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3 6 3 4 U. S. PACIFIC RAILWAY COMMISSION.

TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENT WITH NORTHERN PACIFIC.

Q. Before the lease of the Oregon Short Line had you a traffic ar-
rangement with the Northern Pacific, effected through the junction at
Wallulat—A. Yes.

Q. Does that arrangement continue under the present system t—A.
Yes.

STEAMSHIP LINES.

Q. What other property does the Oregon Railway and Navigation
Company represent besides this road t—A. The Ocean Steamship line
between Portland and San Francisco; the Willamette River line, be-
tween Portland and Corvallis; the Columbia River line, between Port-
land and Astoria, 110 miles; the Middle Columbia River line, between
Portland and The Dalles, 88 miles; and the Puget Sound line, between
Tacoma and Victoria, 00 miles.

By Commissioner LITTLER :
Q. How far is it from Portland to Corvallis t—A. 97 miles.
Q. Uow many steamers in all arc retired for this traffic!—A. I am

unable to say how many are required. There are twelve, I think, in
active use.

Q. Do I understand that all this property, as well as the railroad
property, is included in the lease to the Oregon Short line t—A. I have
never seen the lease.

Q. You do not know t—A. No; I do not.
Commissioner LITTLER (addressing Mr. Bromley). Do you know,

Mr. Bromley f
Mi. BROMLEY. I believe it is.

INTERCHANGE OF TRAFFIC WITH OREGON SHORT LINE.

By Commissioner ANDERSON :
Q, What is the extent of the interchange of traffic between the Oregon

Short Line and the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company, at pres-
ent t—A. It would be necessary for me to refer to a report that is made
showing that tonnage. I am unable to say, off hand, what it is.

Q. Cau you furnish us with a copy of that Teportf—A. I can.
Q. Do you meauduring today f—A. Yes.

By Commissioner LITTLER :
Q. When was the road completed through to Huntington and the

connection made with the Oregon Short Linef—A. December 14,1884.
By Commissioner ANDERSON :

Q. Can you describe generally the nature of that interchange of traf-
fic t—A. The westbound traffic consists of general merchandise; no
particular commodity.

Q. Articles required for consumption along the line of the Oregon
Railway and Navigation Company f—A. Articles required in Oregon
and Washington Territory. East-bound, the traffic consists of wool,
lumber, salmon, barley, live stock, and hops. Those are the principal
articles of shipment; general merchandise is very light.

By Commissioner LITTLER :
Q. What important towns, if any, are there between here and Poca-

tello t—A. There are The Dalles, about 5,000 i h b f t t e ¥ & \ t o
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1; Baker City, about the same; Boise City, about 3,000. Those are
the only important towns.

CHAEACTKB OF EAST-BOtTTD MERCHANDISE.

Q, As to the east-bound merchandise that you refer to, how far east
docs the bulk of it go!—A. The salmon and wool are shipped, gener-
ally, to the Atlantic seaboard; barley, live stock, and hops are confined
largely to Saint Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, aud points on the Missouri
Biver.

Q. So that substantially all your traffic gives to the main line of the
Union Pacific the benefit of nearly the entire haulf—A. Substantially;

FROBABLE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.

Q. Wbftt is your jndgmeutas to the growth of this traffic in the near
(utaro f—A. That is a question that I do not kuow that I can answer
tntdligently without giving some considerable consideration to it. I
think that the salmon traffic will decrease. 1 think the wool traffic will
decrease; to what extent I am unable to say. 1 think ihe barley traffic
will increase; although that traffic is subject to the conditions of the
crop in this Eastern States. Tbe lumber traffic will increase largely,
wtd the bop traffic, I think, will increase.

Q. Do you export any wheat from here over the Union Pacific!—A.
So, sir. Wheat all comes this way.

Q. From where does the wheat come 1*—A. Almost exclusively from
points on the Oregon Bail way and Navigation Company's line.

Q. The Oregon Railway and Navigation Company is all in Oregon, is
It not 1—A. Part of the system is in Washington Territory.

Q. All yonr wheat comes over that HueT—A. Yes. Nothing of that
character 'reaches tbe Union Pacific.

Q. How is it in regard to the future of traffic going the other way t—
A. I think there is u promised increase.

Q. That is largely dependent upon population here, I judge, is it
not!—A. Altogether.

Q. The question whether it increases or not depends simply, then, on
tb« Increase of population T—A. Yes.

DESCRIPTION OF tJOTTNTBY TRIBUTARY TO OREGON SHORT LINK.

(JonnBiaskraer LITTLBR. I wish you would give a description of the
eomitry tributary to this Oregon Short Line as it now exists, and a de-
scription of its productive qualities—what sort of cereals or other prod-
nets it produces.

The WITNESS. Do you desire that I should include the Oregon Rail-
way and navigation Company's line f

Commissioner LITTLER. Yes.
The'WITNESS, The cereal that is grown along the line ami that is

oaUiraliy transported East consists almost exclusively of barley. The
tow Iron UmatUht to Hnntingtun runs through a generally mountain-
ous country, with the except ion ot* Grand Run and Powder Biver Val-
Jejfc. BejODdHuntintrtoit tin- line traverses a sage-brush desert all the
w»r from tiuntfngtou to Pocotello.

Q* What U the character of that suge-brusli country; is it capable
of WotUieing anything 1—A. It is capable of abtmdaut V

Q. Tkeaymdoaot wish the Commission to iinderstvmA
nU d t by any weans f—A. No; I would not
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nabe the same caies to aud from the Eaat aud Portland that are mode
to and from the Eaat aud 3au Francisco.

