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ROBERT LARDIN FULTON

By Dr. HerBerT WyNFORD HiLL

ROBERT L. FurtoN was born at Ashland, Ohio,
March 6, 1847 of Scotch-Irish ancestry. He re-
ceived his education in the common schools of tha
State and in the University of life. Gifted with
keen powers of observation and impelled by a
vivid intellectual curiosity, until the day of his
death he sought learning covering a wide range of
subjects. This learning ripening into wisdom he
applied to the tasks set him by necessity and to
the larger task of upbuilding his beloved West.

At an early age he decided upon a business ca-
reer, and after a short period as clerk in a store he
entered the service of the Erie Railroad as a tele-
graph operator. In this field he advanced rapidly to
the position of conductor. At this time a group of
farseeing men had started the construction of arail-
road to the Pacific Ocean. He saw here a splendid
opportunity and hastened to volunteer his services.
He was given a position as train dispatcher, a posi-
tion he held until the completion of the road.
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When the road was finished he accepted a posi-
tion with the company as land agent. In this capac-
ity he had in his charge the examination and settle-
ment of the railroad lands from Colfax to Ogden.
Here was the work for which he was preeminently
fitted and he went to work with a will. He pub-
lished a newspaper for a number of years, he de-
livered addresses throughout the State and before
societies and associations, and he wrote many ar-
ticles setting forth the advantages of the West.
The best known of his articles was the one pub-
lished in the New York Tribune, under the title,
“Eloquent Plea—Nevada Only Assailed by Ig-
norance.” But his work was not merely the adver-
tising of the State. He helped in reclamation
projects large and small, encouraged better farm-
ing methods, and vigorously supported the ex-
tension of educational privileges.

He took an active part in the political affairs of
the State particularly where moral issues were con-
cerned. In 1889 he led the fight against the Louis-
iana Lottery Bill which had been passed by the
Legislature, and succeeded in getting it voted
down by the people. Again when the same bill
came up in 1901 he led the fight to a successful
finish. Later he took a prominent part in the pass-






