps-
ed since a journey to China and India was only one re-
move from leaving the world altogether. A traveler or
business man who, a few years ago, went to Hong Kong
or Calcutta, made his will end arranged his affairs with
a certain knowledge that at least a year or two of his
life was required, and the ibilities were against his
returning even then. To-day he packs his portmanteau
for a run around the globe, transacts important business,
and is back in his office in New York, g:n Francisco or
London, in ninety days, after having enjoyed an agree-
able tour, in which he is always in communication with
the chief centres of business by telegraph and steam
post routes.

Not only has sea navigation been improved by the ad-
vances in naval architecture, and the greater perfection
in ships’ material, construction, and motive power, but
the vast distances of land travel have been decidedly

! shortened both in space and time by the development

of land transportation. Mountains and valleys have
been brought to a proper grade for immense lines of
railway on both continents. The difficulties overcome
and the energy and enterprise exhibited by the building
of more than 5,000 miles of English railway in India,

. oconnecting the princigml cities of that great peninsula,

and the completion of the Suez Canal, have only been
equaled by the construction of the great Union and
Central Pacific Railroad across our continent, which
brings the city of San Francisco, on the Pacific Coast,
within less than a weck’s comfortable journey of the
Atlantic sea-ports of New York, Philadelphia, and Bos-
ton, which heretofore took months to accomplish.
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