
Sacramento Record Union, Aug. 2 ,  1879 

The New Depot - A very large bui lding - Its locat ion - What the erect ion of 
the  building suggests. 

"The work upon t h e  new depot of the  Central  Pacif ic  Railroad is now rap id ly  
progressing. The f loor  j o i s t s  and sills a r e  nearly a l l  l a id ,  and before 
Saturday the  skeleton form of the  building w i l l  be a prominent object. The 
depot is being b u i l t  upon t h e  margin of China Slough, j u s t  south of the  
r a i l road  shops, and w i l l  face almost d i r e c t l y  north. The western end of 
the main p i l e  w i l l  be upon the  projected e a s t  l i n e  of Second Street .  and 
the  s t ruc tu re  w i l l  extend e a s t e r l y  f o r  414 f e e t  and over. It w i l l  be one 
of the  l a rges t  depots i n  t h e  West, and w i l l  be nearly 15 f ee t  longer than 
t h e  great  machine shop a t  the  r a i l road  company's works. The s t y l e  of the  
bui lding will  be Gothic; and without being elaborately ornamented, w i l l  b e  
a rch i t ec tu ra l ly  a t t r a c t i v e ,  avoiding the extremes of severe plainness o r  
excessive ornamentation. It w i l l  consis t  of a cen t ra l  p i l e  of hulldings- 
a port ion being two s t o r i e s  I n  h e i g h t ~ f a c e d  by a depot arcade o r  shel tered 
avenue 70 f e e t  i n  width with 414 f e e t  4 inches i n  length, through which 
th ree  t racks w i l l  be ca r r i ed ,  the main one being almost i n  a l i n e  e a s t  and 
west with the new bridge, while one w i l l  lead around t o  and along Front 
St ree t .  South of the  t r ack  arcade and joined t o  it, the p i l e  of bui ldings 
w i l l  be located and w i l l  be i n  length 164 f e e t  and 4 inches. Beginning on 
the  extreme e a s t  on the  main f loor ,  t he  plans ahow f i r s t  a sleeping-car 
Storeroom; 20 by 21 f ee t .  with water c lose t s  attached; next west is  a 
four-foot h a l l  running across  t h e  bui lding,  and opening upon a f ron t  landing 
from which a broad passageway extends along the  f ron t  of the bui ldings on 
the  west of the h a l l ,  and opening upon t h e  passageway o r  promenade is the  
barroom, 21 f e e t  i n  length by about 15 i n  width; next t o  it is the gentle- 
men's waiting room, 35 f e e t  4 inches by 35 f e e t  7-112 inches i n  s i ze .  
Attached t o  it is a s e r i e s  of water c lose t s  and washrooms. Next on the  
west i a  the l ad ies '  washroom. Next on the  west is the ladies '  waiting room, 
which is 36 f e e t  11-314 inches by 35 f e e t  4 inches i n  s i t e .  Attached t o  
it a re  a r e t i r i n g  room 12 by 14 f e e t ,  washroom and ae r i e s  of c lose t s .  
Between the  gentlemen's and the l ad ies '  waiting rooms, and s i t t i n g  ha l f  
its s i z e  i n  each room. in t o  be b u i l t  t he  t i cke t  o f f i ce ,  which is t o  be 
14 f ee t  f ron t  by 20 f e e t  i n  depth. Back of the  t i cke t  off ice and f ron t ing  
i n  both waiting rooms a r e  t o  be two lunch counters, these forming the  r e a r  
divis ion l i n e  between the two wait ing rooms, the t i cke t  o f f i ce  separat ing 
then i n  f ron t .  Back of the  two waiting rooms, with broad doors opening 
i n t o  e i t h e r ,  is t o  he t h e  dining room,, 40 by 65 f e e t ,  with a ki tchen on 
t he  e a s t  of It 20 by 20 f e e t ,  and a storeroom with pantry, c losets ,  e t c .  
The lunch counter between t h e  two waiting rooms makes an oval sweep through 
t h e  north wall  of the dining room, and thus has a frontage i n  the l a t t e r  
apartment also.  On t h e  extreme west and connecting with the cen t ra l  build- 
ing by the  passage or  promenade name6 It t o  be the baggage room, 20 by 39 
f ee t  in  s i ze ,  and f i t t e d  with c lose t s  and racks with patent l i f t  t o  carry 
baggage t o  be s tored t o  an upper chamber. 

