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The locomotive l i s t of Grant and i t s predecessors does not e x i s t . It
apparently lost in the move of the worla from Pat ear son to Chicago in 1890, and
except where the shop number is underlined, the arrangement of numbers of/ purely
guesswork, and i s intended to give a general idea of the number of engines built
by the ccrapany. Also to provide spaoe in this l ia t for additions as more infor-
mation coces to l i g h t . ' .

In theHistory cf Bergenand Passaic Counties by Woodford-Nelson, 1382, when
the Grant V/orka was s t i l l in pperation, the following i s quoted fran pp'i36-37.

"In 1842, Samuel Smith, Abram Collier and George Bradley started a small
foundry in a building 30x50 f t . on the southeast corner of Broadway and Prospect
Streats. In 1848. Smith sold out to Collier and formed a co-partnership with
his brother .7m. C. Smith, Thomas Beggs and Henry V/hitaley.

They leased a ono-story building along the raceway on Mill St . in front of
the Franklin Hi l l , opposite Ellison S t . , 140 ft . long and 40 ft .deep. They
started a foundry and general machine shop there.

^eggs died and his interest was purchased by Yfa. Swinburne, former Supt.
at the Rogers Locomotive Works in Paterson. 1!l)a name was changed to Swinburne,
Smith & Co., s t i l l in 1848, as a l l the above happened within a few months, "hoy
iCDediately la id plans to build locomotives, and built a locomotive shop of brick,
two s tor ies , just north of the machine shop and immediately next to the Essex i l i l l ,a
l o t , s t i l l standing(1882).

They got an order for 10 engines froa the New York & Erie ER, so they bought
a mill s i te on Uarket St. opposite Pine and erected a large shop there in 1850,
after approximately 15 locomotives had bean bui l t in the original shop. Sirinburae
retired in Juno 1850, from association^with the company and formed his own company.
Ee leased a plot of land adjacent to the present Erie tracks on the west sida,
extending fiuom Uarket St. to Ell ison, where* he built an immense shop and began
building locomotives on h is own account, under the name of YAn.Sv7inbu.rne & Co.

In 1858, Swinburne sold out to the Erie, which used the factory as a repair
shops for sous years, and in la ter days as a storehouse.

The Ifew Jersey Locomotive & Machine Co* was incorporated by the renainirs
partners of Swinburne, Smith & Co. in 1851, and carried on the business on lio-ket
St. near Spruce, gradually enlarging the conern unti l sane tins in the 1863-1364
period, the stock in the company was bought up by Oliver DeForest Grant, V&G with
his son David B. Grant, and S» Suydsm Grant, ran i t until the death of O.De?.Grant,
when David B. Grant took over aotive management.

Uunder 17J State laas, the new owners incorporated the fixa as the Union Loco-
motive Worka Uarch 21, 1866, but on April 11, 1867, by special act of the l e g i s -
lature, approval was given to change the name to the Grant Locomotive Works, trhich
name i t bore unti l i t went out of business. ~

Grant's control of the oon$rn resulted in erecting new buildings during 1664-66
on Pine and .Jersey S t s . , and the old ones were enlarged. A magnificent passenger
engine,"Alpoiishe^ot t i l l i t shone l ike a mirror, with the boiler covorad with gernan
si lver , and cab made of choi&e woods, was sent to the Paris Exposition i n 1867. It
oost $42,000 and was brought back and sold to the Chicago,Rock Island & P a c i f i c In
1869-70, the original building on Market St. was enlarged by a 3 story addition on the
front, elegant offices being f i t t e d in the second story.

In the early part of 1872, a l l boiler mako£ in Paterson struck for higher
wages, although many of them were then earning what was then a very high TOO, $3
per day. Grant instantly ordered the shops closed, and a l l boiler manufacturers
in Paterson agroed to lock out strikers, so that most of then were compelled to leave
the c i ty . LIr. Grant Io3t no time in buying a riveting machine for boilers, the

[ j second one in uso in a locomotive establishment.
r,'"" At one time when a l l the other locomotive establishments \TSTB idle(panic cf

1875), he got an order from the Eu33ian Govt. for 55 locomotives. Shipnsat of the
, engines was delayed due to various causes, and the factory was shut dom in Oct.