By Commissioner LITTLER :
Q. Assuming that they will do that, what effect will that have on the

Union Pacific 1—A. It will have a tendency to divide the business to a
groat extent.

Q. Will that apply to all the different classes of business that you
hare referred to T—A. Yes; with perhaps the single exception of lum-
ber.

Q. How many throagh freight trains do you rnn on your road!—A.
We have one each way daily.

OOMPBIITIOM BY THE KOETHEBN PACIFIC.

By Commissioner ANDERSON :
Q. In regard to competition by the Northern Pacific, how does that

affect you, and through what extent of countryT—A. That affects us, I
might say, from Portland and, in fact, from all points on the Oregon
Bailway and Navigation line.

Q. All points also on the other side of the junction I—A. Not beyond
Hnutiugton, but all points coufined to the line of the Oregon Bailway
and Navigation Company's system.

Q. What period does this traffic arrangement cover!— A. My recol-
lection is that it oovers a period of 99 years.

Q. Does that apply to all kinds of traffic) Is it a general arrange-
ment t—A. Yes.

Q, Is there any other matter of interest to the Union Pacific Com-
pany that occurs to you to explain to ns T—A. No; nothing that I think
of. Your visit here is a suprise to ine and I have notgiveu the subject
of your inquiry special thought.

Commissioner LITTLER. We are anxious to know what the natural
resources are of the country which is tributary to this line between here
u d Granger, with the view of determining something in relation to its
fbtote prosperity.

The w m r E m I have given you the principal items. The Oregon
Short Line, in itself, runs through a mountain region a portion of the

Q. Are them any large mines producing much traffic !—A. Not very,
outside of Montauu. What is commonly termed the Wood River country
fa the mining region tributary to the Oregon Short Line.

INDUCEMENTS TO IMMIGRATION.

Q. What inducements or facilities are these companies offering to
immigiBtion and settlement along the line; anything special 1—A. I
am unfamiliar with the working of the passenger department and do
sot know of any special efforts in that particular directiou, more than
is mnwatty done in railway advertising.

Q. The country through which this road runs is epareely settled, gen-
enlly, in it nott—A. Very sparsely.

Q. Would it not be good policy on the part of the company to offer
eztm inducements to settlement, with the view of inducing traffic t—A,
I do-not know in what way they could do that.

Commissioner LITTLER, They wight do it by offering Bpeti&\ r&\je»
Ibr a long time to come to thone who would baild up towns
* 'therood. That would be on
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The WITNESS But under the interstate commerce law they could
not do tbat.

Commissioner LITTLER. They cau do it when the entire traffic U
within a particular State.

The WITNESS. Very true; but the peculiarity of tbe country is such
tbat tbe entire traffic could not possibly be coulined to the limits of one
State. Tbe peculiarities of the State of Oregon are such tbat its settle-
ment will be slow. There is a great deal of laud tbat requires irriga-
tion, a great deal that requires clearing of timber, and a great deal of
it is remote from railroad facilities.

TOPOGRAPHY OP COUWTBY TEIBUTABY TO O1IEG0N SHORT LIME.

Q. What is the general character of the country with reference to
undulations between this point and Granger, tributary to tbe Oregon
Short Linef—A. I might say that it is mountainous for a distance of
100 miles from Portland ; then, passing over a Section of the country
for about 80 miles, it is almost wholly a sandy desert. We strike tor »
distance of fiO miles, a tolerably productive country; tben we have a
distance of 75 miles that is entirely mountainous. At that distance—
say,305 miles from Portland, we strike tbe Grand Run Valley, which is
limited in extent to, perhaps, 20 by 35 miles. Then we cross another
range of mountains, a distance of some 30 or 40 miles, until we strike
Boulder River Valley. That is of practically the same size as the Grand
Ron Valley, excepting that it requires considerable irrigation to make
it productive. Beyond tbat, or after yon get 30 miles from Portland,
you rnn through a mouutainons country until you Btrike tbe Oregon
Short Line.

Q. Give us a description of this lava-bed country over which the
Oregon Short Line runs for so long a distauce, and state whether tbat
region is capable of agricultural production.—A. Between Uuntingtou
and Mountain Home, in Idaho—a distance of 150 miles—tbe country
could be made productive, provided it could be irrigated. The elevation
of tbe land is considerably above the Snake River, and it is, therefore,
difficult to get water on it. Between Mountain Home and Pocatello tbe
land is practically worthless, because there is little or no soil above the
lava rock. Tbat ia, I ttiiuk, a» tair a general description as I could
give.

FUTURE OP LAVA-BED COUNTRY.

Q. The future of that region is not very promising, then, is it!—A.
2ffo, sir; it cannot be called promtHing.

Q. Does that lava-bed region produce graas, or is it uninhabited by
cattle f—A. It produces to a limited extent only. The proof of that
Btateinent lies in the fact that tbe supplies ot' bay are all furnished over
tbe line of our road.

Q. Do yon know what kind of grasses are indigenous to the soil
through this region of country t—A. What is called "bunch" graas.

Q. Do you know whether timothy or blue grass flourish when planted f
—A. Only in the Grand Run Valley, that I know of.

Q. Where is tbat valley, exactly t—A. That begins 305 miles east of
Portland, and extends 30 miles further on.

The Commission tbeu adjourned, to meet in New York city on Tiies
day, September 20,1887.
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