The second f loor  i e  the  gentlemen's and l ad ies '  waiting rooms, the  baggage 
room and kitchen. Over the baggage room on the front  i s  t o  be a baggage 
storeroom 15 f e e t  3 inches by 17 f ee t  4 inches i n  s i z e  and in to  which the 
patent l i f t  mentioned is t o  open. Back of t h i s  room, and separated from 



i t  by a 4-foot h a l l ,  ie t o  b e  a conductor's room, 16 fee t  6 inches by 20 
f e e t  i n  s i ze .  Over the l ad ies '  wai t ing room i s  t o  be found the Superinten- 
dent's o f f i ce ,  opening upon the  balcony which extends over the longitudinal  
passageway or  promenade on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  l eve l .  This room i s  14 f e e t  4-318 
inches by 23 f e e t  2-118 inches i n  s i z e ,  and i s  f i t t e d  with two c lose t s  6 f e e t  
8 by 8 f e e t  each, with washrooms, e t c .  Back of and connecting with i t  is t o  
be the Train Dispatcher's room. 14 f e e t  4-318 inches by 31 f e e t  9-518 inches 
i n  s ize.  Next a h a l l  5 f e e t  wide creases the  building, and on the  opposi te  
s ide  going e a s t  we come on the  f r o n t  t o  the  s tat ionery room, the dimensions 
of which w i l l  be 14 fee t  4-318 inches by 15 f e e t  7-1/16 inches. Next t o  it 
on the e a s t  i s  the o f f i ce  of t h e  Superintendent of the Sacramento Valley 
Company, and the room i n  back of it l a  a second o f f i c e  of l i k e  s i z e ,  with 
c lose t s ,  e tc .  In the r ea r  of t h e  s t a t ione ry  room w i l l  be the  "time" room, 
and of t h e  same size.  The s tairways lead up t o  t h i s  story from the  promenade 
a t  e i the r  end. 

Over the kitchen is t o  be a second f loor ,  containing four rooms for  servants .  
with a small h a l l  and c lose t s ,  t h e  approach being by a stairway leading out  
of the storeroom below. 

A t  each end of the s t ruc tu re  w i l l  be b u i l t  ornamental towers, r i s ing  some- 
what above the  roof. From the  ground t o  the  eaves of the building w i l l  be 
27 f ee t  1-718 inches, and thence t o  t h e  apex of the  gable roof 22 f e e t  314 
inch. making the t o t a l  height  of t h e  s t ruc tu re  49 f e e t  2-518 inches. The 
building w i l l  be constructed e n t i r e l y  of wood, and w i l l  r e s t  upon heavy 
b r i ck  foundation walls, which have frequent  deep sunken p ie r s  of oasonry. 

While it la a subject  of general  congratulat ion tha t  the company i s  t o  
abandon t h e  old time shed on Front S t r e e t  and e rec t  a depot building of a 
character  becoming t o  the c i t y ,  it l a  a common regret  that  the  exigencies 
of ground space compel it t o  place the  s t ruc tu re  on the very margin of China 
Slough. I n  a day o r  two the  frame work w i l l  go up, and be erected within 
16 f e e t  of the northern s loping bank of t h e  slough where the  water seeps 
i n t o  the porous s o i l ,  and passes off i n  vapor, carrying with i t ,  according 
t o  medical testimony, the nos t  noxious exhal tat ions.  The depot extends 
from the e a s t  l i n e  (extended) of Second S t r e e t  i n  an easter ly direct ion,  with 
its front  t o  the north, nearly d i r e c t .  Therefore from the  waiting room 
windows, and from the  e n t i r e  south s ide ,  the  v i s i t o r  w i l l  have a splendid 
view of those a rch i t ec tu ra l  beau t i e s  which l i n e  the  south bank of the  slough, 
while h i s  n o s t r i l s  wi l l  receive odoriferous whiffs of the v o l a t i l e  perfumes 
which used t o  de l igh t  the sense of smell  from the  graceful banks of Lake 
"of" Coino, whence the accumulated f i l t h  of Chinatown and a good part  of the  
rubbish of the r e s t  of the c i t y  is da l ly  dumped. When the v i s i t o r  t o  
Sacramento leaves the depot t o  come i n t o  t h e  c i t y  proper he w i l l  pass down 
Second S t ree t  d i r ec t ly  along the  wester ly margin of the sough, and for  
several  minutes have a f i n e  view i n  c lose  perspective of the rear  end of 
the  elegant cottage residence8 of the  Chinese, whose summer v i l l a s  l i n e  the  
banks of the beaut iful  pond. I f  t h i s  does not give him a forcible  f i r s t  
impression of Sacramento, he w i l l  be hard t o  please. One of the r a i l road  
engineers has su&?,geeted tha t  i f  t h e  c i t y  s t i l l  neglects t o  c l ea r  our what 
three Boards of Health have formally condemned a s  a public nuisance, tha t  
i t  i s  l ike ly  the  rai l road company may be induced t o  erect  high board fences 

