
Leland Stanford is today a largely forgotten man.Yet he is the quintessence
of the great American legend: the farm boy who makes good through hard
work and struggle—the embodiment of the Horatio Alger myth.

For the first time, a biography of Stanford and his times is presented dispelling
myths and misinformation and revealing the details and depths of a man con-
sidered by his contemporaries to be the leading figure in California history.

Extremely detailed with meticulous research, this two-volume set not only
illuminates Stanford, his family, and intimates, but includes a wealth of infor-
mation in the text and sidebars concerning the myriad of people and things
he touched and influenced.
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AN OUTSTANDING 2-VOLUME BIOGRAPHY

ON ONE OF THE 19TH CENTURY’S MOST IMPORTANT FIGURES



Stanford was one of the nineteenth century’s most important fig-

ures. His accomplishments include:
First Republican Governor of California.
First President of the Central Pacific Railroad.
First President of the Southern Pacific Company.
Owner of the world’s largest vineyard.
First among the world’s trotting horse breeders.
First in world champion trotter records.
Developer of the world’s first motion picture.
First president (and builder) of the California Street Cablecar.
First president of Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company.
First in wealth in the United States Senate for his day.
First President of the Bodie Mining Company.
Largest private university endowment of all time.
Creator of the largest university in land area in the world.

Almost nothing has been researched and written on Stanford’s

many specialized interests or activities, each of which would warrant
a scholarly monograph. This biography, by delving into the public and pri-
vate activities and passions of the man, corrects the oversights of past histo-
rians and gives us a multi-faceted image of an amazing historical figure.

In politics, business, philanthropy, and education, Stanford left a

remarkable legacy. Stanford University was his greatest monument—an
institution which he founded, named for his son, and endowed in such a way
that it has become one of the world’s finest institutions of higher learning.
Dr. Norman E.Tutorow received his Ph.D. in American political and military history from Stan-

ford University and holds degrees in history, Spanish, German, and philoso-
phy. He taught at various colleges, served as Chief of the Archives Branch of
the Los Angeles Federal Records Center, and later was Chief of Master Plan-
ning at the Presidio of San Francisco.Tutorow was a Visiting Fellow at Hoover
Institution on War, Revolution and Peace at Stanford University from 1996-
2001, and now continues researching another book there. His major works
include California:An Illustrated History [with Don E. Fehrenbacher]; Texas Annex-

ation and the Mexican War; The Mexican-American War: An Annotated Bibliography;
War Crimes,War Criminals, and War Crimes Trials; and James Gillespie Blaine and the

Presidency. Dr Tutorow’s wife Evelyn “Evie” assists him in his research.

“Leland Stanford—lawyer, small businessman, politician, transcontinental railroad
entrepreneur, founder of a university—to most people has become a stereotypical
figure in the Gilded Age. Norman Tutorow has written a breathtaking exploration
of the twists and turns and details of Stanford’s life that destroys the stereotype and,
instead, makes it possible for us to see the real Leland Stanford and the real tapes-
try of his age. I learned from every page I opened.”

—Gerhard Casper, President of Stanford University, 1992–2000

THE GOVERNOR



“Rarely does one herald a new biography as definitive, but such is the case of Norman E.
Tutorow’s impressive and expansive study of Leland Stanford, a major figure in the his-
tory of post-gold rush California in the nineteenth century.Written with style and verve,
based on extensive and exhaustive research—literally no source was left unploughed—
Stanford’s truly remarkable life is captured in full in this two-volume biography.The author
has recreated the essence of the man and his multi-faceted career—a true story of rags
to riches—who during his mature lifetime contributed so much to the enrichment and
enhancement of the Golden State.”

—Doyce B. Nunis, Jr., Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History,

University of Southern California,

and Editor of Southern California Quarterly

“‘Governor Leland Stanford was a man of many careers; more than this, he was a master
of many careers.’ Stanford’s careers as an attorney, as state governor, railroad builder,
race horse owner and trainer, wine-maker, president of more than three dozen corpora-
tions, cable car railway builder, and United States senator—the accounts of which are all
told in the present volumes—pale into insignificance when placed alongside his creation
of the Leland Stanford Junior University, an institution bearing his son’s name. . . . Dr.
Norman E.Tutorow is eminently qualified to write the life of Leland Stanford.He is through
and through a Stanford man: he holds three graduate degrees from three different depart-
ments of Stanford University, and he spent several years as a Visiting Fellow at the pres-
tigious Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace at Stanford University.” 

—George Deukmejian, Governor of California, 1983–1991
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“More than a century after his death, Leland Stanford, a founder of California and the Far
West, has at long last received the biography he so richly deserved.There is only one way
to describe the life story that Norman Tutorow, assisted by Evelyn Tutorow, has written—
epic.The Governor is an epic of research and interpretation that will anchor and command
the field for all time to come. It is a milestone in our understanding of how the West was
won in the nineteenth century and in turn shaped the American experience.” 

—Dr. Kevin Starr, State Librarian of California

“Norman Tutorow has written a thoroughly-researched biography on one of the most impor-
tant men who helped lead California and the Far West during the latter half of the nine-
teenth century. Leland Stanford was a talented figure in politics and an even more successful
entrepreneur in railroads and viticulture to mention but two of his lifetime pursuits. His
founding of the university bearing his son’s name will forever be a memorial of the finest
kind. The author has meticulously referenced an incredible array of personal facts about
Stanford as well as pertinent historical data that round out one man’s full life of accom-
plishments.” —Lynn D. Farrar, Evaluations Engineer, ret., Southern Pacific Company 

“Tutorow’s definitive biography of Leland Stanford . . . has filled the gaps in our knowledge
of one the West’s greatest men. . . .The scholarly apparatus—illustrations as sidebars, anno-
tations, an extensive bibliography, a chronology, acronyms, abbreviations, a table of con-
tents with chapter divisions and sub-divisions—are of the highest standards and measure
up to those of Tutorow’s Stanford mentors, historians Thomas A. Bailey and Don E. Fehren-
bacher.” —Peter Duignan, Ph.D., Senior Fellow and Lillick Curator, emeritus,

Hoover Institution, Stanford University

“[Leland and Jane Stanford’s] active lives, reflecting wealth and fame, brought wide public
attention that was at times controversial.There is an old axiom that “perception is reality,”
which can be true when recording history, and becomes more so as time passes with hard
facts more difficult to confirm. . . . After years of diligent on-site research, Dr. Norman
Tutorow and his wife, Evelyn, have made a consummate contribution to better understand
and appreciate the historic lives of Leland and Jane Stanford.”

—L.W. “Bill” Lane, Jr., Retired Publisher and Ambassador

“With the avidity of an antiquarian to garner all knowledge of a subject, with the diligence
of a sleuth in determining the truth, and with the passion of the historian to present an
accurate analysis, Norman Tutorow’s decade-long endeavor to write a biography of Leland
Stanford has resulted in the definitive study of this remarkable man. . . . Leland Stanford is
one of the most significant men in the history of California and the West. His importance
to the economic, transportation, political, social, philanthropic, and educational history of
the West is incalculable; and Tutorow’s indefatigable research . . . places Stanford’s achieve-
ments in their proper perspective. . . . It is fitting that the close collaborating between Leland
and Jane Stanford in their philanthropic and educational projects should be mirrored in the
partnership between Norman and Evie Tutorow in producing this monumental work of schol-
arship.” —Charles A. Fracchia, Founder and President, San Francisco Historical Society
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