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HE !P O R T\

To the President:
The United States Pacific Eailway Commission, the members of which

were appointed by you on the 15th day of April, 1887, pursuant to the
provisions of the act of Congress of March 3,1887, respectfully present
to you the following report of their proceedings and conclusions:

The Commission was organized immediately after the appointment of
its members by the selection of the Hon. Kobert E. Pattison as its chair-
man.

Deeply impressed with a sense of the magnitude and importance of
the duties which had been assigned to it, the Commission took such
measures as seemed most appropriate to secure a complete performance
of all the matters referred to it, so as to enable it to report intelligently
to you, and to make full answers to the many subjects which it was re-
quired to investigate.

The Commission selected as its chief accountants Mr. Eichard F.
Stevens and Mr. William Calhoun. To Mr. Calhoun and his assistants
was assigned the duty of a complete examination from the very incep-
tion to the present date of the accounts of the Union Pacific Railway
Company, including therein the accounts of the Kansas Pacific prior to
the consolidation of 1880, and the accounts of the Central Branch Union
Pacific.

To Mr. Stevens and his assistants was assigned the duty of making a
similar examination into the accounts of the Central Pacific and of its
various branch and auxiliary lines and the accounts of the Sioux City
and Pacific Eailroad Company.

The Commission also selected Col. Eichard P. Morgan, jr., a practical
and experienced railroad engineer, and to him with his assistants was
assigned the duty of personally inspecting all the railroads that had
been aided with United States bonds and all their branches.

Mr. Calhoun assigned the duty of the examination of the accounts of
the Central Branch Union Pacific to G. F. Perrenoud, and Mr. Stevens
assigned the similar work respecting the Sioux City and Pacific Rail-
road Company to Mr. Henry J. Anderson.

The examination of these accounts and of the vouchers and papers
connected therewith has been extremely laborious. None of the reports
were completed before the month of November, and the final report
and tables-affecting the Union Pacific Eailway Company were received
by the Commission near the close of that month. It has therefore beer
impossible for us to make any critical examination of the results reach
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by the accountants and the inspecting engineer. We submit herewith
the respective reports of these gentlemen with the tables, statistics,
and exhibits thereto appertaining, which will be found in Volume 8 of
the Evidence and Proceedings herewith submitted.

The Commission itself immediately entered upon the duty of person-
ally examining the directors and officers of the respective roads and
all witnesses who, in its judgment, were possessed of auy knowledge
which could shed light on the subject-matter of thefinvestigation.

The principal examinations have been conducted in New York, Bos-
ton, Omaha, and San Francisco ; but the Commission has also exam-
ined witnesses at a vast number of local points for the purpose of ascer-
taining the relations existing between the different railroads and the
local communities, and of giving full and abundant opportunity to all
persons who had business relations with these roads to state their views
and make known their complaints, if any.
• The evidence, statements, and tables relating to the Union Pacific
Railway are mainly contained in the first four volumes of the evidence
herewith submitted. The evidence, statements, and tables relating to
the Central Pacific Railway are mainly contained in volumes 5 and 6.

For the purpose of presenting its conclusions intelligently, the Com-
mission has divided this report into three parts.

The first part relates solely to the present condition of the respective
companies, existing relations between the companies and the United
States, and to the remedial measures which, in its judgment, should
be adopted.

The second part of the report contains a review of the financial oper-
ations of the bond-aided companies' from their origin to the present
time.

The third part contains answers to the various interrogations con-
tained in the bill under which the Commission was constituted.

PART FIRST.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY,
ITS RELATIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT, AND CHARACTER OF RE-
MEDIAL LEGISLATION REQUIRED.

The Union Pacific Railway proper consists of a well-constructed, sin-
gle-track road, extending from Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the Missouri
River, to a point 5 miles west of Ogden, in the Territory of Utah, a
distance of 1,038.35 miles. It also includes the railways formerly known
as the Kansas Pacific and the Denver Pacific. They consist of a well-
constructed, single-track railroad, extending from Kansas City, Mo.,
to Denver, Colo., and thence to Cheynne, Wyo., there uniting with the
Union Pacific Railway. The branch from Leavenworth, Kans., to Law-
rence, Kaus., was a part of the Kansas Pacific Railroad as originally
constructed.

The respective lengths of these railroads are as follows:
Miles.

From Kansas City to Denver 639.32
From Denver to Cheyenne 106
From Leavenworth to Lawrence 31.90

Total . . . . . 777.22
Add to this mileage the mileage of the Union Pacific main line 1,038.35

There results as the total mileage of the Union Pacific Railway Com-
pany, exclusive of its branches 1,815.57