41 



along the  north and west banks Of the slough t o  lead v i s i t o r s  t o  think the re  
i s  a "deer park" within. I f  none of the  more fo rc ib le  and sani tary reasons 
f o r  abat ing the nuisance existed,  the f a c t  of the new depot locat ion should 
alone i n c i t e  ac t ion  e f f o r t s  t o  wipe out  tha t  standing reproach t o  the neatness  
and cleanl iness  of the c i t y ~ t h e  p e s t i l e n t i a l  rookeries and foul  deposi ts  on 
the  south bank of China Slough." 

Sacramento Record Union 
June 10, 1860 

"The Old and t h e  New" 

"The old passenger depot on Front Street ,  which is being now rapidly 
demolished by a large number of workmen, w i l l  soon be among the  things of 
the  past ,  and give place t o  Improvements s t rongly demanded by the rapid 
progress of the c i t y  and the  great ly increased and growing f re igh t  business  
consequent upon the terminal posi t ion t o  which Sacramento has at ta ined a s  
a g rea t  cen t ra l  buying and se l l ing  market. The f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  handling and 
shipping which were a few years  s ince ample, have become too en t i r e ly  out- 
gr- a s  t o  render new s t ruc tu res  with f a r  g rea te r  accommodations and means 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  t ransact ion of business a matter of posi t ive necessi ty 
and these  a r e  new t o  he provided by the  new f r e i g h t  depot which Is t o  take 
t h e  place of t h e  old Central Pacif ic  Railroad bui ldings on Front S t ree t .  
The system of t racks i n  tha t  v i c in i ty  w i l l  be en t i r e ly  remodeled. and in 
place of those new i n  use there w i l l  be s ix .  and a l l  between the  r e a r  of 
t h e  f r e i g h t  depot and t h e  r ive r ,  thus avoiding annoyance i n  r e l a t ion  t o  
teana and l i a b i l i t y  t o  accidents. It Is understood tha t  when the  removal 
of t h e  old passenger depot i s  completed, the  construction of a new f r e i g h t ,  
su i t ed  t o  present demands, w i l l  be commenced, which w i l l  be 50 f e e t  wide and 
probably extend from midway between I and J S t ree t s  t o  K. I n  order not  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  with current  f r e igh t  t ransact ions durine i t s  construction t h e  north 
end w i l l  probably be b u i l t  up us f a r  southward a s  J S t ree t ,  and then t h e  
present  f r e igh t  o f f i ce  removed thereto so a s  t o  penult t he  dismantling of 
the  old f r e igh t   building^^ the  new w i l l  i n  pa r t  occupy the same site--as 
when removed, the  s t ructure w i l l  be continued a s  f a r  a s  K S t ree t ,  o r  nearly. 
The bui lding w i l l  he well  and substant ial ly  b u i l t ,  but  f r e e  from ornaaienta- 
t ion ,  with double roof, with wide project ing eaves, and only one s tory,  with 
the  exception of a sect ion immediately facing upon J St ree t ,  which w i l l  be 
b u i l t  up another s tory in height fo r  o f f i c i a l  headquarters and c l e r i c a l  work 
of t h e  departments. When completed the t rack upon which ca r s  w i l l  stand 
f o r  loading and unloading w i l l  he so f a r  under the  project ing eaves t h a t  
f r e i g h t  can he handled a t  a l l  times without exposure t o  storms, which w i l l  
ne t  only be appreciated by those handling f r e igh t .  hut a l s o  by shippers of 
a r t i c l e s  who require  t h e i r  goods t o  be kept dry. The s i z e  of the  depot thus 
contemplated w i l l  be su f f i c i en t  fo r  a l l  present requirements, but  with con- 
t inued growth of the t rade and extending freightage,  w i l l  i n  a few years, 
it I a  thought, make it necessary t o  extend the north end a s  f a r  a s  I S t ree t ,  
and fu r the r  addi t ional  room could a l so  be made by building a s  much fu r the r  
south a s  exigencies may demand. Front Street .  i t  i s  expected, w i l l  a l so  he 
reconstructed,  so a s  t o  reverse the grade and make the centre  lower than 
the s ides ,  and with underground escape drainage from the centre  and midway 
of nuch block t o  the r iver ."  



the grade of the two blocks between K and I Streets, on the west side 

this can be accomplished without changing the grade on the east aide 
detriment to the property. We would propose to put in cesspools in 
center of the street and midway between I and J, and J end K Streets 
proper drains to the river. We would make a grade of six inches eac 
from the street croaaings to the center of the blocks. The railroad c 
will put in a proper pavement on the west side to the center of the street 
and construct the cesspools and drains. They would ask the cooperation of 
your honorable Board and the property owners on the east side in making 
the pavement conform to the proposed grade. Will your honorable Board take 
such action to the matter as you deem proper at your earliest possible 
convenience, and oblige, yours respectfully, J. R. Wllkinson, Resident 
Engineer, Central Pacific Railroad Company." 