[£';4-'C3&2£2 rooponing in July 1875* Work wa3 again started on tho uncompleted JfJucsi&n
locomotives, and while 23. of thorn hed apparently bean completed before ti;e shutdown,

33 shipped, 10 icore were ocmpletocl in 1375, but the balance of the ovuer
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was cancelled, i'ha ton completed engines not sent to Russia were rebuilt with dif-
ferent boilers and sold to tha Lehigh Valley.

Bavid S. Grant retired January 1, 1880 and was succeeded in nrmacensnt by
V7illisa W. Jivens, who since February 1866 had been chief accountant. R. Suydam Grant
remained as president and principal stockholder, but apparently took no active part in
the design or construction of locomotives* As of January 1, 1882, 720 men wore
y& the payroll, with 110 engines completed during 1881 according to Trumbull. A Pater-
son newspaper in a feature on the Grant works stated that as of February 1, 1882 a total
of 1450 engines had been comple ted by the concern from it3 origin. Hew buildings had
been built recently and more were to be erected in 1882*

All of this information cams to me from the research of Jj1, 31 a wart Graham
and Sylvan R. Wood in tha period from 1945 through 1951, and to i t I have added aatar-
i a l given to na by the late Walter Lucas some time in 1941 or 1942. Lucas had for
years made the study of the three locomotive builders in Paterson a special hobby, PTA
by means I icnow not what, he found the original Rogers logbook going back to the s tar t ,
and made a copy of i t . But the Grant records were not in Paterson according to Lucas
ard. he had to rely on the Paterson newspapers, and on a book, the "History of Indus-
trial Paterson'1 by Trnmbull, published in 1882. Tha February 1,1002 newspaper story
referred to above, civinr 1450 locomotives completed to that date doo3 not agree with
•Trufflbull's figure. He presents a l is t purporting to show the total number of loco-
aotives built each year by the three companies which had their origins in Paterson,
and in the case of Grant, he gives figures from 1849 to the end of 1881 ohowine a
total of 1555 locomotives. This l i s t does not include five In own to have been built

• in 1848, two in 1849 and three in 1851. Adding thase ten to Trurabull's figures,
i t would appear that 1565 locomotives were built to the end of 1881, leaving only
.323 to be built between that date and 1893 for a total of 1888.

I t is difficult to reconcile al l gathered data with the indicatod facts.
It is wholly probable that shop numbers were assigned to locomotives upon receipt of
orders for them, as «as the custom of many build*er3 of that day, and there is l i t t l e
ioubt that locomotives were often not shipped in numerical sequence, also a conmon

-practice among builders. Moreover, Railroad records were often based upon the date
V_.hat equipment was placed in service rather than the actual date of construction. Any

material lapse of time between the date an order was placed and the date on which tha
locorrttives went into service would seriously disrupt the relationship between shop
numbers and construction dates in any ideal system of chronological shop numbers.

That there were orders cancelled from tins to tine is definitely known, and
it seems logical to assume that where such cancellations occurred the shop numbers, which
may have been assigned upon receipt of the order, were not later used, as this occurs
tine and again in other locomotive builders' l i s ts* It can only be surmised that some
of the blank numbers in the Grant l i s t are due to cancellations, and further, that the
shown total of 1888 engines could be reduced to some extent* Forgetting about the
24 engines built in Chicago, the last Grant shop number used in Pateraon probably was
in the 1790s. A jump of 250 numbers appears in the 1871 data, viiereas Truz:-
bull 's l i s t shows that the company's best year was 1873 when 131 locomotives were built*
This is no reflection on Trumbull*. as he probably printed what the Grant executives
gave him as the. gospel truth* His figures for Danforth and. Rogers areequally variable*
and in the case of the latter we have practically the oompla te l i s t to check Trun-
bull 's figures with* . In 1943, the American Locomotive Company trumpeted
the building of their 70,000th locomotive, but this total did not take into account
several hundred cancellations where the shop numbers were never used* I\Tot to be
outdone, Baldwin in early 1944 announced the completion of their 70,000th loco-