July 19, 1880 

"New Freight Depot. - Subutantial evidence of immediate construction of the 
new freight depot on Front Street was furnished yesterday by the commence- 
ment of delivery of brick, lime and sand for the foundation and a force 
employed miring mortar." 

July 20, 1880 

"The New Freight Depot. - The foundation of that part of the new freight 
depot lying north of the south line of J Street will be completed today. 
The delivery of timber and lumber to be used in the building was commenced 
yesterday, when several carloads were received. A large force of carpenters 
have arrived from Oakland and will today commence the erection of the frame- 
work, under the superintendence of Frank S. Dent, foreman of construction." 

August 14, 1880 

"New Freight Depot. - The new freight depot was yesterday being given its 
first coat of paint--a light drab, which looks very neat. The whole inside 
is receiving a coat also of Paris whiting, which gives the interior a light 
and finished appearance. The business of receiving and handling freight 
will be transferred to the new building in about a week. The old shed will 
then be torn down as far south as the old freight office, and the extension 
of the new building to that point carried forward. The new office for 



d desirable ,  but  probably is second t o  none i n  the United S ta te s  f o r  the  
rpose fo r  which it is b u i l t .  The o f f i ce ,  which is located upon the  second 
oor immediately i n  f r o n t  o f  J Street .  i e  35 by 47 f e e t  and 16 f e e t  high. 
is reached by a wide and easy f l i g h t  of s t a i r a .  which lands i n  a lobby 

t off on the  north s ide ,  which i s  10 x 37 fee t  wide. On the l e f t  of the  
bby a r e  th ree  communicating windows opening i n t o  the main off ice--me f o r  
e Freight Cashier of t h e  Central  Pac i f i c  R a i l r o a d ~ o n e  fo r  the Cashier of 
e Sacramento and P lace rv i l l e  Railroad, and one fo r  the clerk receiving 
e-payment of f r e igh t s .  At the fu r the r  end of the lobby, beyond these 
ndowe, i s  the  door i n t o  the  main o f f i ce ,  which is a f inely f inished o f f i c e  
x 47 f ee t ,  having th ree  l a r g e  windows i n  f ron t  opening out onto J S t r e e t ,  

d th ree  i n  the  opposite s ide.  overlooking the r ive r  and Yolo s ide.  There 
a r e  a l s o  l a rge  ven t i l a t ing  windows at: t he  top of the room, 3 x 15 fee t .  on 
the  north and south s ides ,  SO tha t  pure air and cool rooms a r e  secured. 
This room i s  furnished with new cedar desks, standing outward against  t h e  
walls ,  nicely furnished and having a l l  conveniences, with center desks f o r  
chief clerk,  sa fe  and way-bill copying pressed i n  the center. On t h e  ch ie f  
c l e rk ' s  desk i s  the telephone connecting with business houses and other  
o f f i c e s  i n  a l l  pa r t s  of the  c i t y ;  and stil l  another desk in  f i t t e d  up with 
a l l  telegraph appliances, and attended by an operator during buainess 
hours. On the south of the  main o f f i ce ,  and fronting on J St ree t ,  is a 
s t a t ione ry  room 8 x 23 f e e t ,  and i n  r ea r  of th i s .  a l so  opening out from 
the  main o f f i ce  i s  a room 8 x 23 feet .  and i n  r ea r  of t h i s ,  a l so  opening 
out  from the main o f f i ce ,  is a room 8 by 12 f e e t ,  f i t t e d  up with washstand, 
water-cloaets, e t c .  At the  northwest corner of the main off ice a door opens 
i n t o  the  p r iva te  o f f i c e  of the  Freight Agent, and which i s  a l so  entered 
from the end of lobby. This o f f i c e  is 10 x 14 neat ly f i t t e d  
up. On the north s ide  of the  lobby a r e  two r o  
S t ree t  being 8 x 20, and which w i l l  be occupie 
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